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READER. 


CHRISTIAN READER, 


Mongſt all the uſeful Trea- 
tiſes that the Prefs hath of 
late expoſed. to publick 
view, I have not met with 

| any ( that I remember ) 

« that hath purpoſely and direQly treated 
| of this SubjeQ, notwithſtanding it 1s- 

both needful, ſeaſfonable, and profitable, 

the Point is a Maxim TY {ubſcribed 
YI to 


A 


The Epiſtle 
io by all men, and not in controverſie, 
that, /z God's favour is life : yea, God's 
Favour 1s pleaded for, and pretended to 
by allſorts of men, of all Religions and 
Perſwaſions ; men think much to be ex- 
cluded from 1t, the Rich and Religious 
cannot ſay they are above it, the' poor 
and prophane will hope well, and deſire 
- to live and die in God's: favour ; the ig- 
norant dream of God's'fayour, as their 
only SanCtuary, though God ſay 'plainly, 
it is a people of no underſtanding, rhere- 
tore he that made them : will not have 
mercy on thera, and he that formed them 
will ſhew them no favour. The Learned 
Rabbiesand grave Sages of the worldican 
diſpute about, and think to define-the . 
Grace and fayour of God, yea, and to.) ; 
confine it to themſelves, and are ready / 

to ſay as the Chiet Prieſts and Phariſces 
of old, 7his people who know not the law 
are curſed : intimating that themſelves are 
bleſſed, as being high in God's Books, 
and advanced into God's favour above 
their Neighbours. But Chrift faith to 
them .. that juftifie - themſelves, Zhat 
*which is highly eſteemed amongſt men, 15 a- 
bomination .in the fight of God. The a- 
ipiring NVimrods, the flattering Abſaloxs 
0 


' yet God abhors him ; if:Zeconiah will 
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% 


of the world, judging they have the ta- 


vour of God,'- when they have the tavoyr 
of Princes'or, People ; . but ; Hamaz and 
Herod ſoon receive a cqnfuration. by. di-, 


" yine indigration in hanging up the .qne 


likea Dog, and Worms eating the ſtink-. 

ing Carcalc of the orher. _ The greedy 
oriping Sons of the good old £7, that 
would have of the. belt,, and quickly, or ! So 27 
would take their part by force, though ' 


_ they boaſted of, and truſted to the Ark, 


as having God Almighty in a manner en- chap. 4.4? 
gaged to them thereby, yet themſelves Ch. 3.3s. 
were miſerably ſlain, and their poſterity. - - 
mult baſely crouch for-a piece of Silver, 
and a Morſel of Bread. Though carnal 
perſons may. bleſs the covetous richman, , _ x 
{et his eyes and heart only to his,covet- 
ouſnefs, and build him an, Houſe by un- jec.22.12; 
righteouſneſs, and Chambers by wrong; 17,18. © 
and uſe his Neighbours ſervice without 
wages, ſo he ſhall die unlamented, and 
be buried with the Burial of an Aſs ; the 
beſt part of. his name ſhall be plucked a- 
way, and he ſhall be called only Corah, 
and though he were as the Signet upon 
God's Right Hand, {highly favoured , ©2425: 
and adyanced as ever mortal creature 

A 4 was ) 
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was ) yet God would pluck him thence, 
ard 'caſt him” out. Though the King of 
73#e be as the anointed Cherub, and {ay 
he” is God,” and: ſt hisheart as the heart 
Ezck.28, of, God, yet he ſhall be brought down 
2%  _ tOthepit. Though myſtical Baby/o# ſay 
I fif as Queen, 'atid gforific her ſelf, and 
.. :bebig with hopes of. immunity from the 
 favgur of the Husband, whoſe Spouſe 
ſhe preteids'to be, yer it ſhall appear ſhe 
| Xx thie habitation of ' Devils, and her 
 'Plagues ſhall come in one day, Death, 
__. and Mourning, abd Famine, and ſhe ſhall 
Kev. 8.28. Be litterly Blifrit with fire, for ſtrong 1s 
the Lord God who judgeth her. Nay; 
hough Z/a4/ of old ſhall fill the world 
_ ” withthe loud acclamations of the Tempte 
of the Lord, the Tetnple of the Eord, the 
"IO Church , the Church ;. God's peculiar 
© © =: people, his Portion, his choſen Heritage, 
' fet God can take his leaveof Zernuſalem, 
> aShe did of $h1oh, and caſt them out of 
tiis ſight, and though they were to God 
once tora Name, and a Praiſe, and for a 
ter.13.11, Glory ; yet they ſhall become like a rot- 
14+.,* ten girdle thatis good for nothing ; yea, 
God will daſh them in pieces one againſt 
another, and will not pity, fpare, nof 
have mercy, but deſtroy them ; yea, Co- 
mode a 7 Td 


F. 
% 
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raZin and Bethſaida, . who had mighty 
works done in them, and were highly 
favoured . with our Saviour's glorious 
Miracles, yet {t ſhall be more tolerable "for 


Tyre aud Sidou in the day of judgment than Mat11 


for them. And Capernaum that was exalt- 
ed to Heaven 1n privileges ſhall be caſt 
down to the loweſt hotteſt Hell in punyh- 
ment. The ſeven Churches may! loſe 
their ſplendour , and Zaodicea her ſelf 
that was. rich, encreaſed with Goods , 
and had need of nothing in her own con- 
ceit, 7.e. was adorned with braye Preach- 


ers, glorious privileges, ſound DoQtrine ev, g.16, 


and notable gifts of the ſpirit, whereby 
ſhe thoughr her felf more favoured by 


God than all the reſt, yet ſhall be ſo dil- 


guſted and difowned, that ſhe ſhall be 
{pued out of his mouth like luke-warm 
water offenſive'to his ſtomach. ..Thou- 
{ands in the world are miſtaken about 
this grand affair of ſo great, yea, infinite 
concerhment.' Oh, what a diſcovery 
ſhall be made, and what a woful difap- 
pointment ſhall many have at death and 
judgment! ſome will think toplead mo- 
ral righteouſneſs, others common per- 
formances, others their glorious profeſſ- 
on, 2dmiſſion amongſt, and — 
Br | weed 


20,24» 


I7. 


Luk:13.26, 
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with the Saints :. ſome will plead their 
excellent gifts'in praying, preaching and 
high preferment in the Church, as Z#aas ; 
others will fay, have 'we. not eaten and 


drunk .in thy preſence? haſt thou not 
taught in our Streets ? But he will an- 


{wer thele all alike with an I know you 
not, Þ will not own you, depart from 
me yo curled into everlaſting fire, . pre- 
pared for the Devil and his Angels. -Oh, 
dreadful and unexpeRed ſentence! what, 
we depart, .'we that were civil 'Neigh- 
bours, good 'Church-men, orthodox Be- 
lievers, ſober livers,. muſt we depart ? 
we. that: heard the word gladly , com- 
mended the Preacher, . practiſed many 
things, had-ſtrong convictions, hated Ido- 
fatry, : loved God's pure worſhip, and 
took. much delight in approaching to:Gad, 
wilt thou not have favour for us ? muſt 
we be bamfhed from.'thee ? -6h ftrange 
diſappointments. Alas, alas, what a 
diſcovering, ana diſanimating, and. con- 


' founding day will thatbe to ſeveral per- 


ſons. in. this world, that upon ialle lelf- 


Hattering grounds were as {trangely con- 


ceited of their being in God's favour, as 
if -they:ſaw their names in God's Book, 


or could 


loox into God's: heart, and 
would 


* -fothe Reaaer. 


PEERS) 


at God's right hand with the Saints ang# 
ther day. '-: > wr 5 bf pr: | 


-, And as many. miſtake, apd are in darn- 
ger to milcarry to all eternity 4 1{o this fa- 
vour, this ſpecial favour of God muſk 
neegs be of .abſolute neceſſity, though 
whilſt men-hve ip profperity,-in the at? 

4 | fluence 


Mal.4.1. 
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fluence and &8nflaence of worldly com- 

forts, they take a poor ſhift to live 
ſweetly, drowriing the- noiſe of conſti- , 
ence, rocking themſelves afleep in the / 
cradle of eaſe, runningout ef God's bleſ- 

ſing into the-warm Sun fas we uſe to 

ſay ) yet- a:day is comingthat will burn 

as an Oven, and all the-proud and pro- 
phane ſhalt be as ſtubble, and it ſhall leave " 
them netther - root nor branch , their | 
worldly--wealth ſhall periſh, and their 

hopes give up the Ghoſt, when the Hea- 
vens ſhall crack over their Heads, and 

the carth tremble under their feet. Oh, 

what will- Gotf's favour and Chriſt's love- 

fmiles be 'worth in that day, when he 

ſhall' call 'the dead out of their Graves, 

and bid them ftand forth to receive the fi- 

nal ſentence of abſolution, or condemna- 

tion, according to their ſtate : then; O 


: then to: hav the favour- of the Lord, 


Judge of - Heaven and Earth will- be 
worth ten worlds .: when God ſhall fum- 
mon us hence by death, and tell us there 
is: no more toom for us in' this lower 


- world, he will have us hence, to givean 


account of our ſtewardſhip:; oh, then 
God's ſpecial favour will-ftand us in in- 
finite ftead! in profpetity what can quiet: 
= eE a Ca- 


to the Reader. 
a capacious ſoul that is ftill prying and 
peeping beyond Sublunaries for fatis- 
faction ? It is he, the Letters of whoſe 
name are quieſcent, that can give quiet- 
neſs, even the great Zehowvah. In adver- 
ſity there'is an apparent diſcovery of the 
neceſſity of divine fpecial favour, when 
God giveth quietneſs who then can make 
trouble, and when he hideth his face , 
who then can behold hin ? Then in- 
deed in this day of calamity, God's fa- 
vour is ſeen to be ſeaſonable, when the 
favour of men is loft, and all things look 
black about us. Oh, the joy and com- 
fort ſouls have felt in the light of God's 
countenance , one {mile from Heaven 
hath fetched the Saints from death to 
"lite. | 


Hence it is, that God's Children have 
deſirgd of the Lord ſome love-tokens, 
whil&ey have been inthis vale of tears, 
letno man ſcoff ar it, the Scripture war- 
rants it, Caf anto me, and I will anſwer 

thee, and ſhew thee great and mighty things, 

_ which thou knoweſt not, Jer. 33. 3. So our 
Saviour, Zohz 14.21. He that loveth me 
JÞAH be loved of my Father, and 7 will love 
him, and manifeſt my ſelf to him. This 
15 


Job 23.29 


ol. 55, 
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is. a ſufficient warrant for our prayers 
anl expectations in God's way, for as 
the word of-promiſe encourageth us, ſo 
the word of precept direQeth and regu- 
lateth our deſires, . Certainly God hath 
-promifed great things to his Saints that 
keep in his way, and hath made good 
his promifes on all Occaſions in all A- 
ges: 


- What that token for good was which 
the Princely Prophet David prays for, 
Pal. 86.17. i will not poſitively deter- 
mine ; bur ſure I am it was ſome evi- 
dence of God's favour to him, either in 
a miraculous or gracious way, in- Ordi- 
nances, or in providence, by way of in- 
fluence or evidence, for quickning or 
comforting his heart. I confeſs, if this. 
holy man of God, after his own heart, 
had ſome ſpecial ground to expect extra- 
ordinary maniteſtations of God to him, 
or for him, it becomes not us to follow 
him therein , except we had the like 
ground, either as to extegnals or inter- 
nals, le{t we provoke God, and ruine our 
ſelves ;by Enthuſiaſtical Preſumptions, 


Book 5. Seraan in his Commentaries gives us a 


large account of Thomas Muncer in Alſtct, 
(2 


to the Reader. | 
( a Town of the Dukes of Szxozy in 7hi- 


7inge) that he exclaimed againſt Zuther, 
as giving too much- liberty : © For, ſaith 


*.he, the body muſt be made lean with 
* faſting,and ſimple Apparel, the counte- 
© nance framed to gravity, ſpeak ſeldom, 
«wear a long Beard; cc. ' But to the 
purpole, he taught his Followers to ask 
of God a ſign, whereby he may teſtifie 
that he careth for us, and that we bein 
the true Religion; and albeit he ſheweth 
not a token by and by, yet muſt we ne- 
vertheleſs proceed, pray ſtill, expoſtu- 
late, yea, brawl with God, that he deat- 
eth not well with us. ( Oh Blaſphemy ! ) 
<* This expoſtulation and anger ( [a!th he ) 
*15 of God well accepted, for that he 
©perceiveth hereby our earneſt mind and 
©zeal, and then no doubt, being thus 
<« inſtantly . folicited, he will declare him- 
«ſelf by ſome notable ſign, and quench 
*the thirſt of our mind, dealing with us, 
* as he did in times paſt with the old 
* Fathers. And then he makes a long 
Speech to his Followers, who were eight 
thouſand, tells them they muſt not be a- 
Iraid of their Adverſaries Guns: © For 
*all the Pellets they ſhoot, /aith he, 1 
* will receive with my Coat: Behold, 
«faith 
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« C ſatth he ) what a merciful God we 
« have, behold a Tign or token of his e- 
« yerlaſting good will towards us, liftup 
«your eyes, and ſee the Rain-bow in the 
« Sky, for ſeeing we have the ſame paint- 
* ed inour Enſign, God declareth rlainly, 
©that he will aid us in Battel, and deſtroy 
«the Tyrants, wherefore ſet upon; them 


«with a bold courage. They ſung a * 


Song, and thereby call-for help of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt; but when the Ordnance went 


off at them, they were, amazed, and | 


raviſhed of their wit { ſaith the Hiftori.. 
an ) neither defending themſelves, nor 
ſeeking lafety by flight, truſting to Mux- 
cer's ' promiſe, looking for help from 
Heaven, but were miterably deceived , 
ſcattered , three thouſand ſlain, three 
hundred beheaded, Fravkuſe taken, Mun- 
cer {et upon the Rack, Rhifer repenting at 
death, God's hand purſuing the Moors. 
So this Story I mention to diſcover the 
danger of a deluſion and imagination of 
Tokens from Heaven, as they did : 

1. In open Rebellion againſt lawful 
Magiſtrates. 

2. For confirmation of their Reli- 
TION. X 
3.Im- 


th. . — i #3 ia. me. 7 


tothe Reader. 
3. Importuning. and wrangling with 
God without a word of promiſe. 
;S Charging God toolifhly if he denys 
F'Co 
We may pe” theſe truly Phanaticks, as 
Calvis oft doth: and whoever builds 


their Religion upon the like weak ſandy 


Foundations: , ſhall find it tumbling 
down,. and themſelves deceived. God's 
Children; own'none but a Bible-Religion, 
and dare . not: expe& .any thing; of God, 
but what they have a Scri pture- warrant 
for in-Precept or Preſident : but how far 
God s people .in ſuceceding| Ages” may 
imitate. the Saints;in Scriptur e-ſtory, ask- 
ing- of.;Ged: a. ſign, ard enjoying "I 
ſhall not.at; preſent ' diſpute. *Tis true, 
Hiſtoryatells us of the-Nobles of Bohemia, 


being:to ſuffer the next day for the teſti- Clarks. 


mony of Chriſt, ſpent! the night in prayer, 
finging this, Plalm , oft 'TePeat1Ng . this ps 
laſt Petition, Shew: me, a token. for - 200d: 
one of them. faid; *© Be.of, good chear, 
Y * for Eyen.1n this God hath heard your 
* VOICE, . $0. Morrow he. wall ſhew {ome 
© wonderful fig ign, whereby, he will VER 
*© nels thor WE tcp: for ſis; Caulo. :1 
the. morgins preſgng Lyiaktes; Sun-r ge A 
beautify} Bow aPPeaFOa and compaſiegt 
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the Heavens, the Martyrs looked out at a 
Window, and ſaw a Rain-bow of an'un- 
uſual colour, the Heavens :clear, nv rain 
of two days before, fell on their faces; 
lift up theirhands and voices; praifed God 
for this ſign ſhewed from Heaven, ſuffer- 
ing cheartfully that day for the truth. A- 
nother in the Marian days cryed- out at 
the Stake, $92 of God ſhine upox tne : im- 
mediately the Sun ih the - Firmament 
ſhined on him, though it was'a dark and 
cloudy day. Many other inſtances I 
might produce, that Church-Hiſtories a- 
bound with, which becomes. not us to 
ceiure or approve, ſince God-may grant 
peculiar Diſpenſarions to- his Tuffering 
Servatits, in extraordinary caſ{es;our of his 
uſual Road ; but it is nor ſafe-if6r us'to 
dictate them, or to'expeCt tharGgdſhould 
ratifie our curiofity-:i we! have's more 


c 


Ep 19: Riv word of Prophecy, ahd that is the 
2 Tim. 3- holy Scripture, th&foundation of the A- 


L1f,L7. 


poſtles and Prophets, which ate able to 
make us wiſe to ſalvation, yea, to make 
the man of God perfect, throughly, fur- 
niſhed to every good work.” If we leave 
this Scriptural way, and look for tokens 
from God ' any other way , . we expoſe 
our ſelves to the danger of tying wm 

ers, 
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ders , and Satanical Delufions. The 2Theſ.2.5: 
Devil would have peſwaded 4vgu/tine to 
ſeek a fign from God, but he would not, 
becauſe he ſaw many deluded by ſuch Ap- 
paritions, and therefore ſaith, © He that 
* now expects miracles, is himſelf the 
« greateſt miracle, ze. ofunbelief. Sa- 
tan hath often transformed himſelf into 
an Angel of Light, and impoſed upon 
credulous Superſtition. \Ger/oz tells how |, , . 
Stat appeared to an holy man in a moſt bow! + ry 
glorious manner, profeſſing himſelf tro S 
be Chriſt, faying, he appeared to him 
becauſe he deſerved reſpect before others, 
but he anſwered I defire not to ſee my 
Saviour in this vale of tears, it ſhallſut- 
fice me to ſee him in the Heavens, | $:t,z 
alio feculo non inhoc, viſio tua,merces mea } 
let inthe other world, not in this, the viſion 
of thee be my reward. The like we tind 
appeared to Zuther inthe form of a Cru- 
cified Chriſt upon the Wall, but upon his 
ſolemn proteſtation it immediately va- 
niſhed. But for asking or expecting 
ſigns, fee Per. Mart. loc. com.claſ. 1. cap.$. 
fol. Zo. 


| It becomes God's people to ſtick to the 
Law and Teſtimony, and to deſire and 
2 2 welcome 


hen 4 
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welcome {ſuch tokens of God's favour as 


theſe, ; 


I. God's holy Ordinances, God gave 
the Sabbath to //rae as a ſign of his be- 
ing their God : Exod. 31.13. The Ark 
was a token of his preſence,-ſo is the 
Word and Sacraments to us. God for- 
bid ſuch a day ſhould be onus, not to ſee 
our ſigns: Pſal. 74, g. Better (lay the 
people of Antioch J want the ſhining of 
the Sun, than the Preaching of Chryſc- 
[torn. 

2. The fruit of Ordinances , if this 
and that man be born in 270, it 15 a 
Food fign of God's favour, and that God 
will eſtabliſh it : P/al. 87.5. Oh! where 
1s the ſpirit of the Lord ? Where is the 
Lord God of #7ijah? This were a rich 
mercy to fce a day of his power when 
people are made willing. 

3. ASpirit of Adoption of Grace and 


Supplication ſtirred up: when God pre- - 


ares the heart, itis a ſign he will quſe 
his ear to hear : P/al. 10. 17. A ſpirit of 
ſloth in this is afſad token of God's anger 
and abſence, //az. 64.7. | 

4. A penitent reforming ſpirit , . this 
was a token of good to //rael! ; Hag.T.14. 
Yea, to Nizeveh, Jonah, 2.9.' An unmal- 
leable 
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leable, unframeable ſpirit in people beto- 
kens greater blows: 4»054.11,12. And 
for our own particulars, let us be earneſt 
with God for ſanctifying Grace, which is 
a {ingular token of God's ſpecial favour, 
and a ſign the ſecond death {hall not have 
power oyer us: Rev. 20.6. His ſpirit 
being 1n-us 1s a fign of our intereſt in 


him, and:reſurrection with him . Rev. 8. 


9, I1. Let us beg of him direQion; a to. 
ken for a way-mark to keep in God's way, 
the King of Heaven's high-road to the 
new Zeruſalem, for this 1s a Covenant- 
mercy, /ſaz. 48. 17. Let us beg a token 
tor our. protection, preſervation, ſo far as 
is conſiſtent with his heavenly pleaſure 
in an evilday, a mourner's mark, #zefk. 
9. Let us beg of God ſome token of 
God's afteQtion for our ſatisfation, ſome 
incomes of his Grace, ſome kifſes of his 
mouth, ſealings of his ſpirit, which is a 
bleſſed earneſt of our future ; Fph. 1.13, 
14. Theearneſt is part of the payment, 
{o theſe comforts of grace are grapes of 
Canaan, moriels of the upper Table, pre- 
[udinms and preguſtations of eternal en- 
joyments. Suppoſe we were all Male- 
factors, and the King offers a ſealed par- 

a'3 don 
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don, and withal declares, that ſueh as 
have not the great Seal to ſhew, muſt 
ſuffer at the next Affizes, but ſuch as have, 
muſt be received to favour, and honour- 
ed. The caſe 1s ours, oh what running, 
ſeeking, uſing Friends, begging, endu- 


Ting difficulties, trials ſhould we be con- 


tent with, that - we may have a ſealed 
evidence of the King 'of Heaven's Fa- 
vour. Let the mocking AZcols, and 
ſcofting hmaels of the world {ay what 
they pleaſe, it is worth ſecking, ſtriving 
for, prizing, admiring ; when God faith 
ſeek my face, why ſhould not our fouls 
eccho, Thy face, Lord, will I ſeek, 
Pſal. 27. 8. FE | fr, Es 


This 15 the deſign of this ſmall Treq- 


tiſe; and oh, that God would ſetin with, 


and ſecond our Preaching and Print- 
ing, to begin and carry on this great 
Match between Jeſus Chriſt and poor 
Sinners ; he hath made the Articles, pro- 
pounded them to you by us, his Holy 
Words ſpeak his willingneſs , theſe 
want nothing now but your conſent, 
and the Match is made. Oh, Sinners, 
\ We briag you Love-Letters from our 
nh 4 | Beloved, - 
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atheReader. 


Beloved, ſhew you his excellency, the 
large Dowry he. offers .you, the fair 
Houſe you ſhall dwell in with him, the 
pains he hath taken for you: Whether 
all this will prevail we cannot tell, but if 
this be the laſt ſentence I muſt write, 
or you: read, I do by theſe preſents 
ſummon you to anſwer all thefe Soul- 
helps before the dreadful Tribunal of 
the great Judge at the laſt day, when 
this amongſt other witneſſes ſhall ſtand 
upon record againſt you ; if you enter- 
tain not. this our Goſpel, and be not 
found in God's favour , Miniſters that 
warn'd you at that day muſt ſay Amer 
to your juſt condemnation. But we would 
rather preſent you as chaſte Virgins, to 
Chriſt, as accepted of God, approved of 
Men. 


It 1s. our work to Preach and Write, 
yours to. hear and read, God's work to 
give ſucceſs, we therefore follow / theſe 
poor endeavours with our prayers to 
the Father of Spirits, for converting and 
confirming Grace, that you may begin 
and encreale in favour with God and 
Man, as our Saviour did, and that we 
a 4 may 


The Epiſtle 

may at laſt give up an account of you 

with joy, and. not with grief, and that 

thoſe that ſow, :and thoſe that reap 

may rejoyce together, which is the ear- 
neſt prayer of .. 


by Thy Soul-I'riend 


O. Heywood. 
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d He Title of this Pſalm is, A pſaln 
and ſong at the dedication of the houſe 
of David. What this Dedication 
means, or with what Ceremonies 
it was performed, or what Houſe 

this was that was dedicated, whether the 
Temple. firſt or ſecond , or rather, David's 
dwelling Houle, I ſhall not diſpute; nor what 
time it refers to, whether his firſt inhabiting 
his Houſe, or repoſleſſion after Abſclox's de- 
filing it, I ſhall not here determine. The 
Pſalm tt{elf may well be called, A Divine M1- 
ſcellany of Chriſtian Experiences: I ſhall hint 
ſome few of them. 


1. David's lifting up God in praiſes, that ;,,1+4 
had lift himup in mercy: verſe 1. 1 will extol cit. laudi- 


thee, O Lord, for. thou bajt lifted me up. A good bus. 
B oo Soul 
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[27 
foul advanced by God, will highly advance 
God ; the highcr our ſtate is, the more raiſed 
mult be our prailes ; ”_ God magniiics us, 
the more - we inuſt glorifie God. This is a 
Chriſtian's Duty and _= ty. 

3. David's Cry, God's preſent help and 
healing : verſe 2. I have cricd unto Fees and 
thou hiff healed me. Chean Phylick! 1t was 
but a groaning Prayer, and God came with an 
healing hand : God 1s a ſ{wiic and ſweet Phy- 
Ian. Pardoning, Grace healed: his Soul, a 
merciful Provigcence healed his Body, Eſtar 
Name, 

3. David's Reſarretion from the Grave, 


and preſcry tion from the Pit, verſ. 3. He was 


atthe Graves * OUR of dange r, Or IN aGrave 
tcrrors, near the Pit of Hal, by deſpair or 
temptations, but prevented. 
temporal Aillidtions, and the Pit'of cternal 
} orinents may be w23:ting for the Saints, and 
they wongertuily inarched out of both. How 
oft 1s Tere but a ſtep b<twixt chem and death 
realiy,. aud in thelr appretieniion 7 

4. Davidhs warm heart in God's Praiſcs , 
wherein he not only employs himſelf, but all 
God's people to help him in prailing God ; 
verſe 4. Sing uproy the Tore, ve ſaints of bit. 
A praying Soul Jhall be a Yailing Soul ; tie 
wore God's pedpte pray, rhe more occa* ON 
haye they of praiſe, anc! one Soul cannor 1i:T 
up God's praiſe high enough , a Conſoct ts 
fitteſt in this Muſick : hence Heaven 1s the pro- 
per place of praiie, wiicre that bleſſed Qiire 


Ol 
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of Saints and Angels will for eyer eccho forth 

God's Glory. Holy Souls are only fit to cele- $9 <4; 

brate the Memorials of his Holineſs. 6. 
5. David's talling both wrath and loyein has: 


a ſhort ſpace; ver. 5. His anger but a moment, 
i. e. endureth for a ſhort ſpace; but there's 


quick returns of favour. 


Srorm before a Calm; a ſtrong Wind, Earth- 
quake and Fire go before the ſtill, ſmall Voice 
the Law before the Goſpel ; Fohn Bapriſt before 
our Saviour, that God's Children may by a 
night of darkneſs be prepared tor, and learn 


Sinitati: 


Wrath is wont to King. 26: 
come before Love, death precedes life, a 17 


to prize a Morning of Light. 


6. David's carnal confidence ina proſperous 
ſtate ;, v.6, 5. In my proſperity I ſaid 1 ſhall 
ever be moved, i.c. Thus Ltalked with my felt 
when I was in abundance, health and quiet- 
Oh deceitful heart! A healthful man 
thinks not of ſickneſs. God built him an Houſe, 
he builds himſelf a Caſtle, but it is in the Air. 
A deceitful heart allurcs a good Soul into a 
\When things Zo well, ſecurity 
kills us; when God ſhines in histransfignring 
Mount, we will build Tabernacles, but obterve 
it, thisis David's Mount which ſtood by God's 


nels. 


fool's Paradiſe. 


favour: 


-. David's fudden Confutation, +. 7. Ther: 


didft hide thy face, and* I was tronvled. Self 


mounted, ſnon diſmounted, when a ſroivn 
came into God's Brow , it ſonred all my plea- 
ſure. ' The turning away of Cod's face over- 


turns the Souls hopes and Joys, God's hand is 
At the foot of our Mountain, and it his frown- 
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Soul advanced by God, will highly advance 


muſt be our prailes ; 
the more we 


Chriſtian's Duty and Property. 


muſt. glorifie God. 


the higher one ſtate is, the more raiſed 
when God magnliics us, 


This ISa 


2. David's Cry, God's preſent help and 


healing : 
ton hiff bealed me. 


. verſe 2. 1 have ciicd unto thee, and 
Cheap Piylick! 1t was 


but a groaning Prayer, and God came with an 


healing hand : 
ſician. Pardoning Grace heale 

xercifid Providence © healed his 
Name. 


2. Dawitd's Ref, Iirreftion from tne Grave, 
and preſcry: tion from the Pit, verſe 3. He was 
cs mouth of danger, or 1n a Grave' 
ut reduced, and as to Soul 


atthe Gr ay 
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God 1s a {wit and {weet Phy- 
« his Soul, a 


Body, Eſtate, 
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temptations, but prevented. 
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A praying Soul ſhall be a praiſing Soul; tie 
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up God's praiſe high enough , a Conſvce is 
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of Saints and Angels will for ever eccho forth 
God's Glory. Holy Souls are only fit to cele- $5: cj. 


brate the Memorials of his Holineſs. 


Sinciitatir 


\ ho 1/5 . 
5. David's talting both wrath and loye in 7% 
a ſhort ſpace; ver. 5. His anger but a 'moment, 


i. Cc. endureth for a ſhort ſpace; but there's 


quick returns of favour. Wrath is wont to 1king. 16; 
come before Love, death precedes life, a *Þ*** 


Srorm before a Calm ; a ſtrong Wind, Earth- 
quake and Fire go before the ſtill, ſmall Voice 
the Law before the Goſpel ; Fohn Baptiſt before 
our - Saviour, that God's Children may by a 
night of darkneſs be prepared for, and learn 
to prizea Morning of Light. 

6. David's carnal confidence ina proſperous 
ſtate; v.6, 7. In my proſperity I ſaid - I ſhall 
never be moved, i.e. Thus Italked with my ſelF 
when I was in abnndance, health and quiet- 
neſs. Oh deceitful heart! A healthful man 
thinks not of fickneſs. God built him an Houſe, 
he builds himſelf a Caſtle, but it is in the Air. 
A deceitinl heart allurcs a good Soul into a 
\When things fo well, ſecurity 


Mount, we will build Tabernacles, but oblerve 
it, this1s David's Mount which ſtood by God's 
favour: 

-. David's fudden Confutation, v.57. The:s 
didft hide thy face, aud I was treubled. Sclf 
mounted, ſoon difmnounted , when a ſroivn 
came into God's Brow , it ſoured all my plea- 
ſure. The turning away of God's face over- 


turns the: Souls hopes and Joys, God's hand 1s 
At the foot of our Mountain, and if his frown- 
B 2 
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»ng countenance withdraw his ſupporting hand, 
our Mount falls into the Valley of Deſpair and 
Diſcouragement, we are meer - Relatives and 


iDependents. 
8 David's importunate-Expoſtulation, ». 8, 
0, to. I cried to thee, O Lord: — How often 


do God's Children (like our wanton Children ) 
change their note, alter their tune? Singing 
and 1ighing are near Neighbours. They lay 
the Limner can with one daſh of his Pencil 
turn a laughing into a WCeping Face. Thus 
doth God; David was ere while ſo full of 
Joy, that he calls all the Saints to help him 
in praiſe, now he multers up all his Forces to 
compliin, pray, expoſtulate. Prayer 1s. the 
language of gricf, as praiſe is of Joy. 

9. David's comfortable Tranſlation, v.11. 
His Mourning 1s turn'd into Dancing, Sack- 
cloth into Gladneſs; a ſudden and itrange 
chanze ; bitter tuirn'd into fiveer, darknels 1n- 
to lighr, Hell into Heaven. Oh whet can God 
do, and what ſtrange eileQs doth heart- joy 
produce ? The man that was grovelling upon 
the earth 1s now raiſed up, and frisks ip the ſ0- 

emniry of a chearful Dance, as one ſet at li- 
; berty out of the reſtraint and darkneſs of a 
- traubl-lome Priſon, and he puts off his filthy 


'. Rags, Or rather, ſtrait and courſe Coat of 


Sack-cloth, and is cloathed with the Robe of 


Rightcouſneſls, and Garments of - Salvation. ' 


Oh what a Metamorphotis. 

ic. David's dueſente of God's main end and 
deſign in all this, v.12. To the end that my Glo- » 
ry may ſing praiſe to thee. His Glory 1s = 
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beſt thing he hath, his Tongue, ſay ſome, his 
Soul, ſay others ; I ſay both Soul and Body 
maſt j joyn tO lift 1 up God's praiſes. Nor ſhall 
we repent of ſounding God's praiſe, or be 1i- 
lent, or ceaſe. The more we praiſe God, the 
more occaſions of praiſe God will miniſter to 
us. But 1 will hope cots and will yet 
praiſe thee more and more. Thus much for the 
Context.” . in all this we may diſcern what ups 
and downs God's Servantsare ſubject to in this 
weary world, like Seamens toſflings, or 'Tra- 
vellers Road that lies up-hill and down; and 
what variety of aſteftions are ſtirred upon ſe- 
veral occaſions in the hearts of God's Chil- 
dren, joy and ſorrow, fear and boldneſs, de- 
fire and averſation, take their turns, and act 
their ſeveral parts in a Chriſtian's Brealt. 

But to come to the words, inwhich there 1s 
night and day, Thunder and Lightning, the 
black ſide and the bright ſide of a Chriltian's 
Cloud, Law and Goſpel, wrath and love ſet 
oppoſi te to "__ other, and compared, where- 
1n conſider , How the words come 31n. 
2. Wherein ths compariſon lies. 

1. The words come in as a fatisfying an- 
ſwerto a tacit objection thus formed, g. d. A- 
las, faitha gracious Soul, how ſhould 1 help in 
this bleſſed duty of praiſe, as 1s required v. 4. 
for alas! I fee] God's anvzer upon me, I lie un- 
der tokens of diſpleaſure, how can 1 ſing and 
21ive thanks? 

He anſwers this by a conceſſion, be it ſo, yet 
it's fit there ſhould be an interchangeable {uc= 
celiion of joy and ſorrow, as of day and 

B 2 night, 


Lam. 1.3, 


| 6] 
aight. 2. Sorrow like an unwelcome gueſt 
WI! ff I-dge all night, but a bleſſed morning 1s 
coming, which will diſpel the thick clouds of a 


| fadni; zhr. It's but a ſhort night, his anger 


endureth ho mcmncAT, it's but ſhort, though 
ſharp; it will not be always, nor long. . 4. It's 
worth waiting ſor, his favour it will recom- 
pence, poor aſtlicted Attendants, for in his fa- 


' your 15 life. Thus for the coherence. 


2, Wherein the compariſon lies, betwixt 
God's wrath and his favour. 1. In the Na- 
Lure. 2. Duration of both. 

. Inthe Nature, Properties, Ettects : God's 
w cath begets night, 7.. e. ſorrow, ſadneſs ; for 
night in Scripture oft imports ſorrow. How 
canthe afiiicted Soul chuſe but weep fore in the 
night, whenthe Sun of Righteouſneſs is with- 
drawn. If the wrath of a King be as Meſlen- 
gers of death, ſurely God's wrath is a Souls 
death ; but now in God's favour there is lite: 
a man, a Saint lives by the ſhine of God's 
Face. 

2. They are compared in their duration , 
Ge wrath is but for amoment, for a night, 
.e. there is a fcaſon of God's frowning, 
whipning, which at longeſt can but endure -to 
God's Saints the term of this natural life at 
longeſt; but his favour is as long as hife con- 
tinues, yea, longer, 1t runs parall el with the 
life of the Soul and line of Etcrnity. 

This former part of the Verſe ſeems intri- 
cate, bccaulc brier and conciſe, the latter part 
{cems an illuſtration thereof by an excellent 
Rhetorical Alluftion. [| His Ang ger] his Rod, 
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or Whip; for when God is angry he inflits 
puniſhment ; anger 1s ſhort, indignation morc. 
grievous, yet both ſhure of hatred : God's 
anger is manifeſted by it's cilects, when he 
ſcourgeth, as men do when angry ; ſo 'tisthe 
fruit of vindictive Juitice, for he is-not angry 
as men are. 

But the words lie thus, [' a moment in his an- 


ger ] *tis but momentany ; but his love is laft- 


ing, yea, everlaſting: ſo life 1s oppoſed to 
moment. The ſenſe of the words 1s this, al- 
though for our ſins God may ſometimes be 
angry with us; yct in due time he manifeſts 
bis good wil, which calls us back from death 
to life, wherein otherwiſe we ſhould die with 
horror and deſpair here, and eternal ſhame 
and confuſion hereafter. 


Mo Went 
in ind ſud, 


Some indeed read the words thus ( making 774. Mr. 


life refer to the former ſ{cntence, his favour to : W— 
Lu» 46 


the latter ) lives ( 7. e. the longeſt, ſweeteſt ; 


life of men 1s) a moment in his anger ( or is 
momentany ) 1 his good will (z.e. when his 
favour {weetly breaths on us) weeping may 
lodge with us in the night, but joy comes in 
the morning. The former part is parallel to 
that complaint in Pſal. 39. 5. Behold, thou haſt 
made my days as an hand breadth. And that ex- 
preſlion is like it, Pſal. go. 5. For all our days 
are paſſed away in thy wrath. But thisreading 


?00l's SyB8, 


0 


which we have in our Bibles is generally pre- 


ferred tor ſeveral good reaſons. I ſhall wave 
further explication, and alſo raifing obſeryati- 
ons, and. propound this as the Doctrine tobe 
treated of 1n the words of the Text, which is 
an entire propoſition. By That 


[8] 
T hat,» God's favour is life. 
Fhere is life in God's love; or God's love 
15 a Chriſtian's life. 4 
I's a Scripture-truth aſſerted by Davidhere, 
being inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt : and Moſes 
ſaith the ſame, Dent. 30. 20. For ke ts thy life, 
and the length of thy days (\.e.” not formally, 
but effectively, by a mentioning of' the effect ) 
he is the cauſe of thy life, or herein conliſteth 
thy life to obey and enj2y him. 
In proſecution of this Doctrine I ſball open 
theſe four general Heads. 
5 What this favour of Gad is, what this 
life. 
2. In what reſpect God's favour is life. 
: 3. To whom, and in what ſeaſons it 1s life. 
+ Why God's people account God's favour 
lite, nh 
 Andſocome to Application. 


CHAP.-I16 
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I. WW Hat 1s God's favour ? and what 1s 

| life? _I ſhall put both theſe toge- 

ther, and ſoopen the expreſlion briefly. | 

GR The word in. the firſt Language ſignifies 
i good will, good pleaſure: Dem. 33. 23. 


ve Ff,n/s X , 2 G BY - 

os Kh O) Naphtali, ſatisfied with favour, frill with the 
BY ”s Q . 

Fw vs bl: ſons of the Lord, The latter fentence ex- 


ſj: Plains he former, when God is pleaſed to bleſs 
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perſons, they have his, favour, and it's that 


which will fatisfie them. It alſo ſignifies ac- 


ceptance, ſai. 60. 7. They ſhall come up with ac- 


Cept 41g (or favour, g00d will ) upon mine altar. 4d b:nt- 
Its the ſame word as here. Once more, ſome - placiturr. 


times our.Engliſh renders it defire: Pal. 145-19. 
He will fullfil the deſire ( good will ) of them 
that fear him. But as applyed here to God, 
it imports God's great reſpect to his creature, 
and it's four-fold. 

2. God's favour 1s his common providence 
towards all,” even to the worit of men: Jſaz. 
26, 10. Let favour be ſhewed to the wicked, yer 
will he not learn righteouſneſs. And this 18 our 
natural life, both asto the original and main- 
fairing of it, good and bad have their depen- - 
dence upon God's providence ; for he holdeth 
our ſoul in life 3 Pf/. 66. 9. God doth not do as 
Workmen that wake an artificial Engine, and 
ſetit agoing, and ſoleaveitto its felt, but his 
favour preſerves our beings anc well beings : 
Fob 10. 12. Fhou haſt granted me life and favonr, 
and thy viſitation hath preſerved my ſpirit. By 
favour 1s meant either that life is a favour, or 
that beneficence whereby we are ſupplied with 


all needful accommodations. The Heatheys 774. 792. 
know this , and their Poets ſung it, as Paul Sy Ot. 
quotes Aratus and others, As 17.28. For in *" {0% 


him we live, and move, and have our being. $0 
that the ſtouteſt Champion and proudelt Em- 
perour on earth 1i s at God's fayour and cour- 
telie, whether they {hall live another moment. 
So Dame tells that mighty Monarch, chap. 5. 
7.23, That God in whoſe band thy breath is, and 


whoſe 


[ 10] 
whoje ace all thy ways. O that all men did but 
live in the ſenile of this great truth, that W 
Gol's fayour 1s their lite. / 


; 2. By God's favour is meant, ſome ſignal 
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flaj, $8. 
Pla, 18.28, 


acts of diſcriminating providence. Thus God 
ſhewed favour to 1{ael his peculiar Pſal.44. 23. 
God drove ont the Heathen ( z. c. the ſeven Na- 
tions out of Canaan) planted his people in 
their room. Why did he ſo? he anſwers ne- 
gativcly,.not by their Sword or Arms poſt- 
tvely, but by thy right hand, and thine Arm, 
becauſe thou hadft a favour unto them. God's 
tayour was their Armour and Artillery, this 
produced Weapons: for them, both of- 
ienfive and defenſive. Hence Pſal. 5. 12. For 
thou Lord wilt bleſs the righteous, with favour 
wilt tho compajs | Heb. crown} him as with 4 
Shield, This produceth our comfortable, ſafe, 
tweet lite, which is emphatically called a 
lite: So x Sam. 25. 6. Thus ſhall ye ſay to him 
that liveth, 1.e. that lives proſperoully, joyful- 
ly, comfbrtably. And 1 Theſ. 3. 8. Now we 
live, if ye ſtand faſt in the Lord: 1.e. welive a 
life of joy. For . as Rebecca ſaid of her {ad 
and {orrowiul life, Gen. 27.46. 1 am weary of 
my life becauſe of the aaughters of Heth, if Facob 
take ſuch an onc-- What oood ſhall my life da me ? 
For Alite of {orrows 1s a dying life, fcarce 
worth\the name of lite in the account of one 
bitter in\ Soul. But now God's favour pro- 
duceth dcliverances, comiortable provilions, 
refurretions from dcath to lite, and all ac- 
commodations. Thus God raifed Hexckiah 
jx0m a mortal diicaie, thus he lighted David's 
candle 
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candle, and thus he prevents a thouſand dan- 
gers, and loads us with multitudes of bleſ- 
lIings, whereby our lives are rendred comtort- 
able. And what is the ground of all this ? 
why , God's favour. Confult Pſzl. 91. 4,14, 
15, 16. Pſa/. 85.1, 2, 3. Oh conlider this, it's 
by God's tayour that our lite is not an Hell, 
but ſo near'/a kin to Paradiſe. 

3. By God's favour is meant ſpecial Fruits 
of God's diſtinguiſhing Grace, vouchſated to 
God's own Children, and to none elle : -Pſal. 
106. 4. Remember me, O Lord, with the favour 
of thy people : 1. e. the favour thou beareſt. to 
thy people (as onr Tranſlation explains it ) 
thence it, follows, Oh viſit me with thy ſalva- 
tron, This is peculiar love flowing from the 
ipring of electing Grace, producing, all tie 
ſtreams thar breed and feed {pirituallife in th 
Soul. From the fountain of God's favour flows 
converting Grace , /which puts a ſeed of 
ſpiritual life into the heart, whereby we live 
unto God, 2 Co7.5. 14, 15. It isthe favour of 
Benevolence whereby God firſt makes us his 
people, 1 Sam. 12. 22. It 1s the favour of com- 
placency,' whereby God takes delight in his 
people, Zeph. 3. 17. and in this Womb are 
—_ all the precious Fruits of Goſpel Grace, 
the giving of his Son, the preaching of the 
Goſpcl, the ſanCtification of Souls, their julti- 


fication, their commrnion with Ged, and c-: 


ternal ſalvation. Aij the priviledges that 
Saints enjoy on this {ide Heaven, and in Heas 
ven, Proceed from the favour of God, and ſo 
God's fayour is our life ſpiritual and cternal, 

| yea, 


Joh. 3: 16. 


P{al. 90. 
16.17. 


Plal,,27.4+ 


Eph.2.9. 
Jol.17. 3. God's gift, and a fruit of this fayour: This 
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ea, a living faith, and the life of faith is 


islife eternal begun, this indeed is a life wor- 
thy calling a life, without which we are but 
dead men morally, and muſt die cternally, But 
the good will and favour of God gives ſuch 
water to his Saints that ſhall be in them a Well 
of water ſpringing up to everlaſting life, 7h 
4.14. No wonder then if David to earneſtly 
deſires this favour of God, without which he 
wasnot aSaint, nor accepted ; Pſzl. 119. 132. 
Look_thou upon me (i.e. witiy a Propitious fa- 
vonrable aſpect ) and be merciful unto, me, as 
thou uſeſt to do unto thoſe that love thy name. All 
have mercies, but all have not tender mercies, 
which. David makes great reakoning of : this 


diſtinguiſhing kindnels and eſpecial favour be- 


gct'a ſpiritual life. 

4 There's one thing more which this fa- 
vour imports, v:z. the ſenſe and feeling of this 
favour of God inthe Soul, produced by aſweet 
and ſatisfying manifeſtation. of it to the ſoul. 
This David intends, Pſal. t19. 58. I entreated 
this favonr . Heb. face] with my whole heart, 1. e. 
David longs not only for the fruits of God's 
fayour in his Soul, but the ſhining of God's 
face to him, the ſweet aſſurance. of God's ſpe- 
cial love, Pſal. 31. 16. /Make thy face to ſbine 
#90n thy ſervant, which elſewhere 1s called the 
beauty of the Lord, this David makes the rea- 
ſonof that one thing begged that he might 
dwell in God's Houle, and all God's ſeryants 
have ſought for it, and to0ked upon it as their 
life, ghr, help, hcaith ; P/u. So. 3. Turn i 
avainy 
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arain, O God, and canſe thy face to ſhine, and 
we ſball be ſaved. And Pſal. 67. 1, 2. God 
be merciful to us, and bleſs us, and cauſe his 
face to ſhine upon us, that thy way may be known 
upon earth, thy ſaving health among all Nations. 
It is an expreſſion borrowed from men, that 
when they are well pleaſed with their Friends, 
they-look chearfully upon them, which begets 
joy and comfort in their drooping acquain- 
tance : Prov. 16. 15. In the light of the Kipg"s 
countenance 15 life,and vs favour 13 as a cloud of the 
latter rain. Even ſo when God beholds his 
Children with a chearful countenance, it ani- 
mates, exhilerates, and reviveth their droop- 
ing ſpirits. So ſaith David, Þſ. 4. 6, 7. Lord, 
lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us -) 
thou haſt: put gladneſs in my heart more than in tbe 
time that their corn and wine encreaſed. David 
oppoſcth God's fayour to the valt multitudes 
of his Enemies , and inſtead of Armics, he 
begs God's favour may be lift up on his ſoul 
as a Banner { for ſo the words import ) g. d. 


men have their friends and confederates to be hetalle 7 


loving auxiliaries to them, but I delire no 0- y2ri4un 
ther comfort but thy favour for me, and the !ucem vul- 


r7nſeand aſſuranceof thy love to me, ſhew that *#4 77: 


thou haſt a reſpect to me, and the brightneſs of 
thy pleaſant face will ſcatter mine enemies as 


miſt, or at leaſt difpel thoſe black clouds thar- 


jit upoh. my benigbted ſpirit, and bring day- 
break. Oh the joy that this begets! not in 
face, but in heart, true, full, intimate, ſatisfy- 
ing: thisis the only reviving Agqza viteto the 
fainting ſpirits, that fetcheth a ſoul from 
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death to lite, the ſtorms of God's wrath k;1! 
the ſouls comfort, and nip the buds of hepes, 
but the ſweet beams of divine love in the 
ſpring-time of God's gracious return put life 
into tne diſconſolate ſoul; even as a child is 
ſtruck dead hy his angry Father's frowns, but 
quickened by his reconciled Father's friend- 
Iy ſmiles. This iavour of God hegets ano- 
ther life of divinc joy, pleaſure and fatisfacti- 
on © this is the life of Heaven, feeding upon 
the Grapes of Cangar, ; this is a bleſled Para- 
diſe, a little corner of the Heavenly Ferrſa- 
lem, this 1s with the bcloved Diſciple to lie in 
Jeſvs's boſom, this it is to have the kiſſes of 
his mouth, the joy of his Salvation. It 1s 
true, this is not every ones privilege, but 
ſometimes Cod doth graciouily indulge his 
fervants with the comfort of theſe ſenſible 
guſts. As that eminent Scotch-LCivine Mr. 
Robert Bruce, when dying,: his Friends: asked 
how it was with him, he anſwered, IWher 7 
was yoirns I was diligent, aid lied by futh in the 
Son of God: bit wow T am old, and not able to v2 
much, yet he condeſceiras to feed me with lumps of 
ſeaſe. And indeed this kind of life 1s as it 
were a kind of lite of ſpiritual ſenſe; Pſal.8g. 
I5, 16, 17. Dlef:dis the prople that kyor the joy- 
ful ſeund: they jhall walk,, O Lord, in the licht of. 
thy conntenauce. In thy aame ſhall they rejoyce all 
the day : and in thy righteouſneſs ſball they be exal- 
ted. For thou art the glory of their ſtrength: and 
in thy favoir our hora ſhall be exalted. 
Theſe two latter (1 ſuppoſe ) are meant in 
this Text, iz. the fayour of diſtinguiſhing 
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mercy which begcts ſpiritual life in-real Saints, 
and the favour of God manifeſted to the fout 
which begets a comfortable, joyful life. Both 
theſe David intends here , ſpecially the 
latter. If you ask further,whoſe favour this 1s 
in [which is life? I anſwer, the favour of all 
the perſons in the Sacred Trinity, God the 
Father, God the Son, God the Holy Ghoſt, 
you have them all mentioned in the Vale- 
diftory Benediction preſcribed to the 
Prieſts, Nium. 6. 24, 25, 26. The Lord bleſs 


. thee and keep thee, [Let God the Father, the 


fountain of bleſſings, the preſerver of his crea- 
tures, -bleſs thee with ſpiritual bleſlting, give 
thee Grace, and preſerve it in thee] The Lord 
make his face ſhine upon thee, and be oracious to 
thee, [Let God the Son, the Son of Rigite- 
ouſneſs irradiate thy ſoul with beams of Go- 
{pel-light and Love, and ſhine into thy heart 
with the light of the knowledge of the Glory 
of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt ] Tyre Lord 
lift up bis countenance upon thee, aid 8:02 thee peace 
[ Let the good ſpirit of God th: comforter 
bring the report of God's love to thee clearup 
electing love, apply to thee redeeming Grace, 
and give thee the comfort thereof ] That peace 
of God that paſſeth all underſtandins keep your 
hearts and miads throuzh Chriſt Feſus , and the 


grace of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the love of 


God, and the communion of the Holy Ghoſt be 
with you all, Amen. This New Teſtament Be- 
nediction anſwers to that in the Old, and both 
the peculiar Bleſſings proper to theſe perſons 
of the Tiinity diſtributed to God's you 

ct 


2 Cor.4.6, 


[16] 


0111 ins Yet withal we muſt take that Rule that Divines 


tatis al rx- 


irs ſunt in» 


as viſaſti o- 


have laid down, that the works of the Trinity 
[ad extra] to things without, are undivided, 


minibus yer- and, common to all the perſons of the Trinity, 
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Rom. 3.25, 


becauſe the Eſſence 1s common to all the per- . 
ſons, fo cſſential Works. Herice Creation 
1s alcribed to the Son, Redemption to the Fae , 
ther, Sanctification both to Father and Son, as 
well as to the Holy Ghoſt. Hence Divines 
lay downanother Rule, Thatone and the ſame 
work to the creature in different reſpects may 
be either perſonal or eſlential, ſo Chri{t's in- 
carnation inchoatively is an eflential work 
common to the Trinity , but termina- 
tively it is the perſonal work of the Son a- 
lone. But how we may conceive of God in 
\Worſhip ; or how to expect good from the 
perſons of the Trinity I ſhall ſay no more, but 
refer you to that- choice man of God, and 
great inſtrument of good, Mr Dxrham, in his 
Expoſition of Revel. iz Dig. on ch. 1. fol. g. 
TO 20. 

One thing more I muſt add, that there's no 
ſaving favour ſhines from. God to Souls, but 
only through Jefus Chriſt the only Mediator of 
the Covenant. It is only by Chriſt that God 


'1s reconciled to Sinners, Chriſt is the great 
'PPropitiation by whom an Atonement . Is made 


with God, . God isthrough his Sufferings aud 
Interceſſion pacityed, and now at laſt ſhews 
himſelf friendly and favourable to believing 
Souls: For he faith, Thisrs my beloved Son, in 
whom I am weil pleaſed - Matth: 3..17. It 
whom, not only with jus perſon, attings, - 
et 
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1 Cor. 1.2 
, wy 


accompliſhment or accommodation , owns 
God's common {avyonr for it's Author, and 
every pertect giving of ſpectal Grace, com- 
fort or glory 1s the bleſſec product of divine 
diſtingnithing love: 


trom God the Father, and the Lord Jcſus, 


* 2race to make us good, andpcace in the ſenſc 


and feeling of this good; grace to make our 
iouls acceptable to God, peace whereby we 
may be comfortable in our ſelves. Sec this 
tully in Pſzl. 36. 8, 9. They ſhall be abundantly 
[1i5f1ed withthe fon + of thy houſe, aud thou ſhalt 
ts them drink. ; hw YEUCH of thy pleaſures, 
Why fo? For with thee is th: fount: un of life. 
F Heb. l1oes 7] natural, ſpiricual, cheariul, e- 
tral life, all liycs that tend to our being or 
weil-being are 11 God as in a fountain, whence 
they ſtream; for this fatneſs of God's Houle, 
and.river of plcafure is nothing elſe- but the 
ionic of God's love, wich depends ON God, as 
Aiithor, [I whoſe  preſer ce 25 fi Rouge of joys and 
&t whoſe ; A tht aid are pleaſures for CUVETMOrE : 
PIR. 16.11. 
2. God's face or fayour 1s the object of life, 
and indeed ſo the cauſe, the ftght of God in 
Chriſt is the ſouls jpiritual Ry Tohn 17. 3. And 
this is life ponerp l, that they migzh: buns thee the only 
true God, and Teſs Chriſc whon thor haft ſeat. 
By faith a foul lecs him thar is 1nyHible, and 
fait is the fouls life, the jait Iiveby faith. Al 
our Preſent life of comfort conliſts in the ſight 
of God's plaſod face. When God hides his 
face poor Dovid is troubled, Pfal. 30.7. But 
when God {hews hisreconciiced face, the droop- 
INS 


grace and Peace Proceed 


, owns 
ior, and 
2, com- 
F divine 


proceed 


d Jcſus, 
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ake our 
reby we 
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buadatly 
thou ſhalt 
pleaſurcs, 

of life. 
wiv], c- 
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whence 
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God, as 
foy, \and 
\er more ky 


t of life, 
God 1n 
7. 3. And 
ee the only 
12ſt ſeat. 
Hle, and 
th. Al 
the ſight 
tides his 
d. 7. But 
e drooP- 
Ing 


ME. 
L 19 | 
ing ſoul, like the Sun-ilower, begins to open, 
chear and reviyc. 
God's face and favour begets in the foul ! - And 
indeed Heaven is nothing elſe but the beatical 
vition, or the ſecing of God's bleiled and beau- 
tiful face. When the Heavyenly Courtiers get 
into t12 Chamber ,of Preſence, and behold the 
King or Heaven's Face, they ſhall need no more 
to complete their happineſs. So Scripture 
teſtifies, Bel. 175. 15, 1 Cor. 13s 12. 

3. God's favour is the Rule of Life, cfpe- 
cially of a Chriſtian's life. A real Saint adts 
according to this, ſquares his joys, ſorrows, 
cares, fears, defires, delights according to the 


motions or maniteſtations of God's fayour, or 


his withdrawing from the ſoul. If the King 
{mile he is chearcd, if he frown he is caſt 
down. So David here, He hideth his face, 1 
am treuvied. But Acts 2.28. Thorn ſhalt make 
we fill of joy with thy conntcmaice. Yea, this is 
the 


Oh the comfort this ſight of 


He dares 
donothing 
but muſt 

have God's 
ſavour up- 


on him 
therein. 
Sce Exod; 
33.13. 16, 
Pial. 90. 
19,17, S0 


Rule of a Chriſtian's -aCtions , duties , "is his 


graces, for God's favour initluences all, regu- Rule. 


lates all. Nay, ſurther, God's provident:al 
favour is the rule and meaſure of the creatures 
natural life, Pſ1.104. Thouhideſt thy ſocethey are 
tronbled, thou takeſi away their breath, they die ard 
return to their duſt. 

4. But cſipecially God's ſayour is the cnd of 
lite, the due end of ail creatures lives and aCti- 
ons is for God's pleaſure : Rev. 4. 11. Subordi- 
nate to God as their end. Nov. 11. 36. For of 


him, and throuzh him, aud to him are all thines, 
All the creatures tend to God, as the Lines to 
the Cefiter; but as all a man's }2bours in his 
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[ 22 | 
God would favour me {0 much in this howling 
Wildernets as to dircct me tie right way to a 
City of Habitation: I haye gone aſtray like a 
loſt SHCCP __ the Mountains of fin and crrour, 
and the way of peace | have not known ;* Of ! 

that the Lord wouid make all his promiſes 00d 
to my {foul for connſel and direction. Now 
God's fayour in this work of guidance is ex- 
preſied | in ſuch promiles as theſe, which the be- 
wildred foul muſt make grounds of _— age 
mg prns nh T: Pſal. 32.5. Iſt. 

21, . 48. 17+.:Pſal. 25. 12, 14. Iſa. 42: 16 
Tatke 1 [. 80, 

A convinced ſinner wants God's favour, . 
and eſteems it his life, if the Lord hay ts g1ve 
hum 2 trerning heart, an heart to turn from all 
lin to God, kn wing that repentance 1s God's 

git, the poor foul is convificeq of it's necelll- 
I difliculty, yea, 1t's own impotency to turn 
it ſelf, crics out, Lord, thou haft commanded 
me to turn my ſelf, but that is only to uſe the 
means wherein thou haſt appointed me toob- 
£ain Converſion, for thou art the only proper 
ci!:cient cauſe of this great work. Alas! I can 
no more convert my ſelf than Ican create ny 
ſelf, I cannot make one hair white or black, 
much leſs make my heart new or holy ; this per- 
fect gift comes from the Father of Lights, and 
is a bleſſ?d effect of <clecting Grace, Alas! 
thongh 1 ſee my way chal: ted ont, 1 cannot 
V; alc” "= WW have a rebe Hious will, Lord, I 
fear thou ha't nor given m2a heart to perceive, 
and eycsto fee, and ears to near unto this day. 
NowTl o ordfoondly awake me, throvehly change 


me, 


bowling 
way to a 
ay like a 
A errour, 
vin; Ooh! 
162s 200d 
1 Now 
ce IS CX- 
-h the be- 
ICOUrage- 
, Iſa. 30. 


1. 42.10. 
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y change 
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L 23 } 
ine, renew niy foul. Oh! whata favour would 
I takea mourning, 2 turning heart to be, I fee 
the word will not d9 it, tne rod will not doit, 
i have been 4s 4 brillock, znaccuſtomed to the yoke, 
tun thou me, and I ſhall beturned : and he | 
am ſavingly turn2d, I ſhall kindly repent - and 7 
| amthe more encouraged to delire and ask this 
favour, becauſe thou halt graciouſly made theſe 
precious promiſes: Dent. 30. 6. Fer. 24; 7. Ee 
Ztk, 11. 194\'36. 25, 26s 

3. He wants an intercſt in felis Chriſt : 
the poor. convinced ſinner ſees nothing 11 the 
whole world that can do him any good; and as 
for his own righteouſneſs, alas it is but as filthy 161.545, 
rags that rather defile than jultihe him; and . 
thus he cries out, Lord, now at laſt 1 ſee ry 
own nakedneſs and wretchednefſ 3, 1. abhor my mo I 
{21f, and all Tamand have, therctorc thou maylt 4 y x 
juſtly abhor me; I muſt havea righteouſneſs 7, de mes L 
better than my own to juſtihe me, as tor my {cIf, 
the Bed is |horter than that a man can firerch Iat.29,29, 
himſelf. on it, and the Covering narrow- 
er than that a man can wrap himſelf in it. 
When I think of my wicked life by-paſt, and 
this wicked heart within me, and God's ſtrict 
juſtice agamit linners, and that I have nothing 
to skreen and ſhclter me from it, I then ſay 
with David, If thou, Lord, ſhouldſt markh_ins Py 1.130, 
quities, O Lord, who ſhall ſand. But I hear 
good news of a Saviour who is hecome a Surety, Heb.7 - 22. 

an Advocate, a propitiatory Sacrifice for ſin- joh.s. 

ners: Oh, that God would give me Chriſt ! om zo 
oh for an intereſt in his Son! None but Chriſt, © 
none but Chriſt, what would I pive for him 2 
G74: Lord, 
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*. face, but to the Lord my- God belong mercies 


and torgivenctics. Here's all my hope, this is 
!he only ground of my expectation. And 1s 
tiere any hope of a'forlorn wretch ?. Oh the ve- 
ry pollibility of obtaining his favour raifeth my 
{oul into an cxtaſie, the leaſt hint of hope 1s 


worth a world. But will God be pacifed to- 


wards me? Is not this too good ncews.t9 be 
true. Have I any warrant from God for this 
hope ? Ohyes, lread in the Scripture of Truth 
«abundance of {weet promiſes—upon which 1 
will ventnre my fouls everlaltin ſtate, and 
vhile I have awordof promiſe from Heaven 
io ſecure God's favour, and pardon to a peni- 
tent finner, I ſhall nor preſume, if I be ſuch an 
one, which | cannot deny bur I am. The pro- 
muſes are theſc, Jjai. 57.7, 8. Fer. 31. 34- 1ſas. 
43+ 25.—44. 22, Pſal. 25. 11.- Liths 24. 46, 47+ 
Afat. 11.28. Atts 10. 43.—13. 39339. Rom. 4. 
$> Gy To Tit, 3. Fam 


* Proceed! to the fecond fort of perſons and 
ſcaſons WHCTEIN God's ciuidren teel the truth 

oi this Icxr, That in (od's favorr-is life : and 
ERMLIS ECLANDIN 3 Back iders, when the ſouls of 
God's 
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God's children are fallen into acts of opzn 
ſcandalous finning, or a ſecret courle of remit: 
nes, unwatchfulneſs, decays of Grace, and in 
{ich a day uſually Cod hides his face from the 
{oul, and leaves it in a woful plight, under a 


meaſure of detertion, and alas tie jonl is now 


under a convincing fenſe of God's favour in four 
reſpects. 

1. The poor backiliding ſoul wants and 
longs for a gracious reception into God's fa- 
vour again: Ah! faith the poor foul, my caſe is 
jad and deſperate, when I firſt entred into Co: 
venant with God, I promiſed contlancy, I ſaid 
come arid let us joyn onr ſelves to the Lord in a 
perpetual Covenant that ſhall not be forgoiten: 
but alas, how ſoon have I forgotten it ! how 
ſoon have I forſaken the: Lord! How quickly 
am I turn'd aſide aiter vain things that cannot 
profit! Wo is me, ungrateful wretch that [ 
am ! my unkind dealing with God is unparal- 
lel' di. Who ever return'd unto folly as 1 have 


- done ! Oh ry ſittings looſe from God! my 


gnilty conſcience accuſeth me, God ſrowns on 
me, all my former {ins ſtare me in the face, even 


the ſins of my unregencracy : yea, Lam queſtion- 


ins whether ever there was a {aving change, for 
did ever any of Gods children carry at this rate! 
Surely my ſpot is not the ſpot of Gods chil- 
dren ? May not ſuch a Backſlider inheart and 
lite expect to be filled with his own ways ? Am 
I not bordering upon that foul fin againft rhe 
Holy Ghoſt, ſeeing 1 haye bcen once. enlight- 
cned, and now fall away at this rate, 1s it pol- 
ſible that ever 1 ſhould be renewed again to 

rePentaice, 


Jer. 51-5. 


Hel).5. J pa 


C.10.27s 


Penance, ay 1 nog rather tcariully look ior 
CTY Nd1gHation }F Lan a gracious acceptation 
"aro favour; yet i my ſinhave not reach'd to 
that degree, Lis 1 Er {ure, 1t hath been fear- 
ally apgravared with light and love received, 
ela os, ſtriving of the Spirir, arid 
'. filled, which makes Ny 
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OAT { & "oh 's wrath drop 


nands td Fionic droppcti txongin, 

by my carcleſuels and HOU] have inado wounds 
i 45 We i tne [3c ho! CS wb CIC 
tn fin hath come 1n grace hath gone Out, tic 
$INto iny heart, and IO! 

tows me. OhthatGod would agal recruit h:s 
own work ininy heart, which 1s alwg pt V; F 
{2d away £0nothing * Ohthar this | IPir1 © WO 
lot Fas fg upon my dulled graces, darmped |!Þ! 
£1t+ Act, O Lord, according to thy word, 


ndremember for me theſe juickening promi- 


% Ef. 5, 2 F914. 3p Ty 8. 1/ai. 5 J» Ls, A» a " 
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z. Phetroubled Backllider wants pot anc 
J= 3 | £ 
comfort. Oh for the ſenſe of God's iavour a- 

| 


this I h 
from peace, I forget proſperity, yea, to r Peace 
© t 


| have great bitterneſs, and wien "cn 1s 
oftered, my foul reſuſeth tobe co! norred. Ny, 
| remeinher God, ſa—— lcd [ reflecting 
xhat joys Ihayc had, whicharenow lof ot; ya, 
Teſtioning my Interelt in bm] willthe Lore 

caſt off for ever? will he be favourable no 
nore? Oh what a long while is ir ſince 1 ſaw 
tha bleſſed face! his viſits arc grown very 
rare, there's a great and fad Itrangencſis be 
-ween God oY my foul. . Ales, what ſhall 1 
1o to recover his {tuiles) 1 find a taſte now 


L1 _ £ 


and then of his guickening preſence, but his 
4 y Ce ads ; -} 17 F I & + 
CONVOTTLIE, prelence tz utrerly gone : 1 muſt 


; (14 | = i 47 wh, Be bb, 3 

WE! © GO, and condemn my teit 5 though he 

foul hankh met fron his bleſſed Prelence for 
VC}, YET IN THOTE NUT M0P% 18s Ian 


nave loſt, iny = is far off 


Lam.2.17 


[. 30 ] 
turn 2 Oh it wonld be a bleſſed day to ſce that 
beantiful face! to fect thoſe joys that once I 
had, but now haye loſt! Oh that it were as 

Job 29 2, 1n Months paſt, as in the days when God pre- 

Zo ſerved me 1) when his @ndle ſhined upon my 

Head, and when by his light I walked through 

darkneſs! Lord, rcſtone unto methe joy of thy 

ſalvation, hide not thy face from me : Lord, 

Pa.88.14. Why calleſt thou off my foul ? Why hideſt thou 


Pſa,5 1-12: 


thy face from me? what would my ſoul give 


for one of thy wonted ſmiles? ſhall I never 
regain the ſenſe of thy favour ? Wilt thor ſuffer 
thy child to pine away in <1{confolatenclis for 
want of his Father's love ? On that I might again 

Hoſ.2.7, lic in that blclicd boſom! how well ſhall it be with 
me upon my returnto my firſt Husband ! Loyd, 
remember thefc words of promiſe to thy ſer- 
vant, upon which thoygpalt cauſed me to truſt : 
Tſai. 7.165171, 19-54-6570, 13-32-1617. 
66.12#123,1-þ. 2 Cor.7-6. 

a. All this will not fully content the return- 
ing backflider without God's favour to ſecure 
him from falling for time ro come. Alas, ſaith 
the reduced wandcrer,thavea backſliding heart, 
and though 1 be brought back now, 1 ſhall a- 
gain goaltray without new ſupplies of aſlitting 

{5 grace : Ifeel my heart declining, and it will re- 

Pia, 85:8. turn nnto foily aſtcr peace ſpoken, unleſs God 
ſpeak an effecting as wellas commanding word, 
Go thy way and izne more. | God's ſpecial favour 
mult maintain this work freſh in my heart; 
turn us again, and cauſe thy face to ſhine, and 
we ſhall be {aved, ſo will nct we go back from 
thee. Quicken us, and we will call upon thy 
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name; Pſal. 80.3. 7.18, 19. Lord, unleſs the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs keep ſtill ſhining on me, 
and drawing me up, I ſhall fall tothe earth like 
a meer vapour or exhalation, if thy fayour put 


not thy right hand under me, I fall and break 


my bones, diſhonour thy name, undo my ſoul, 
and never recover. Fain would I hold ont, O 
ſuffer me not to fall or fail, crown thy grace in 
me with perſeverance ( for ſuffering and per- 
ſeverance muſt- be the bottom and top of all 
graces, or they are counterfeit ) I have many 
enemies within and without, I diſcern how apt 
to fall upon a very ſlight occaſion, I have had 
too long experience of this treacherous ſpirit, 
but I dare not trult it, yetI dare trult thee to 
keep that which concerns thee in me. Eſtabliſn 
me, ſtrengthen, ſettle my ſoul, thou haſt by 
thy favour ſet my feet on the Rock that*s higher 
than I: O'keep me there, my Mountain niay 
ſoon be removed, but maintain me upon thy 
Mountain, till I come to the Mount of God. 
If God be my defence I ſhall not be greatly 
moved, yea, I jhall get ſtrength that I ſhall 
not be moyed at all. I beg no morethan what 
I haveunder thy hand in a promiſe; P/al. 13. 
37. 23. 24.—112, 4/6. 1ſat. 4.2. 34-54 10. 
Fer. 32. 33, 39940. Ho. 2. 19, 20. Phil. 1. 6. 

3. Another ſort of perſons and ſeaſon in 
which God's fayour 1s valued by God's people 
as life, is, when they are under ſome: preſſing, 
pinching affiiction, then they feel a neceſlity of 
God's favour. Now theſe atllictions are of two 
ſorts. 1. Outward. 2. Inward. Anhint of 
both. 

1. Outward 


Plai.t38.8:7 
1 Per. 5.10, 


Pla,62.,26, 
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ame, the poor {oil foirin, Alas, | lee | have 
ofthe favour of men, they reproach me, are 
aterrour rome, bur by not thou, O Lord, a ter- 
roumto me; thon art ny only Nope, iriver 


2ainſt me, Bo thou for inc, TEN may i bid de- 
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[33 
1 look. upon tuat as a ſingular favour from Gog, 
and honour to me. The reproach of Chrilt is 
my riches: Heb.11.26. 1 Pet. 4.14. As 5.41. 
Tſai. 51.7,12,13s 

3. In bodily pains. When the Chriſtian lies 

{ick, or pained upon his Bed, among all the vi- 
ſiters that expreſs favour to him, he would 
have the Lord's company, and the Lord doth 
condeſcend to come to him, and not only viſit 
him, ſpeak to him, but puts his Arm under 
him, and ſtrengthens him upon his bed of lan- 
guiſhing, yea, hetarries with him, and morning 
and evening makes his bed for him; Pſal.41.3. 
Oh happy Favourite of Heaven that's thus at- 
tended! ſuch a foul knows, if God ſees good, 
he will favour him off his*Bed, and love him 
out of the pit : 1j:i. 38. 17. | 

4. In Relative Troubles. Alas, faith the . 

Chriſtian, my Relations are not only poor, but 
prophane, yea, the greateſt Enemies I have in 
God's way, fo that Scripture is fulfilled, A. 
man's enemies are the men cf his own houſe ;, In 
this caſe 1 will look unto the Lord ;, Mic. 7. 5, 6, 7. 
[ amcontent to yenture, yea, actually lole the 
fayour of Brother, Siſter, Father, Mother, to 
gain and maintain the fayour of God, and when 
all is gone I do not repent the bargain, I have 

made a ſaving match, I am an infinite Gainer. 

But oh how ſad will it be to loſe men's favour 
for ſeeming religious, and not being fo. If 
you ask for what ends, and upon what accounts 
Chriſtians would have the ſenſe of Gods fa- 
your ? I might ſhew this largely, that the atf- 
fiction might be ſweetened, coming to himas 

D atoken 


"4 
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1 tokenof {pecial love from God as his Friend 
and F _ though it be a bitter pill, yet if 
it be lapt in the Sugar of God's favour, the 
Chriſtians ſtomach wilt not riſe againſt it, but 
hid it welcome, if God fend it in favour, he 
taſtes honey upon therod ; the beſt fruit grows 
vpon tyat tree. A Farther will correct his child 
in loye, therefore in wiſdom, pity, in due 
meaſure, for a ſhort ſeaſon, for rheir good to 
take away lin, Fr fit them for Heaven , there: 
fore the Rod iS adopted tobe as a genuine oft. 
{pring of the covenant of God's grace: Pſal.8g. 

32. 33. Ohdſaith the ſoul, if I can but ſee God's 
Rh towards me when his hand ts on me, [ 
am very well ſatisfied, let him wound me, fo it 
be-a wound of a Friend, let him cut me, ſo he 
will cure me, let him do what he pleaſeth with 
me, ſo he will but expreſs favour to me. And 
all this God promiſeth, Heb. 12.8,9, 10. Iſa: 
2.7. 78. Jer. 46. 28. Prov. 3.12. Iſai. 63. 9 
Zech. 3.9. Rom. 5. 3, 4, 5+ 

2. So for ſpiritual troubles which ariſe, 

. From guiltof ſin : On faith the ſoul, what 
Mall | do, whither ſoever I go my {in i$ CET 
before me, {11s npon me, ah, what can a gull- 
ty MalefaCtor deſire, but the Judges favour ! 

nts God promiſeth; and Chriſt purchaſeth, 
. aS 1 have ſhewed : look alſo, Exed. 34, 6, 7,8. 
Job 33-26, 27. Mecen. 18, 

God's diſpleaſure in this caſe, when the 
aeihet reels Gods anger, the only remedy 1s 
God's favour. Oh that God would remove 
from me the ſtroke of his hand; Pſal: 3g. 10. 
i.ord, rebuke me not 1n anger, 1 cannot _ 
eny 
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thy disfayour, it's a death - to me, but 1n thy 


fayour 1s lite. 


3, The corruptions of the heart are an 
heavy affliction to the godly ſoul, and make 
himbow down heavily, crying out with Paz!; 
Oh wretched man that I am, theſe Sons of Zer- 
viah are too hard for me, theſe Canaanites are 
thorns in my cyes, theſe Mother's children put 
me to hard ſervitude, and what's the remedy ? 


nothing but God's fayour to mortifie corrupti- 
on, according tothat promiſe. 
ſhall not have dominion over you, for ye arenot un- 
der the law, but under grace. 


Rom. 6. 14. $1 
Oh, ſaith the ſoul, 


that the Lord would come in with ſuccour and 
relief to my crying bleeding heart, and reſcue 
me from theſe inteſtine foes, what a fayour 


ſhouldI bbok upon it! 


4. The temptations of Satan coſt the troubled 
heart many throws and pangs that are ready 
to overpoter jt and lead it captive: when ſhall 
it once be thr the God of Grace will tread 
Satan undery1ny feet! Rom. 16, 20. Many atime 


my ſoul 
Oh th 


ays againſt theſe meflengers of Satan, 
at laſt his grace. might be ſufficient 
for me to vanquilh or maintain the conflict : x Cor. 10. 


2 Cor. I2, 


6,78. 


Lord, I beg thy favour againſt the roaring Li- 13: 
on, he tcrrifies me, do thou farisfie, at lealt for- 
tifie me againſt thelehis fiery darts ; ſweet Lord 


Jeſus thou was tempred to be able or fitto ſuc- Heh.2: 12, 


cour ſuch as weretempted, thou feeſt how I am. 
hurried and haraſſed with him, Lord, thy favour 


only will tet me at liberty. 
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4. He laſt ſort of perſons and ſeaſons of 
God's fayour being as life to the good 
{oul, is dying perſons atthe approach of that 
King of terrours, when fleſh and heart fail, 
then it's time for a {cul to look aſter God as 
the ſtrength of his heart, and his portion for 
ever. Ir is true, the Chriſtian hath choſen 
God's favour before, but now he feels it more 
ſenſibly to be his liie in theſe four reſpetts. 

1. To ſfatisfic the ſoul of his ſafe ſtate, the 
poor Chriſtian hath been often daubting and 
diſputing his -mtcreſt in Chriſt and title to 
Heaven, but now he thus cries out, Alas! what 
ſhall 1 ſay or do? my ſoul is in a dangerous 
fate, I am palling into another world, and I 
know not whither, 1 am at great uncertainties 
about cternty, It 1s a great journey, the mat- 
ter is of infinite concernment, Heaven or Hell, 
Salvationor Damnation Hes upon it, the guilt 


* of many iinscomes freſh into my remembrance, 


L am donhtful of the.truth of my repentance, 
my heart 1s very deceitful, the work is diff- 
cult, there are many miſtakes, it is caſie to 
mniſcarry, thouſands are ſhipwracked unawares, 
Sha!l I ſay with that dying Emperour, Oh my 
poor wandring, trembling ſelf flattering ſoul, 
whither art thon going, thou muſt converſe no 
more with men, nor jeſt it out as thou walſt 
wont : oh, whither arttaou going ! or. ſhall 1 
lay 
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fay with another, I have lived anxiouſly, and 
die doubtingly. Alas, I am afraid ts go out 
of the world, not knowing whether God be 
my Friend or Enemy; oh, for ſenſe of re- 
conciliation! Now the fruits of God's favour 
to my ſoul would be: worth all the world; it 
God ſhould ſmile upon my foul in Chriſt, I 
ſhould not be aſhamed to live, becauſe Ihavea 


- good conſcience, nor_afraid/to die, becauſe } 
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have a good God to goto. Let me have faith, yw.; c22. 
that I maydie in faith ; {#melive in the Lord, Rey, 14.13. 


that I maydie in the Lord, ſo I ſhall be happy 
with the Lord for ever. One ſmile, O Lord, 
vouchſafe to me acluſter of Canaar, a forctaſte 
of Heaven before I go hence, for I cannot 
live, and I dare not. die without thy fayour and 
the ſenſe of it. 

2. Totakeaway the ſting and fear of death, 
God's favour and the ſenſe of it will only re- 
move fears from the ſoul going to'conflict with 
the King of terrours, death is indecd terrible 
init ſelf, and often preſents it ſelf in a formi- 
dable ſhape, and when it looks ſo gbaſtly, the 
poor ſoul is affrighted, unleſs the Lord look 
chearfully upon him. Now the Chriſtian thus 
expreſleth himſelf, Lord, fin brought dearh in- 
to the world, and it's greedy rnaw ſwallows up 
all mankind, - and I am goivg the way of all the 
earth, I ſee its pale-face, I feel its tangs iaſten- 
ing on me, the Graves are ready for me, but 
God's {miles will daunt death, and da{h this ty- 
rant out of countenance, God's tavour wul 
blow this duſt out of my eyes, and prepare me 
a proſpect into. eternity ;- and on how happy is 
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N it to look above the Grave to God's face, and / fron 
beyond death at Heaven! My Lord Jeſts taſted/ 

death, and thereby conquered death, and fate 

wreſted its wounding weapons out of its hands, thre 

Hev.2, 14, deſtroying him thar had the power of death, Sav! 
7c, the Devil; and ſo delivering them, who, Qquer 
through fear of death, were ail their life time pain 

ſubject to bondage; hence the Chriſtian Cham- foul 

pion in ſenſe of God's favour and Chriſt's con- with 

queſlt may triumph over death, and ſay, Oh Into 
vCdecae death where is thy ſting ! oh grave gyhere 1s th that 
-:.55, viftory? Oh thatmy foul could ſeemy Saviour day. 
laid before me in my grave, perfuming it for Eat 

me, preparing me for .it, bidding me follow 2 0u 

him who broke the Ice, drunk up the brook in the ] 

the way, ſurely I would then follow my Captain Hear 

without fear, 1 ſhould ſhoot this- Gulf with- 74” 

out danger, and ſay with David, Though I walk, FAl 1 

through the valley of the ſhadow of death, I will ſport 

fear noevil, for thou art with me, thy rodand thy ſo m1 

ſtaff they comfort me + Pfal. 23. 3. woul 

3. To receive the ſoul immediately upon With 
diſſolution, this muſt be by God®s favour, for Win 

the ſoul cannot enter into Heaven without - Teacl 

God's leave and love, they muſt be ſpecial fa- fort] 

vourites that are a«mitted into his Chamber of 4s 
Preſence. It's true we cannot expect that pe- God 
culiar priviledge that the good thicf uponthe © hc 

Croſs had, to whom Chriſt ſaid, This day ſhalt foul, 
Oe ?:2014 08 with me in paradiſe. That audible ad- takes 
IS 5 milton was a peculiar diſpentation, yet God Iy Fa 
«of ſpeaks ſatisfatorily in Scripture promiſe, and cloat 
cho fouls faith therein may produce that bleſſed _ 
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me, 1,Ce. receive me by his ſpecial favour into 
ſafety. Oh, with what comfort might I look 
through dcath, when I ſee the Crown in my 
Savio::r's hand ready to .be ſet upon my con- 
quering head, when bleſſed Jeſus wiil put the 
palms 1nto my hand, and place my precious 
{oul among the ſpirits of juſt men made perfeCt, 
with what confidence may I commend my foul *” 
into his hands, and truſt him that he will keep Plal.3r. 5. 
that which I have commirted to him until that 2 Tim-1- 
day. Lord, now ſhine upon that foul of mine * 

that is taking its long leave of this body, ſend 

a Guard of Angels to be its Convoy through 

the Devil's Territories into the Heaven of Luke 16. 
Heavens, and lay it ſoft and ſecure in Abra- ** 
ham's boſom. Therich man's pompous Fune- 

ral is an inſignificant Ceremony to this Tran- 
{ſportation, let what will become of my body, 

{ſo my ſoul be thus ſafely lodged with God, then 

would I deſire to bediſlolved, that I might be #wl.1. 2r. 
with Chriſt, then would my ſoul take the 
Wings of a Dove, and fly away above the 
reach of helliſh Fiends, or raging Luſts, Lord, 
for thy favour. / 

4. The expiring ſoul wants the ſenſe of 
God's ſpecial favour, that he may lay him down 
in hopes of a bleſſed Reſurrection. When the 
ſoul, the betcer part, 1s thus ſecured, he then 
takes thought for the caſe, the body, this good- 
Iy Fabrick muſt be taken down, I muſt be un- 
cloathed, this tender piece is now diſlolving, 
and muſt be turned to duſt and rottenneſs, 
ſhall be a companion to worms and corruption, 

D 4 viell, 


Plal. 55.6, 


2 COre 11.2 
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weli, I am _ but let my ſoul have the 
lenſc of God's favour, and I am well allured my 
body ſhailfl:ep in Jeſus, as redeemed duſt which 
ſha!i be gathered up at the laſt 'day ; and oh 
what a blelled meeting ſhall there be of ſoul 
and body ! what alovely reuniting of this glo- 
rious Pair, the ſoul deſcending w 3th its trikm 
phant Lord in the Air, where Satan ſhall be 
diſpoſicſled of his regency there, and the body 


raiſed up out of the Grave by the power of 
Chriſt's Reſurrection, both for ever to be with 


the Lord; Oh bleſſed Marriage-day;-fſoul and 
body marricd together, never to part more, 
both ſolemnly married to the Lord. Here our 
iouls are cſpouſed, there pretented to Chriſt as 
chaſt Virgins; oh blclled ſoul, oh beautiful bo- 
dy, which ſhall! ſhine in Glory, Clarity, ACtivi- 
ty, Agility, Spirituality and Immortality, there 
my Body ſhall need neither Food nor Phylick, 
nor Sleep nor Marriage, but I ſhall be as one of 
the Angels of God, this dirty, diſealed, di- 
ſtrelled body of mine thall be ſtran gely changed, 
chat it may be faſhioned liketo the glorious bo 
hs. of my Lord Jeſus, then ſhall I be ſet upon 

i hrone among thoſe blciſed ones, to judge 
. the degenerate Jj-ac!, yea, to judge Angels. 
. Oh for that day, that bleſſed day of 'refreſh- 


« mcit .tha2r comes from the preſence of the, 


Lord, what then will it be woxta to have the 
favou of the Judge ! No matter then who be 
F1icads, or iwh 9E: neniies, if 1 may have Chriſt 
O11 N15 ide, Lleled be God 1 have now a Friend 
Lac Court, oC 'S Ir ſt my Sayiour, my Ad- 
rybenA Þo it 3s that then ſhall be Juclze, vzho 


wall 
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will awn his? meinbers, and not forget his Bre- 
thren, but will proclaim that good welcome 
into his Father's Kinglom, Come ye bl:fſed of yia35.34. 
my father, Come up hither, and fit with me in 
my Throne, even as | overcame and fate with Rev.,z. 21: 
my Father in his Throne, welcome iny dear | 
Saints, ye have been faithful to death, I will alfo 


'give you a Crown of Life , you owned me on * 


earth, I willalſioown youin Heaven, you choſe 

my fayour abovethe world, you ſnall haye my 

favour, and not the world, you ſhall be placed 

on my right hand, but others on my left, you 

were once in favour with me, and you are now 

in favour, and ſhail continue ſo for ever, come 

into my everlaſting embraces, this is the ſtate 1 
purchaſed for you, promiſed to you, theſe are _  . 
the Manſions I went before to prepare for you, 1919 14-2: 
this is the Kingdom of which I told you, ic, ,_ 
was your Father's good pleaſure to giveunto. ,, + 
you, It is God's gitt, not your deſert, it is the Rom.5.23.* 
truit of God's favour, not your labour. 1 
know it, Lord, I know it, faith the foul, this 

could not be from my earning, for it 1s by grace 

and meer favour that 1 am what 1am, and what 

can ſuch an one deſerve; tnerefore am I now 

ſeeking thy favour, now at the laſt pinch, that 

I may lay medown in my grave inpeace, ſlcep 

inthe duſt as in a Bed of Spices, -and riſe with | 
thy Saints ivto Glory. In the mean time be- *57-+ 
ing fortiticd with thy iavour, I canbidadieu t5 

tlus weary world, welcome death, hope for 

life, and therefore my heart is glad, my glory 
rejoyceth, my fleſh alto ſhall reſt in hope, For / 

euwow, that my | Redeemer liveth , and that be Pial. v6.5, 


ſhall 19» 


(bl Rand at the latter day upon the earth : Aud 
though after my Skin \worms deſtroy this body, yet 
7 my fleſh ſhall I ſee God : Whom I ſhall ſee for 
my ſelf,, and mine eyes ſhall behold, and not ano= 
ther, thouoh my rcins be conſumed within me, Job 


19. 
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£ Jy 20, 27. 


CHAP. VL 


Here is one thing more in the Doctrinal 
Part I ſhall brielly ſpeak to before I pro- 


ceed to Application, which 15 the reaſons why 
a Chriſtian's life 1s in God's favour : to illuſtrate 
and confirm this point, I might ſhew, 1. What 


life 


proceeds from God's favour. 2. Why 


Saints eſteem God's favour to be their life. 

1. What liſe is in God's favour? Beſides 
what was ſpoken in explication of natural, 
comfortable, ſpiritual, ſpiritually-joyful life, 

. all which depend on God's favour, I ſhall more 


Par 


itia 


ticularly open this four-fold life of a Chri- 
n, which are contained in, and flow from the 


fayour of God, viz. 
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A 
YrINgs AM anew life 1n a legal ienfe, thus the 


. Of Juſtification. 

. Of Sanctification. 

. Of Covenant Snppiics, 

. Of Clory. 

. Of Juſtification, a juitified itate is a life. 
a man condemned is dead legally, ſo pardon 
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juſt ſhall live by faith : Rom. 1.17. 1,C. by aPp* 


plying the righteouſneſs of Chriſt to ſinners by 
faith, for their Juſtification, which 1s the Go- 
ſpel-way of Juſtification; now this work is of 
grace and fayour., not of debt ; Rom. 4. 4. 
Meer favour that God would appoint and accept 
ſatisfaction from the furety, and not demand 
full payment from the debtour; ſo that ro him 
that worketh not, but beligoeth on him that juſtifieth 
the ungodly, his faith if connted for righteouſneſs, 
Rom. 4. 5- This1s the ſtupendious contrivance 
of free grace'; poor ſinners that cannot pay a 
Farthing in order to ſatisfying Juſtice, yet 
reckoned clear npon accepting Chriſt by taith, 
yea, and that faith alſo of free gift, afruitof 
Covenant-Grace, here is favour upon favour, 
favour with a witneſs. Surely, a poor arreſted 
Debtor accounts it a'great fayour, if a Friend 
will be hound for him, much more if paying 
the whole Debt, moſt of all, if furniſhing him 
to perform the Conditions; God hath done all 
this for Believers. Oh what prodigious mercy 
is this! what an admirable contrivance of 
Grace! God juſt ſtill, the Law in force ſtill, 
{in hateful, the poor foul ſinning, and can do 
nothing to ſatisfie, yet accepted as rignteous 
in God's ſight, as1f he had fully anſwered the 
demands of the Law. This 1s the proper pro- 
duct of infinite Grace and Wiſdom. 

2. A lifcof SanCtification is of fayour : this 
in Scripture is called life allo, Gal. 2. 20. I Ive, 
yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me: 1, e. by his 1- 
mage and ſpirit working in my heart, bringing 
forth vital afts, and eternal life within , a 
' {piritual 


/ 
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a ſpiritual grace without, in holy perform 


Jer.31.34. ances, new obedience; all this is from Cove- 
Ezck.35. nant-love and favour, as Scripture aſſures us, 
-12<22 77 God's favour 1s:the proper cauſe of the being 
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Col.1.1o. 
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of grace, | Gratia'gratiam dans, and gratiam 
facicas ] it gives grace, andrenders ſouls agcepta- 
vle;, Grace were not grace, if not freely given, 
Puillaith, By the grace of God I am wiat I am, 
i Cor. 15. 1c. It is God's favour.that draws 

ut tic habits of grace into exercile: For, faith 
our Saviour, without me you can do n0:11:17, John 
15.5. And :t it zs God that workethin yyu vo:hro 


will aud to do, Phil. 2.13. All that ſpring of 


grace In tice heart, and thoſe rivers of living 
waters thar ilow out of Believers Belites, pro- 
cced irom Covenant favour; 7oh.7. 38. The 


5 very God ol Peace muſt-ſanttifie wholiy, and 


he alone fiils with fruits of righteoutneſs, he 


-gwes progreſs 11 ſanCtification, poveer to Per- 
form Religious Duties, freſh alliſtances for new 
Let none ſay we . 


encounters Oi undertakings. 
deny holinels, becauſe we exclude it a place in 
a {inners juſtification, for theſe arcinſeparable 
companions ; we allow it the place the Scripture 
aſligns it, though we dare not Put it into the 
room oO! Chriſt's Blood, It - is certain where 
Chriit 15a Saviour he will be a Sovereign, his 
benciits or his perſon cannot be divided, the vir- 
tuc of his cath and Reſurrection go along 
vVIth their value; newnels of life and heart are 
S Neccidaty in ticir places, as freedom from 

now Chriſt is made 
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neſs, and bleſſethy God for knocking off his 
Fetters, as wcll as paying lis Dzbts. Though 
a Priſoner be ict at liberty, yet he is not ſatis- 
fied, unleſs he have his mortal diſeaſe healed. 
Spiritual health and ſtrength of ſoul to ſerve 
God are unſpeakable favours, as well as de- 
liverance from guilt and wrath, and God is 


. the Author, and Chritt the purchaſer, a believ- 


ing ſoul is the poſleiior of both, they are indi- 
vidual twins. 

3. A lifecf Covenant-ſupply is from God's 
favour, God's bleſſing makes our comforts et- 
tectual to attain the end deſigned in this uſe 
for man lives net by bread only, bat by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord, Dent. 
8. 3. Alas, how candcad things preterve life in 
us! God's bleſling is the ſtaff of our Bread , 
the ſupport of ourlivcs, and the ground of all 
our hopes, what have we to depend upon but 
this? But that which we mean here isCove- 
nant-ſtpply, by virtue ofa promiſe, and when 
all things come as tokens of God's fayour : 
Phil. 4+ I'9. But my God ſhall ſupply all Your ecd 
according to his riches in glory by Chriſt Feſus. 
Oh bleſſed word! -1. My God. 2. Richesin 
Glory, or glorious Riches. 4. In Chriſt Je- 
ſus. No wonder now if wants be ſupplied, all 
wants of ſound body, and thatina Covenant 
way. {tisanadmiraÞle Text, hath much mar- 


row 1n it, which an active Faith will fetch out. 


The word of God is full of cxpreſlions to this 
purpole, that there's no. want to them that 
fear him, Pſa. 34.9, 10. That God gives the 
delire oi the Saints heart, Pl. 35. 3,4. 11- 

22, 
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2% 126. $4.11, 12. 125: 1, 2-132: 194. forth 
6.33. Nor «o thele come.as common mer- 
cies, but as tokens of ſpecial favour ; hence 
Fer. 32:41. Tea, 'I will rejoyce over them to do 
them good,and I will plant them in this land, and af. 
ſuredly with my whole heart,and with my whole ſoul, 
Here is favour with favour. Sometimes God 
Ives gifts, that may be ina ſort called giftlels, 
when he gives not himſelf or his ſpecial love, 
ſo he gave 1ſ-ac! Quails in wrath; for it is one 

Pla.78.29, thing tor God to give a mercy, and another 

Z!. to giveitgn mercy; but a child of God hath 
his mercies in mercy, as tokens and teſtimonies 
of ſpecial fayour, whichadds an accent and em- 
phalis to every mercy, and makes 1t come dou- 

'ble laden with peculiar reſpect : ſhall I call it 
doublegilc? Nay, it 1s Gold throughout, as 
Zenophon relates of Cyrus's gifts, the gave a Cup 
of Gold to Atibarus, and a kils to Chyſantas, 
the former complained that his Cup was not fo 
go0d Gold as the other's kiſs, becaulethe latter 
was a {iznot ſpecial favour. So truly, God's 
kiſs of favour to his people hath more real 
worth 1 it, than wick-d*mens golden com- 
forts, which are bur gilded outſidesof empty 
Boxes, but every comfort a Chriſtian hath is 
foll Ifen with bleiting, and whatever it be in 
point of quanriry, yet in point, of quality itis 
like Benjanir's Mels, fivetimes bigger than the 
men of the worlds. - 

4. Alifeof Glory and Salvation doth-pro- 
ceed from God's favour: John 10.28. I give 
wito them eternal life, and they ſhall never periſh. 
Sothat this eternal life in Heaven ( which only 
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deſerves the name of life ) is God's fpe- 
cial gift, the gift of his favour and pe- 
culiar love; Rom. 6. 23, God freely gave 
Chriſt, Chriſt freely gave himſelf for us, and 
accordingly God gives eternal life to all his 
members, Foh. 3. 16. Heb.g. 15. 2 Tim. 1- 10- 
1 Pet. 1. 3,4. Tit. 3. 7. 1 Joh. 3.1,2- It Was 


dear to Chriſt, - but free to ns, the manner of 


God's procuring it for us, and conveying It to 
us is ſomething ſtrange indeed, but doth not 
leſſen, but rather doth greaten the favour, that. 
ſo much muſt be done and ſuffered as to maKE It 
ſo coſtly a piece to bring our ſouls to Heaven. 
Well may we write this word Favou- in Capital 
Letters upan all the ſteps we take up to Glory, 
and upon every link of that golden Chain that 
draws us from Earth to Heaven, from the Dun- 
geon of our natural ſtate into the Paradiſe of 
God's immediate preſence. "Thou wilt guide 
me by thy counſel, ſaith David, and atter- 
wards receive me to Glory ; Pſal. 73. 23, 24. 
Fear not little flock, at is your fathers good pleaſure 
to give You th: kinodom: : Luk. 12.32. If ever 
we come to Heaven, we mult be carried thi- 
therinthe boſom of God's divine Fayour; no 
man that ever entred thole Pearly Gates, could 
ſay, I havepaid a valuable price for this Hea- 
venly City ; it is att inheritance which comes 
by favour, not by .purchaſe. Let the proud 
Papiit ſay, 1 will not have Heaven on Free-coſt, 
we for our parts muſt with the four and twenty 
Elders caſt down our Crowns hefore the 
Thrrene, ſaying, Tho art worthy, O Lord, to 
receive glory, and Honour, and power; Rev.4.1o, 
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2. But a. word or two more of the ſecond 
Head, .\Vhy Chriltians eſteem God's favour to 


be their lite, I ſhall not need to enlarge here. 


It may be 10. 

1. Becauſe they have enlightened minds to 
{ee the difference betwixt God and the Crea- 
ture, there 15 ſuch an excellency in God, and 
{ach vanity in the creature, that they muſt needs 
cſteem highly of God, and lowly of the world; 
Godisthe chief good, others are inferiour, in- 
conſiderable, or falſe and flattering, a Chriſtian 
through graceis able to judge of things aright, 
and as they are. "Thediflerence betwixt a god. 
ly man's judging, and graceleſs, Doctor 
Ames ſets forth thus, An Infant is much affect- 
ed with a Picture or Image of Meat and Drink, 
or Apple, or any thing delireable, but a wiſe 
man knows how -to diſtinguiſh betwixt the 


meer Picture and the Subſtance, eſpecially ha- 


ving talted the goodncis of the Food. Thus 
the believing Chriſtian hath taſted that the 
Lord is gracions, and fo longs for more of him, 
and this 1s that whereby he lives, 10 that itis a 
death to be without God or his Grace. 

2, Becauie the graciovs ſoul hath a ſanCtified 
will and affections, and theſe are changed from 
what the peor ſoul was by nature; the heart by 
nature ſavourcth not the things that be of God, 
but thoſe that be of men; but a ſincere Chriſti- 
an 15 born from above, hath a noble principle, 
an Heaven-born Soul. . Thoſe Heavenly Cour- 
tiers in tie Palace aboye, the holy Angels, and 
glorified Saints take little notice of *Crowns, 
Scepters, Mitres, Treafiires., one ſinile of 
God's 
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God's face is of more worth than all the Md- 
narchies, glittering Gallartries, or Honours of 
So the Saints hearts are transform- 
ed into their likeneſs, have the ſame grace for 
quality, though ndt for quantity, with the 
Saints in Heaven, .and have the like thoughts 
C ſo far as ſpiritualized ) with thoſe above, 
for they are cloathed with the Sun, and have 
the Moon under their feet : Rev. 12. 1. 

3. Becauſe the true Chriſtian hath found the 
bitterneſs of ſin; and God's diſpleaſure for. it, 
and the impoſſibility of other things to quiet 
his conſcience, beſides God's fayour. A poor 
guilty Malefactor at the Bar may have many 
motions to put off his grief, but nothing will 
_ him, when condemned, hut his Prince's 
avour and pardon: jult thus it 1s with the con- 
verted ſoul, that was loſt in himſelf, and laid 


under the curſe of the Law, and fo dead in him- Gal.3.10: 
ſelf, . and evidently perceived nothing couid Rom.7.2 


compoſe his ſpirit, and quiet his heart but 
God's favour in Chriſt. Tell the guilty confci- 
ence of honouts; pleaſures, or treaſures of the 
world, youſing ſongs to an heavy heart; theſe 
things make the Chriſtian ſadder, rather than 
quiet the clamours of conſcience : no, no, no- 
thing will ſerve but God's favour. && 
4. Becauſe the ſincere Saint looks by faith 
upon things, -he views things by the eye of 
faith, Pauls PerſpeCtive; 2 Cor. 4. 13. Aoſes's 
Opticks; Heb. 11. 26, 27. The eye of faith 
can caſt a miſt upon all the worlds glory, and 
lay its honour in the duſt: it can draw a veil 0- 
ver the world's painted face, and withdraw rhe 
E world's 
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world's veil trom before Heavenly Objects, and 
repreſent them in their native Iluſtre. Faith 
can realize the things of God, and ſet them off 
with ſome advantage to ſenſe ; 1t can overlook 
by-objets, and take a view of God's face; 
faith can take the dimenſions of Heavenly and' 
earthly things, and engage the ſoul to a pro- 
portionable valuation, and a Chriſtian's life 1s 
.a life of faith, we walk by faith, not by ſenſe 
Faith quickly diſcerns how Itrle ſenſe, or ob. 
jects of ſenſe can help him at a pinch, the God 
of Heavenly things only muſt come in with re. 
lief, which wuſt come from God's favour, and 
faith fetcheth all down from God to the ſoul, 
and accordingly begets a high valuation of 
God's favour as his only life. Thus much for 
the Doctrinal Pact. 
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CHAP. VII. 
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Te Application is various. 


1. For Doctrine or Information of our - 


Judgments in ſundry particulars. | 

1. It follows, that Life is a rich mercy : why 
ſo? becauſe it is the proper-product of God's 
Fayour, In his favour ts life; it is alſo that 
good which David takes and makes uſe of to 
illuſtrate and exemplifie God's favour by : he 
doth not ſay in God's fayour is Wiſdom, 
_ Learning, 
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Learning, Riches, Health, Relations, thoigh 
theſe are mercies, yet they are bur - ſuch 
as are ſupported under God by the Tree 


of ' :life ., 


natural life 


is a Foundation- 


merey ; if life be gone, all the comforts of life 
ccaſe : hence nature deſires a perpetuating of 


its being, and abhors a diſſolution. 


The De- 


vil was orthodox in the Doctrine, (though per- 
verting it in the uſe) Fob 2.4. Skin for ken, ana 
all that a man hath will he give for his life, Dis 
vines diſpute whether a miſerable being, or no 
being be better ? Ir is true, no being 1s better 
thana being in miſery, in reſpect of the indi- 
vidual perſon : hence Chriſt ſaith of Fudas, 1: 
had beca better he had never been born : but yet 
inreſpect of tne whole Creation, of which this 
miſerable being 1s a-part, and branch, and in 
reſpect of God's will and glory, fo a miſcrable 
being is better than none at all, and it is a fa- 
your from God that we have any being, and 
we muſt praiſe God while he continues it; Pſz/. 
194.33. A wretched being in the lowelt rank 
ot God's creaturcs, is a favour God doth not 
owe us, and we owe him praiſe and leryice 


for it. 


2. That outward comforts of life are fruits 


of God's fayour. 


F If God's favqur belife, it is 
allo our livelyhood, it is the Lord's mercy that 


weare not conſumed, and itis allo rich favour 
that his merciesare new every Morning, evgry 
Moment, God's favour is the lite of our Mer- 


cles, andthe Mercy of our Lives; onr outward 


comforts depend on divine pleaſure, and God's 


good favour, When David was bicſhing God 
| 2 


for 


Mark 1 47 
20, 


Lam.2.25 
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for his Mercies, he ſaith, Pſal. 103. 4. Who re- 
deemeth thy life from deſtruttion ; | there is the 


mercy of life ] who crowneth thee with loving 


kindneſs and tender meycies [there 1s for ſup. 
plies of life] and indeed we donot uſe toex. 
preſs our obſervation of, and obligation to the 
hand that gives, but the mind that enclines the 
hand to beſtow” the gift; the favour and good 
will of the giver is the ſpring of the motion: 


all our ſupplies come of meer fayour, godly. 


' and wicked have forfeited theminto the hand; 


Gen. 32.10, 


of Juſtice: Facob acknowledged he was not 
worthy the leaſt of God's mercics; ſo may we 
ſay, one ſin forfeits temporal enjoyments, blel; 
God for their undeſerved continuance. 

3. It follows, That wicked men have man 
fruits of God's favour, and we muſt ſtill d: 
ftinguiſh betwixt God's common and his ſpecial 
favour : as to the latter, no man knowseither 
love or hatred by what 1s before him, for al 
things come alike to all, Eccleſ.g. 1, 2. Riche: 
of themſelves do not evidence God's peculia 
favour ; for both Scripture and experienc: 
teltifie, that the worſt men oftentimes have the 
greateſt ſhare of the beſt things of this world 
By what tenure they poſleſs theſe things, I ſha 
not diſpute, or whether they be properly uſur 
pers of God's creatures, as to true Covenant 
Title inChriſt they have none, but aright be 
fore men they may have, and ſome right 
in God's fight as from his Royal Bounty: 
as thus, ſuppole a Malefattor is con 
demned to die, the ſentence is not execyted 
12 the interval. before the execution, he hati 
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meat given him to keep him alive till the exe- 
cution, he hath broken the Law, and forfeited 
his life and lively hood, yet tis the King's plea- 
{ure and fayour he ſhall be maintained, heis no 
uſyrper in uſing that meat, ſo God endureth 
with much long; ſuffering the vellels of wrath 
fitted to deſtruction. 

4. The laſt Inference is this, That God's 
Fayour is infinitely better than all' worldly en- 
joyments. There was voluminous Diſputes 
amongſt Heathen Philoſophers, wherein con- 
liſteth man's chiefeſt good, this Text deter. 
mines the controverſie, the chief good of man 
conliſts in the fayour of God. It ſeems this 
was the great Inquiry, and intricate Query in 
the days of David, Plal. 4.6, 7. There be many 
that ſay who will ſhew us any good? Let David 
anſwer the Queſtion, he will clearly tranſmit 
it from the creature to the Creator : Who will 
ſhew ? they meant, whoamong men * but God 
alone muſt anſwer David's diligent. Enquiry, 
let him have a propitious aſpe& from Heaven, 
and he is ſatisfied ; let others make their beſt of 
the world's Markets, David looks for his pro- 
fit from another Mart and Quarter : God's 
ſhining countenance is better to him, than their 
plentiful Harveſt of Corn and Wine, and no 
wonder it we ;compare a little worldly enjoy- 
ments with God's favour. 

1. God's Fayour is the Springand Fountain 
the original cauſe of all Favours ; and ſurely, 
the cauſe hath more init than the eifect, God's 
fayour 1s-full and plentiful: hence it is called 
The fountain of lioins waters. 


E 4 itreams 


Rom. 11, 
22, 


it 1s true, the Jer.2.13. 
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itrcams of God's favour do run in God's cove. 


. nanted people as their proper channel, yet 


many plentiful drops ſprinkle over to Moun- 
tains of G:tboah, and Heath in the Wilderneſs, 
I mcan graceleſs ſinners; but theſe are but 
drops, crums caſt to Dogs, or ſhowers of out- 
ward mercies at the beſt, but Saints he at the 
iprias head of Favours. 

* 2. God's favour only fatisfics a rational foul, 
other things cannot, this only brings ſolid 
peace and quietneſs ro our minds, ſatisfaction 
to onr defires. God made the ſoul for himſelf 
and 1t cannot be quiet till it return to God: 
Pſ:.116, 7. Other things are Bread that fills 
not, nay, no Bread at all, but he that ob- 


« tains favour may cat that which is good, and his 


ſoul ſhall delight it ſelf in fatnels : 1ſar. 55. 2. 
As anatural body our of its place is not at rcſt, 
ſo the ſoul muſt enjoy God, as nothing that 1s 
leſs can fill a veſlel of larger quantity or capact- 
ty, ſonocarthly thing can fill a Heavenly Soul, 
for the ſoul is bigger than the world. 

3. God's fayour is ſpiritual, therefore can 
1pproach to ſouls and ſpirits, which carnal 
corporeal objects cannot do, they ſtick on the 
onthde, the members, fenſes. Hence faid that 
rich man, Soxl, take thine eaſe, thou haſt geods 
lud xp. Bvt what were thole Goods to his 
foul? it. was his ſenfitive, not rational foul 
tat was the better by them, there's no pro” 
portion betwixt outward things and ſpiritual 
joculties, but God's favour in Chriſt is adz- 
7:ateandſiteable to the ionl, it can pierce and 
pnctrate through all the ſenſes to the invard 
. | man, 
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Sx 
man, and there joyn it ſelf by intimate con- 
junction with our minds, {ſor it doth not light- 
ly tickle the outward or inward ſenſes, but e- 
ven poſleſſcth the ſou] and ſpirit, one compares 
the joy of God's favour, and that from the 
world, toalight ſprinkling of the Earth by an 
Evening Dew, and. an abundant drenching the 
earth with ſeaſonahle rain ; God's favonr wa- 
ters throughly, the worlds drops are but like 
the ſprinklings of water on the Smith's Fire, 
making it burn hotter. 

4. God's fayour-is to be deſired for it ſelf, 
as the- ultimate object of our deſires, other 
things are only deſireable for inferiour ends in 
their ſecundary reſpeCtive places, as Phyſick to 
recover health, meat to fatisfie hunger, &c. 
but now there is no other end for which God 
can be rightly deſired, but for himſelt, and all 
other things in ſubordination to this end, for 
all things muſt be referred to God, as the ef- 
ficient cauſe and end of all, whena man is tra- 
velling, if he ſtick in any part of his way he 
cannot Perfect his Journey, or reach to the 
end thereof, other things are but ſteps in the 
Roadto this end. 

5- God's favour is independent, and needs 
not be beholding to the creature, asa meansto 
eftect the end,- it can fatisfic ſouls immediately, 


. and ſo indeed it doth thoſe in Heaven, for 


they have neither creature-ſupplies, nor poſi- 
tive inſtitutions, through which God's favour 
is communicated 'to them, his bleſſed pleaſed 
face is their Heaven ; fo it is in this world, 
God can, and often doth refreſh the hearts of 

E 4 his 
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"2 $6.1 
his children in the abſence of mcans, not oaly 
crcature-comforts, but his own Ordinances, a 

4Cor.12.2, Pal can feel it, whether in the body, or out 
of the body, he conld not tell ; but however, 
as it was abſtracted from the creature, {o1t was 
above the creature to effect. | 

6. God's favour 1s infinite, becauſe it can 
,; ;- {upplyall the creatures in Heavenandearth, of 

_ _ {o yarious necellitics at one andthe lame time; 

bys ſm the Sun can but give 11ght to one Hemiſphere 

communi- at Once, but tie Sun of God's fayour ſhines 
catym di through the, viſible creation' into mens ſouls, 

wo_ and to the Saints and Angels in Heaven in a 

-at. See. 7, glorious radiant manner, they live more direct. 

| ly under the benign influences of God's bleſled 
face and favour, yct we feel the virtue and 
coinfort of 1t more reflexly through the Glaſs 
of Ordinances. I diſpute not whether that 
which ſatisfies a ſoul muſt needs. be infinite, 


ſince a ſoul 1s but finite ; but this, is certain, * 


that which fatisfics all ſouls at once mult be in- 

finite. | 
6. God's favour is unmixed, pure, perfect, 
there 1s no dregs in this Cup, it is a pureri- 
; Joht,1.5. ver of water of lite, clear as Cryſtal: Rev. 22.1, 
here 1s light and no darkneſs at all, life and 
Vial,is. NO cath, bleſſing and no curſe, fulneſs of joy, 
Ts no ſozraw, Heaven, no Hell, his bleſſing makes 
rich, and he addcti no forrrow with it, as to. 
outward- comforts, and for ſpiritual joys, fo 
tar as God's favour ſhines upon the ſoul, and 
3s not obſtructed and intercepted with the fog- 
gy miſts of ſin, fears, ignorances, there is no 
def2ctin it, no ſadneſs attends it, but thek 
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ſpiritual Jews haveJight and gladneſs, andjoy ,q , 


and/honour, but in worldly enjoyments there 
is not only vanity bnt vexation. a> 
8. God's favour 1s cfteCtual, it can cure the 
ſoul of all its fears, fad thoughts, and ſcatter 
all Clouds : Pſal. 94-19. 1, the multitude of my 
thoughts within me, thy comforts delioht my ſoul. 
Alas! the top and cream of worldly joy from 
outward comforts 1s ſoon fleeted, or skimmed 
off with God's diſh of affliction, when he 
emptyeth from Vellel to Veſlel, it marrs 
mirth, but his fayour can pluck up the heart 
from earth, yea, from Hell to Heaven, it can 
bear up againſt ſtorms in the midſt of hotteſt 


encounters , yea, -it cauſeth joy not only in Jam. L2. 


them, but for them. 

9. God's favour may be made ſure, but the 
enjoyment of the. world cannot, all outward 
comforts are but. as liquor in a brittle glaſs, 
loon cracked, ſoon loſt. A great man once 
boaſted of three things that he could not loſe, 
his Riches, Learning, the King's Favour ; but 
inſeeking a bleſſing on meat he could not ſpeak 
ſenſe, was forced to beg relief, and before he 
dicd, profeſled, he was ſure the King did care 
more tor the worſt of his Dogs than for him. 


But God's favour is conitant, permanent and pfal.1o1.s. 


evcrlaſting, truth and mercy go hand in hand to 
all eternity. 

10. God's fayour always ends well, it be- 
2ins in good will, it ends in good will, it be- 
gins 1n beneyolence, it-ends in complacency ; 
it begins in Grace, it ends.yin Glory , it is ſo 
tar ſrom ceaſing, that it isincrealing, it islikz 

EE | Solomon's 
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So/omo;?s Sun that ſhines brighter to the perfect 
iayof Glory, like E zefiel's water that grows 
dc; or till the ſonl arrive at the unfathomable 
oth of eternal felicity. But alas! the com- 
torts of this world, if the ſoul have no intereſt 
in Cod's fevour like the ſweet and clear ſtreams 
of 757d ron down into the dead ſea of end 
leſs boundleſs miſery. 


CHAP. VIIL 


He 1ſecond Uſe is of Conviction. 1. To 
Sinners. 2. To Saints. 1. is God's ta- 
vour a Chriſtian's life ? Oi what a izartul cate 
- arethoie 1n that are vot in God's fayorr 2 Vo, 
wo, woto that foui that 15 out of GoPs {avopr, 
and continues ſo, and 1s found fo at death and 
Judgment. Oh what a jad and deplorable 
{tate arc tnoſe in that are not in Go Ps tavour! 
better, ten thouſand times better tiicy had ne- 
ver Son born. How canſt thou live, Soul? 
how darc{t thou die? Who doſt thou think will 
£1 Lake PRY on thee, if God difown thee? How 
ft thou make a ſhift to keep up thy heart 
Go m terrour? How canſt thou cat and drink, 
oep © Or Enek as long as thon art not ſure thou 
rin God's favour? Or if thon mindeſt not 
theſe tnN%, bur puttcit off thoughts of Soul 
Afairs a while, hoy canit thou bear up thy 
head 
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head at the approach of death ? Poſt tho 
dream of a reprieve. or exemption from it? 
or doſt thou imagine. thou mult die like a Beaſt, 
and {0 feel _— weal nor woe when life 1s 
gone? or doſt thou think to arrive at Heaven 
without God's loye or leave ? canſt thou heſo 
{ottiſhas to hope to be happy whether God will 
or no? 1s not life bound up in, and iſſuing 
trom God's favour ? I may ſay to that ſoul thar 
hath not an intereſt in God's favour as the Lord 


to Abimelech, Thou art but a dead man. 1.s Thou Gen, 20.3. 
haſt no true ſpiritual life, but art dead in fins g,q, 


and treſpaſles : whatever vital acts thou pre- 
endeſt, 'thou haſt no more ſpiritual life in thee 
than a dead carcaſe,* though thou have a name 
to live, yet thou art dead, thou art but the 
picture of a Chriſtian ; adorn adead Corps, it 
cannot-put life into it, but makes it more ug- 
ly; thy Graces are but dead Graces, Duties 
are dead Duties, thy Gifts, Comforts, Work- 
ingsall are dead, and thy ſoul a dead foul, put 
into the Cofftinof a cuſtom 1n ſin, and ready to 
be put into the Grave of eternal torments for 
ſin. How canſt thou be otherwiſe but dead, 
that wanteſt the Sun of God's Fayour to put 
life into thee? 2. Thou art under the ſen- 
tence of death, the Law hath paſſed upon thee, 


_ the Go{pel declares thee condemned already, 


thou hait forfeited thy right to all creature- 
comlorts, canſt not truly call one morſel of 
Bread thine own by a true] Covenant-Title, 
though wad in general bounty caſts ſ:ch crums 
- Dogs: aid for a!lthy bearing up ſo big with 

thy prayers, hcarings, kopings, all is but abo- 
minable 


er:3.h, 


minable in his ſight, nothing thou doſt can 
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plealc God, thou canſt find no acceptance with 
tim. Poor ſoul, thou toyleſt and trudgelt hard 
to no purpole, if thou be not in fayour with 
God, he will fay, who required theſe things 


at your hands ?. Alas, poor creature, all thou 


art or doelt. 1s rejected. 3. Thou art every 
moment expoſed to a natural death, thy life 
hangs 1n doubt, and depends upon the courteſie 
of an oftended God,who hath thee in his power, 
and can ſtrike thee dead any moment of thy 
lite : if thou ſaweſt a Giant ſtand over thee 
with a drawn Sword, being thy ſworn Enemy, 
and ready to take away thy life, thou wouldſt» 
take but little reſt in thy Bed ; God is thine e- 
nemy, ſtronger thanall the men on earth, and 
heis juſt and true, and hath bound himſelf by 
an oath to deſtroy all the workers of iniquity, 
he is angry with the wicked every day, if thou 
turn not, he will whet his Sword, he hath bent 
his Bow, and made1t ready, he hath prepared 
for thee the inſtruments of death, Pſal. 7. 11, 
12. How cauſt thou fleep quietly, ſurely thy 
pillow 1s very ſoit, or thy heart very hard, or 
thou wouldlit never be thus quiet nnder fo much 
guilt, that knoweſt not that thou ſhalt liye a- - 
nother hour, thoucanſt not te!l but death may 
mect thee at thy Board. in thy Bed, in the 
Field, on thy Road, God hath the advantage 
of thee, and. can ſoon tumble thee out of this 
_ world into another, a ſtamp of his foot, a 


word of his mouth, 


a frown of his countenance 


windoit, for thou muſt perith at the rebuke 
of his countenance. 
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irreſt of this grim Serjeant death ? the Grave 
is ready for thee, yield thon muſt. 4. And 
which is {addeſt of all, when thou dieſt a natu- 
ral death thou entereſt uponthe bitter pangs of 
eternal dcath, which conſiſts ina ſeparation of 
the ſoul from God, and tormenting pain of 
ſoul and body under divine wrath. Alas, ſoul ! 

doſt thon know what an everlaſting baniſh- ? 


2 Thefl. r, 


ment from the fayourable preſence of God” * 


means, this 1s the Hell of Hell, and though here 
thou canſt be content to live without God's fa- 
your, yet it will be another manner of thing 
to be in Hell without the fruit of God's fa- 
your, here it is contengting, there 1t will be 
tormenting, then thine eyes will b@openedto 
ſee whatis in God's fayour, to know the worth 
of it by the want of it. If the withdrawing 
of the ſenſe of God's favour have filled Saints 
Hearts with intollerable pangs near a kin to 
theſe of the damned in Hell : ot what an incx- 
preſſible horrour and anguiſh ſhall the hearts of 
damned wretches feel, when they ſee all their 
fond and groundleſs hopes fruſtrated, having 
given up the Ghoſt, and in the room of their 
ſelf-made comforts weeping , wailing and 
gnaſhing of teeth, inſtead of Wineand mitth, 
{ſenſual delights and pleaſures, to drink of the 
wine of the wrath of God, poured out with- 
out mixture into the Cup of his Indignation, 
where ſoul and body muſt be tormented with 
Fireand Brimſtone inthe preſence of the holy 


Angels, and in thepreſence of the Lamb. Ah Rev-14, 
dreadful diſappointment! al- woful ſtate of 191+: 


gracelels Sinners! poor ſoul, . what a hcavi- 


{ome 
— 


\ 
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{ome caſe art thou in, there 15 bit a ſtep be- 


twixt thee and death, but an hair-breadth be. 


twixt thee and Hell, it is but ſtopping thy bor. 
rowed breath, and thou art in endleis miſery, 
God hath ways enough to diſpatch thee, and 
Satan, whom thou art ſerving, is waiting fora 
Commiſſton to ſtrangle thee ! -he puſheth thee 
forward into ſin apace,that thou mayſt haſten in- 
to the ſame condemuation he is 1n, and God 
leaves thee to thy ſelf, and glad thou art of it, 
that thou canſt pais on undiſturbed to the pit of 
deſtruction, and now thou canit laugh at death 
asa fable, {light thc thoughts of damnation as 
unconcerncd therein, deſpite the way of -ob-. 
taining God's favour as CRE, thou 
art now ripening for ruine, {in hath made thee 
as ſtubble fully dry, and juſtice 1s upon the 
Road to reap thee, and caſt thee into the fire of 
eternal wrath , and though thou art {|kep- 
ing upon the Bed of carnal ſcurity , yet 
thy judgment of a long time lingreth not, and 
thy damnation - ſhumbreth not. Oh 
thou have a PeeP- -hole into Hell, and ſee what's 
become of thoie graccleſs fouls that were once 
as careleſs and confident as thou art, 1t would 
afright thee out of thy wits, or wickedneſs, 


and indeed it is a wonder that guilty conſci- 


ences diſcovering wrath over them, Hell 
flaming under them, do not run mad, and lay 
violent handg/on themſclves, as 7zdas\did, or 
at leaſt roar out like tormented Fiends as Spira 
did. 1 often think of what Auguſtin ſaid, I 
would not for all the world be in an unregene- 
rate ſtate one hour, leſt in that hour death 
| inaxch 
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ſnatch me away, and thruſt me into Hell. Oh, 

that thy heart. poor ſinner, did meditate Ter- 

rour! Oh, that the ſinners in $07 were but a- 

fraid, and wonls b=think them:clrcs how they 

are able w dwclb with devoutiag, fire, with c- Ifai.33.14- 
verlaſtizg buizings! or rather, that you might 7*: 
enquire ſome w2y oz eſcaping that wrath to 

come, thoſe everlaſting rorments. But there 1s 

no hope, ſinnrs will not: fear, till they feel 

what this favour meaps by the want of it, and 

what wrath means by the ſenſe of, it. Ir ſeems 

it muſt be poor Miniſters fad fate {till to labour 

in vain, and to cry out, who hath believed our ;;; a6 
report ? Well, poor ſinners will feel what pcs 7h 
now they will not believe, though we die, yet 

God's word of threatening will take hold of 

ſinners, and tboughnow they will not lay it to ze. x. 
heart, yet in the latter days they ſhall conſider ;,5. 

it perfetly, the time is coming when 1t ſhall _ 

be known whoſe words ſhall ſtand, God's, or —— 
theirs; Death and Judgment will determine 


you make about God's iavour, are wenot all in 
God's favour, we hope God Sa go ſo ſe-. 
Vereas you are, will God di us, we truſt 
not, God 1s more merciful than to damn 
US. 

Anſwer. Do you think all Folks are in God's 
ſpecial favour ? that is contrary to Scripture 
and reaſon; or do you think God will caſt 
none into Hell for ever? If you will not be- 
lieve God's word, you ſhall have your confu- 
tation another way, but jt ſhall be a coltly 
conviction. Do 1 need pow to tell you a- 

| , gain 
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gain, that God will not be merciful to any 
wicked tranſgreſiours, and that it is a people 
of no underſtanding , therefore he that made 
them will! not have mercy on them, and he 


that ford them will ſhew them no favour:. 


That manis in a ſad fate indeed that cannot be 
ſaved unleſs God be falſe to his word, . that 
muſt be damned if God be true; for multitudes 
tell us, that unregenerate, unholy, unconvert:. 
ed ſinners cannot be ſaved, arenot in God's fa- 
vour, yet they hope it may be otherwiſe, #. e. 
they hope that God is not God, for if he he 
God he muſt be true, righteous, holy, not in- 
dulging men in fin to gratifie their luſt, nor yet 
ſaving their ſouls to pleaſe their ſelfiſh humour, 
they will find it fall out far otherwiſe, be they 
they great or ſmall, they ſhall find that God 
will caſt themout of his favour that ſlighted his 
Love. 

But that I ;pmay manage this Conviction 


more fully, ang bring it home toconſciences, I 


{hall ſpeak to four ſorts of perſons, viz. 


. Preſumers ) /- 
. Abulers 

. Neglecters 
. Rejecters 


of God's favour: 


Þ WW MD mw 


1. Preſumer's upon the ſayour of God, that 
imagine they are in God's favour, and yet have 
no true Scripure-warrant for it, for he that 
hopes without ſolid ground from the word of 
God is a preſumer, and alas, many do fo, ſup- 
pole a poor Beggar pleaſe hynſelf in imagining 
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that fuch a rich man would give lum athoutand 
pounds, but hath no promiſe nor encourage- 
ment from kin of any ſuch kindneſs, will not 
all perſons laugh him to fcorn for ſucha fond 
delufion? Was that mad man at Athens any 
richer. for challenging every Ship that came to 
Farhour for his own 2 who {o confident as thoſe 
that have leaſt ground ? I have obſerved this 
palpablz difference betwixt a preſuming Hypo- 
crite, anda true child of God. 1, That grace- 


. leſs fouls are fond to apply God's Favour to 
 themlelyes, gracious are very jealous, are trou- 


bled with many donhts and tears about it, you 
can hardly perſwade them of it; whenas your 
cannot ſtave off the former from graſping 
at it by miſapplication. 2. Graceleſs preſu- 
mers.dream of God's favour without the'con- 
ſideration of his Juſtjce, [Truth and Holineſs; 
a penitent Child of God is very apt to paſs 0- 
ver the thoughts of mercy, being much taken 
mm with dreadtul appreheniiors of his Juſtice : 
Alas, how ſhall I eſcape the devouring juſtice 
of a ſin-revenging God ! and he 1s never quizt- 
cd till he fee how juſtice and mercy kils each 0- 
ther in Chriſt's undertakings. 3. Graceleſs 
preſumers run all upon juſtification by God's 
Grace and Favour, but forget Sanctification, 
and their own duty: but a gracious foul is dif- 
couraged, whiles helongs after Grace and Ho- 
lineſs in his own heart and life, and ſecs lo ]it- 
tle. 4. The poor pigſuming Soul dreams of 
God's Favour abloluyely, but ſtudies not Go- 
fpcl-conditions, to. which God's favour with 
ail the effects thereof are promiled, and a godly 

F Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian dares' not apply pardon, reconcilia. 
tion, &c. becauſe he finds not that faith and 
repentance which he knows God requireth, and 
to which he annexeth the effects of his ſpecial 
fayour jn Chriſt. Oh what damnable deluſions 
are built upon theſe miſtakes ! Alas, how many 
are gulled and beguiled with miſinformations 
and miſconſtruftions in theſe fundamental 
Caſes ! 


Here I might reckonup the many pleas and * 


pretences men bring to perſwade themſelves 
they are in God's favour, 1 ſhall but hint them, 
I nced not ſtand tg-confute them. 1. One 
Lopes he is-in God*s\favour becauſe he is pro- 
ſpered in the world with Eſtate, Friends, 
Health, Honour; but if ſo, the Turk can 
boalt of ſucceſs and favour as much asany. O- 
thers on the contrary think they are in God's 
fayour becauſe afflicted, then tormented Souls 


in Hell might plead Ge&'s favour. 2. Others. 


plead they hear the beſt Preachers, enjoy pure 
Ordinances, but Chriſt caſhiers them * that 
hence pleaded his favour, Like 13. 26. 3. O- 
thers God hath honoured with notable gifts of 
Diſcourſe, Prayer and Knowledge, but Saul 
and Fudas, yea, the Devil himſelf . might 
plead for God's favour irom Gifts as muth as 
any. 4. Others plead achange in their courſes, 
and ſome viſible reformation of life; but this 
of it {elf willnot evidence God's favour : 2 Pet: 
2. 20,— 5. Others plead that they are mer- 
ciful, forgiving, favourable to ſych- as offend 
them, and they hope for favour from God; 
but $.z41 was unſound, aud out of favour, not- 
withſtanding 
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withſtanding this good property, 1 Sam: 11: 
13. 10.27. 6. Others think they have God's 
fayour, for they beg it-in every undertaking, 
and would not ſet about any enterprize without 
it; but Saul an Hypocrite, and at laſt caſt off 
did as much, 1 Sam. 13. 12. yea, if God an- 
ſwered not, he examined the reaſon to find out 
the ſinthat hindered God's favour, 1 Sam. 14. 
37, 38. yea, he ſhews great diſlike of ſin, and 


* zeal to reform it, or puniſh it, v. 33, 39. Yea, 


he continued his Duties after he heard that God 
had caſt him out of fayour : ſee 1 Sam. 15. 23.-- 
31. yet for al] this, was not in God's favour, 
and quite rejected. 7. Others plead their love 
to God , and reſpeft to God's people, but 
there is ſuch a love to God and his people as 
doth not evidence ſpecial Grace: thus evena 
Saul, Balaam, and wicked men may not be alto- 
gether void of love to God and his Saints. 
9. Others plead Conviftions of Conſcience, 
terrours, fears, humiliations, deep foretaſtes 
of another world, which is no more than Abab, 


faith, harmleſs converſations, hearing the word 


gladly, doing much-in compliance therewith, 


willat leaſt eyidence, if not, procure God's fa- 
vour; but Rom. 2. 18--24. Phil. 3. 6. 1ar.6.20. 
will contradict this conceit. 9g. Others wilt 
needs argue themſelves into God's favour from 
their diligence in duties, their inquiries after 
their duties and ſalvation, but theſe in /ſas.58:2. 
and the young man, at. 19. 20. were as fit to 
plead this as they; yet not in ſpecial favour. 

F |12 10, Others 


1 King. 2t:; 
Felix, Fudas, and thofe Heb. 6. 4, 5- could Ig : 
plead. Others imagine their ſoundneſs in the AR. 24.31: 


Fa 
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10. Others hope God fayours them becauſe 
they are much aticcted in Ordinances, enlarged 
in duties, they continue long in Faſting and 
Prayer, but the Phariſces ſtony-2round Hearers 
had as much ground to plcad this as they, Luke 
15. I, 12; Afatth. 23e 14 1 3. 2b.— 10. Q- 
thicrs can £9 along wit! the foolith V Irgins in 
having L amps, erumnung tacin, K2 -CPINg COm- 
- pany with wile Virgins, dearing Crage, uing 
tome endeavours to obtain it, yct. alas, caſt 
Out of the Chamber with an 7 kzow you, at : 
AL. ? us «1. 
i {ay not biit theſe thinzs are good ſo far as 
Ll iCY BC, but they are not full citects and ſuf- 
Ie evidences of God's favour, or ipecial 
you muſt -look out ſor more 
'BYY & 3g Srounds. Obſerve it, there 1s no- 
1Uynz wherein perſons arc more apt to be mi- 
lake! n, and more' endangered Þby miſtaking 
can wagining they are. in GodF. tavour, 
Sen areapt to latterthemlelyes with hopesof 
IMMUuDICY-n lin from conceirs of the me1 cy of 
God, and though they live ſtafvlly , yet ſap, 
Is mot the Lord amo? ns ? neue evil can come uito 
z6, Mic. 3. 11,12. Alas, poor finncr, it 1s 
not thy confidence, but Scriptural Evidence 
that wil carry it, It is a fad aſtoniſhing con- 
lideration to hear deluded finners' bear big with 


þ41 "a Tal Chr it, 


hopcs of God's favour, and when youex am ine 
their grounds tiiey have not one that wil bear 
water, or hold weight in the balance of the 
Sanciuary, Art 
Ver iclt At, 
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in God's ſayour, and canſt not pro oquce a GG 

ipel repentance, puitifylng fa Ln, working loye, 
nor a'ly ONC iaving UIACE it UNC! Ity * ? "Canſt 
thou imagine tho: art in God's fayour, wlien 
tion never alt give np tay fell to God in 
Covenant to be ruled by ns Laws, comply 
with his wil? Art tho in God's iavour that v1- 

ther makeſt no conſcience of worthipping God, 
or doit it but formally, and knowelt nor what: 
Ir is topour out thy foul before him, or enjoy 
communion with him ? Nay, but man, how 
canſt thou judge thy {eli m God's favour, when 
thy conſcience tells thee of a ſweet fin thou ta- 
xelt pleaſure IN, and art toth to part with, 
which is totally .inconliitent with God's fa- 
your? For if thouregard iniquity 1n thy heart, 
God will not hear thy prayer, nor reſpect thy 
perſon. Men may latter thee, and ſay peace, 
peace, good men may be deceived with thee, 
and approve of thee, thou mayſt have quiet- 
neſs in thine own conſcience, and ſing thy ſelf 
aſleep in the bed of ſecurity, bur all this while 
God may thunder out threatnings againſt thee, 
and hate thee as his Enemy, aud for ever caſt 
chy ſoul into torments. - Alas, poor ſouls, that 
we poor Miniſters could weep over you that 
are enemies tothe Croſs 0! Chriſt! Oh that you 
1d but ſee your danger butore it be too late? 
Oh that God in mercy to your touls would de- 
iiyer you out of this burning. 
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CHAP. IX. 


i A Nether ſort to bereproyed, are abuſers 
| of God's Favour, ( briefly to hint theſe) 
now men abuſe Gods fayour two ways. 1. By 
inyalidating it. 2. Perverting it. 

_ .1+ By rendring the favour of God null, or 
inefteCtual to attain the ends of God's deſigns 
thereby. God's fayour ſhould leave a ſweet 
favour upon mens ſpirits, and lead their 
ſouls to God. Rom. 2. 4. Deſpiſeſt thou the riches 
of his goodneſs, and forbearance, and long-ſutfer- 
zng, not knowing that the. goodneſs of God leadeth to 
repentance ? 1, e. ſhould lead thee to repentance 
and new obedience : alas, that theſe Silken 
Silver Cords of Love and Fayaur ſhould draw 
our Iron Hearts no nearer God ! ſince God's 
goodneſs is ſuch an attraCtive Loadſtone, and 


hath won ſo many hearts! Ahas, Sirs, whatare . 


you made of ? where's your ingenuity ? If men 
had expreſſed the thouſandth part of favour to 
you; oh what workings of Bowels would it 


have wrought? and ſhall God's kindneſs be.__ jnſtr 


loſt? will you always go onto receive the 
grace of God invain ? will you go on to return 
evil for good, hatred for his good will ? Alas, 
that you ſhonld ſtill go away from your beſt 
Friend, and forſake your own mercies, you 
nay be ſure that the more favours are con- 
ferred on you, the more coals of fire are heap: 
24 on your heads, if youattain not God's w_ 
bis 23 SES be yh © A beſides 
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belides, you do evidently demonſtrate that you 
arewicked ; for of them tis ſaid, 7/oz. 26. 10. 
Let favour be ſhewed to the wicked, yet will he not 
learn righteouſneſs. Willfullneſs utider kind- 
neſſes is a black brand of a wicked heart ; Re- 


| probates- are uſually hardened by that which 


ſoftens others, when Word, Rod, Love, 
Light, Convictions, andall Diſputations rather 
make worſe than better, it's fearful, Lord, 
pity that ſoul upon. which all likely means are 
loſt; curſed ground, which neither ſhower nor 
Sun-ſhine, humane diligence nor Heavenly in- 
fluences make fruitful, lay it waſte, throw it to 
the Common with a Goſpel-cnrſe upon it, let 
no fruit grow on thee henceforth for eyer - it 
after all this it bear Thorns and Briars it 1s re- 
jected, nigh unto a curſe, whoſe end is to be 
burned, Heb.6.8. ; 

2, Perverting God's favours, turning them 
to a wrong uſe andend, thoſe areungodly men 
that turn the grace of God into laſciviouſneſs; 
Fude 4. As when men do pervert the ontward 
comforts of life, which are God's real favours, 
and uſe them as proviſions for the fleſh, weap- 
ons of unrighteouſneſs, incentives to fin, and 


-__inſtruments to ſerveSatan, by gluttony, drun- 


kenneſs, pride, luſt : oh how ill doth God take 
this, yea, the very creatnre groans under this 
Evil, and the uſual fruit thereof 1s ei- 
ther plucking that perſon from the world, or 
pulling that abuſed mercy out of his hands; 
lee Hoſ. 2. 8, 9. Butoh that God's indulgence 
ſhould be abuſed by wretched ſinners, as a pil- 
tow to lay their Heads and ſleep 'upon ! yet 

T4 7 Tus 
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Eccirj. &. 10. Becauſe ſons 
wir an evil work 15 not exccnicd ſpeedily, 


'THIE 
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7hertjorc the heart of toe enldren of mm tis fully 
- 4 F Fa - 4 » 
fet ia them to go Cui, 


The better Gold 1s to 
them, the worſe wit they be, deiperate antt- 


podes to Heavenly Bounty, like churlifh carth, 


the more It is mannred tie more barren it 
grows, or bad carth that produceth weeds in- 
itead of herbs under the droppings oi Heaven, 
Buc oh what prodigious Monſters are theſe that 
argue from kindnels to iclf- murd-ring cruelty, 
ſrom God's mercy to a lawleſs I berry tO lin, 
fromthe abounding of Goſpel-grygce to tie a- 
bounding, of int qQuity, inch diabolical Diſpu- 
zants as theſcin this helliſh Logick, the APolilc 
repels with an avftt, God forbid, Ron. 6. 1, 2 

Sh: we contiane w fin that orace ma y dead! 
God forvid.” Far be that from ns to make ſucha 
iawleſs inference ; let it never be ſpoken or 


;z;. done in Chriſt's School, let no man that pre- 


tends to be a Saint ſhew himfelif ſo irrationa 
and illogical, as either willfully to commit a fin 
in hopes, oi pardon, asif God's pardons were 
iike the Popes Diſpenſations to break God's 
Laws, or clſe to return into f folly ater peace 
ipoken, and preſume that God is gracions, 
and will not p:nith or damn him; it Will aP- 
pcar that as God hath fa vours to beftow, he 
hath alto juſtice to execnte, and when mercy 
goes oit the ſtage, fe" Iho]l enter, and al 
adreadful Tragedy vnon che Poor ſinner, thele 
fayours wili teri int0 : az2ts to ſcorch the 
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Lead poured upon their naked Soul with ad- 
dition of multiplicd danmations in cternal tor- 
ments. As the lenle of unkindneſs torments 
awakened Conſciences, under great kindneſles, 


'{othe fruits of unkindnelles are incenſed wrath 


and indignation, abuſed mercy turns into fury, 
tac more of Heaven here, if men. go without 
it, the wore of Hell hercaſter. Juſtice will be 
moſt glorified where Grace hath been moſt 
magnified and vibEfied ; if God's Jultice enter 
an aftion againſt us, the appeal 1s to God's 
Throne of Grace in Chriſt, . but if Grace and 
Love it {elf commence a ſuit again{t us, whi- 
ther can we flee for relief or remedy ? 

3. Another ſort of perſons that fall under the 
laſh of Conviction is neglecters of God's Fa- 
vours, refulers of his kindneſles, that. prefer 
1. Mens Favour: Or 2. Senſual pleaſures to 
the favour of God. 


1. Alas how manyare there that ambitiouſly | 


deſire the favour of the great men of the world, 
many wil entreat the favour of the Prince, and 
every man is a friend: to him that giveth gifts. 
This ambitious humaur of pleaſing men to ob- 
tainor maintain their favour and good will, is a 
great obſtruction to! faith, and deſtruction to 
J1nners : Fob. 5. 4-4. How can you belicve which 
receive hronoitr one of| auothcr, and ſeek mot the 
honour that cometh from God ozly ? Sometimes, it 
ſeems, mens favour' is inconliſtent with the fa- 


your of God, and truc Belicvers find it akard 


matter to deny their credits, or venture upon 
ci{grace, or the worlds disfavour for Chriſt, a 
Moſes could do it, but many fail here, it is a 

| | very 
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very tender point, a man's good name is him. 
ſelf, and what will his life do him good when 
repute is gone? How can men liye in the 
world when out of all mens favour ? This is 
hard to pals, few get to a point, and ſay, Lord, 
Ict me have thy favour with the forfeiture or 
loſs of all mens favour. But alas, what good 
will the favour of great men do you in the hour 
of death, or day of Judgment, then the light 
of their countenance ſhall be caſt down, alas, 
they cannot relieve their own aking Heads or 
condemned ſouls, ask them to befriend you, 
that God may not be angry, ſee if they can 
bail you fromthe arreſt of death, or bring you 
oft at the Bar of God, yea, try in leſſer mat- 
ters now, Make the experiment in your paltgs 
of conſcience, or pains of body, and ſee if 
their favour or friendſhip can drive away either, 
nay, alas, they cannot help themſelves in theſe 
caſes, in God's fayour alone there is life, yet 
almoſt all men ſlight the favour of God, make 
no great reckoning of it. God may reſerve his 
favours for whom he pleaſeth, for their parts 
they ſtand in need of no ſuch thing in their vain 
imagination, - but when death and judgment 
come their eyes will be opened, and their 
hearts roundly convinced of this truth, that ix 
God's favour is life, 

2. Alas, how many prefer luſts, ſenſual 
pleaſures, and eſteem more lightly of them 
| than of God's favour, they oblerve lying va- 
nities, and ſo forſake their own mercies, Fonah 
2.8. Poor diſtreſſed ſenſual ſots that matter 
not for God's fayour, z.e. his ſpecial diſtin- 
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guiſhing kindneſs and Jove, it they may enjoy 
what gratifies the fleſh, alas, can the enjoyment 
of ſenſual delights, or worldly profits any way 
compenſate for the loſs of God's fayour, meats 
for the belly, and belly. for meats, but God 
will deſtroy both it and them. 
pleaſures and body will be removed ina little 
time, andall contentments will vaniſh away, as 
if they had never been, but God's fayour will 
endure for ever, yea, will make perſons both 
perfectly and perpetually happy : 1 Fohn2. 17. 
The world paſſeth away, and the luſt thereof : but 
he that doth the will of God abideth for ever. Ah), 
ſoul, when thou ſhalt ſee thoſe gracious ſouls 
that longed, panted, prayed, endeavoured for * 
the favour of God above. their lives, made 
happy in God's immediate preſence, and thy 
miſerable ſoul ( which took the world for thy 
portion, and waſt well ſatisfied, if thou hadſt 
{o much of the fruits of God's common Boun- 
ty, as to gratifie ſenſe, thou ſlightedſt God's 
ſpecial favour ) at laſt banifhed from his face 
and favour for ever, oh how will this add new 
wounds to thy deſpairing , and thou wilt be 
ready thus to. bemoan thy ſoul ; Ah wretched 
creature that I am, woe unto me, time was 
that God's favour might have been had, Chriſt 
obtain'd it, the New Covenant contain'd it, 
Goſpel promiſed it, Miniſters offered it, many 
looked after/it, and now poſleſs it in yonder 
glorious Manſions, but I poor careleſs ſinner 
flighted it, did not judge it worth a ſigh, prayer, 
an inquiry for obtaining it, I preſumed thatI 
had it , would not bg beatofft that fond con- 
my cclt, 


Alas, both ! <2**13: 
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cot, | judged them fools, or my enemies that 
would haye me queſtioz-it, or 1 was taken up 
with other matters, and was contented with 
the common enjgyments of this world, but 
now, I ſee now atflaſt, alas, 10w too late lam 
{forced to diſcernfhoth worth and want toge- 
tier, I amnow bamned trom what lighted, 
and that puniſhment 0 ou of God's favour is 
both gal and ſuitable ; wo is me, I ſhall never 
{ce his bletled [ace, my former tenſual pleaſures 
are zone, as 1t they had never been, bur the 
ſtins ſtill remains and ſticks in my ſoul, and 
gnaws my conſcience for ever; Oh that I had 
taken to this betimes; on that I had read, 
and heard, and prayed , and examined my 


conſcience, and asked queſtions to procure help 


to diſcoyer jacerity, and a way to obtain aſlu- 
rance of God's favour ! oh that I had wallowed 
i duſt and ajthes with a broken heart, and weep- 
ing eycs all my days! Oh that I had made it 
my buſincls to lay open all 'my ſins by confeſſion, 
to condemn my ſelf at the Barof Juſtice, and 
haye made my timely appeal to the Throne of 
Grace! Oh that my ſout had had a true, lively, 
{aving faith, inſtead of this fancied faith that 
now andoeth me, by decetving me; Ithought 
faith was nothing bur a belict tat I was In 
God's favour, that my {ins were pardg 
my ſoul ſhould be ſaved, 7. e. thar AG 

lievz alye; for now! feel by fad experience it 
was not lo, there was no reality in theſe things: * 

a that I had ve diligent enquiry into the 
3QTure, Properties, ac tings of true juſtifying 
#1, poliibly I might haye eſcaped theſe tor- 
ments, 
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ments, and have fitten down with yonder hlet- 
{ed ſouls at. Gotl's right hand in his immediate 
preſence, but my day 1s done, the Gulf is hxed, 
my hopes are loſt, the day of Grace is over, 
my foul is loft, and mult. for ever, for ever be 
baniſhed irom the preſence of the Lord, and pus 
niſhed with everlaſting deitruction from the 
powerful hand of a fin-revenging God-:: this, 
thisis the dreecful fruit of {hghting.the ſpecial 
favour of the cternal God. But yow!l fay, is 
thereany ſuch men as flight the favour of God ? 
and whoare they ? Tanfiver, yes, Scripture and 
experience telleth us of many inſtances : there's 


but too many Eſavs that: for a morſel jelltheir prey, ; 2. 


Heavenly Birth-right, the time would fail. me 
toreckonup a curied Cham, a mocking Iſhmael, 
ſtupid Sal, treacherous Fudas, an Apoſtare 
Falian, and all the rabble of prophane wretch- 

es that are gone down to Hell for ſlighting the 
favour of God: and I may fay to every grace- 
leſs ſinner, how canſt thou eſcape, that neg- 
lecteſt ſo great ſalvation. Alas, it is plain e- Fe>-*: 
nongh thou doſt not mind or matter this at- 
fair, thy language, thy carriages, thy whole 
conyeriation doth declare to thy conſcience 


% 


43 


and others , thar thou halt neither part nor lot Ad. 8. 21 


in this matter: alas, poor creature, where are 
thy cares, fears, tears, and ſoul exerciſes about 
this buſineſs, didſt thou ever examine thy ſelf a- 


K bout it? what time doſt thou ſpend dayly in 
E ſceking God's favour with thy whote heart ? 
Wow doth this take up thy thoughts, what 


ou Muſt do if death ſhould arrelt thee, and 
Pi: art at uncertainties 12 this cafe? Nay, 
canK: 
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canſt thou not rather ſpend days, weeks, months 
and years, and never think of this, as though 
thou wert totally unconcern'd init ? any thing 
but this takes up thy mind ; the God of Hea. 
ven pity thee, thy caſe is fad, thou art out of 
God's favour. But more of this in another 


4. The laſt ſort of perſons that arc to be re- 
proved, 1s rejetters of the fayour of God, ſuch 
Swine and Dogs there are, that do not only 
turn their backs upon the favour of God, but 
trample theſe Pearls under their Fect : theſe 
are of two ſorts allo. 

1. Groſs Offenders. 

2, Hot Perſecuters. | 

i. Groſs Sinners, {winiſh, bruitiſh ſpirits, 
that like Atheiſts put far away the evil day, 
and cauſe the ſeat of violence to come near, 
that lie upon Beds of Ivory, and eat the Lambs 
out of the Flock—— drink Wine in Bowls — 
that ſpend their days w.wealth, and in a mo- 
ment go down to the grave, [ yca, to Hell} 
who are thele 2 The Text brands thenr for A- 
theiſts, theretore they ſay unto God, depart 
from us; for we delire not the knowledge of 
thy ways:- what is the Almighty, that we ſhould 
{erve him ;, and what profit ſhould we have, if 
we pray unto hin?: - This isnot only the heart 
and life language, but even the lip language of 
the Atheiſts of onr days; what great matter is 
it whether Folks pray or not; for oughtwe 
{ce it goethas well with ſuch as make not ſuch 
a ſtir in Religion, as thoſe that keep ſuch a 


quarter, men make more ado than needs, if 
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there be a God (putting it in doubt as the 

Devil to Eve at firſt ) yet this God hath an e- 

qual reſpect to all his creatures, he is all good- 

neſs, and ſurely would not make creatures to 

damn.them, and *tis but a fond thing for men 

to torment themſelves with melancholick con- 

ceits of another world, which is uncertain, 

we know what we are, or have here; but we 

know not what ſhall be hereafter : therefore 

let! us, live a merry life, caſt away cares, and 

Skim the cream of creature enjoyments, let us 

cat and drink, for to morrow we die, and there's 

an end of vs. And indeed no wonder ſuch 

Hogs as theſe live a ſwiniſh life, ſince they have 

the Atheiſts Belief; and when they are full of 7p1nzs por- 

Husks of theſe low creature-comforts, lift up corn ſize 

their ſnouts againſt Heaven, and ſcorn the 700” 

Dainties of the upper Table. I muſt leave £77 noms 

theſe incarnate Devils ( nay, worſe than the 

Devil, for he cannot be an Atheiſt, though it 

15 his work to make Atheiſts ) to the dotages 

and diſappointments they ſhall meet with, being 

confident that thoſe that deſpiſe his favour ſhall 

feel hisanger, and lie under the inſupportable 

diſpleaſure of that God , whole friendſhip 

tney willfully reject; In the mean time , 

let theſe wretched ſinners that chuſe death be- 

fore life, yea, . that practically judge them- 

ſelves unworthy of God's favour, and of cter- 

nal life, conſider but that one ſtrange heart- 

melting Text, Pſal. 81, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. See 

the melting Oratory God uſethto win his peo- 

ples hearts to him, his relation to them, pro- 

miles, former proyidences, willingneſs to wc 
@' 


12.10.3344 » 


Cao). 
for them as munch as they can ask : por thy 
mouth wid:, and 1 will fill it ; yet. for all this, 
hear God's complaint, Bur my poopie 19rd rat 
hearkento my voice, 1ſrac! would moue of me, qd, 
Alas, my people thought not me worth 01. 
ing, they thought iy iavour would do 411 no 
good, 1 was not at ali prized by- tim, they 
thought they could ſhiit well er 20091 withore 
mg. The God that madethen upholds rem, 
offers them his grace, love, yea, Linelt to 
make them happy. 1 wasrejedte d, t fey were 
coy and iroward, they would have none of me 
tor their Husband, Lord, Saviour, Imuit. lcave 
them unconquered, not prevailing ON thei! to 
dothem good, my {pirit muſt 70 7 pay LFICVES 
om them, It {ſeems they and Iimyut part, well, 
Fil turn them Foote, | will Icavetiiem ro th CIN- 
{cyes, I gate them to tneir own hearts Talts, 
aud now they are filing up tne mcalure Of 
their tins, and when £ nc yY- are * the 
belyht, I vwill hide my lace from them, ' and 
TC away tng hedge of my COMMon Provi- 
GENE, and 4 will tce what their cnd ſhall be, 
It ihali be ſeen whar poor ihitt they can make to 
{ccure their hearts from terrour, and ſoul 
from torments, to whom now will they flee tor 
1p, where will they Icavetneir Gl we; ? with- 
out ine they thall. bow down under thePriton- 
ers, { chained Devils) and they ſhall fall down 
under the {{zin with the reſt of damned fouls m 
everlaſting coninion: Oh then there ſhall be 
Weeping, . wailing, gnaihing 0i rect] , then | 
Wii ;20gh at their calamity, and mock when 
©. 22AF COMtL  tncn ſhall they cali vpo1; me, 
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but I will not anſwer , ſor that they hated 
knowledge, and did not chuſe the tear of the 
Lord, they would none: of my counſel, they 
deſpiſed all my reproof : Prov. 1. 24, tO 34- 
Read Fer.16.5-13.15. 17: | | 

2, There are ſome 19 deſperate in rejecting 
God's favour, that they reject all that have it, 
and like thoſe the*worſe that are 1n fayour with 
God, they only conſult to caſt; him down from 
hisexcellency, that is in high favour with God, 
the more God exprifſleth his love, the more 


they expreſs their hatred, as [hmael did mock pijaj. 52.4: 


Iſaac, or as the Patriarchs their Father's darl- 
ivg 7oſeph, there 1s a ſpirit of envy that ſwells 
againſt ſuch as are higher in God's Books, than 
themſelyes in the hearts of wicked men: what 
envy wrought in the hearts of the Phariſees a- 
gainſt our Saviour, becauſe he ſaid he was the 
Son of God ? Whar Bedlain rage. poſſeſſed the 
frantick Jews againſt Srephey when-, he ſaid he 
ſaw the Heavens opened ? They cryed with a 
loud voice, ſtoppcd their ears, ran ypon him 
like mad men. t 
againſt the Sairts at this day, it they hear any 


ſpeak, though with words of truth and.ſober- 


neſs, of their experiences, intereſt in God, 
communion with him, evidences of his {pecizl 
favour, &c. Alas, becaute theſe fortiſh Swine 
reliſh not. theſe things ( though tt -be in Sert- 
pture-language, and according to the warrant 
of the Word, yet) they are ready to mock 
them, and call them in ſcorn holy Brethren, 


holy Siſters, but indeed accounting them a pack- 
of canting Hypocrites, that are worſe than 0- 
G hers; -* 


Thelikedo malignant Viliains 


Aqs.5: 55, © 
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{92 | 
thers, bccante they wili needs be better tha 
others, and. will take upon them to cenſure 
their Neighbours, os low , carnal, wicked, 
hccauie they talk notat the ſame rate of high 
lown nonſenſe ( as hs deem it ) with then: 
{elves, thus lober gracious Chriſtians are brand 
ed as Fools, Fanaticks, Enthuſiaſts, and gene 
rally accounted ſuch asare otherwiſe, and rate: 
at with helliſh diſdain, or Phariſees, Separa. 
tilts, or thoſe the Prophet Feaks of, that ſa; 
ſrand by thy 1elf, come not near tome, for 
am holier than thou. But alas, theſe wretcha 
Miſcreants know not how to diſtinguiſh betww 
anempty oſtentation of ſhews of Holineſs, an. 
a ſober proteliion of the power of Godlinck 
and ſo ſneak evil of the things they know ndt 
aud {plit themlelves upon the Rock of Perfect 
1193, both as the tin and puniſhment, undoi: 
themieives for ever. Ch, that men would; 
and nor finite at Cizriit chrought! 
K- aga!tul tli 
Ticks. Think with thy ſelf, man, when tho 
27, abn{ing Proſllois, tuch an one 1s Elther 1 
Hypoctitc, Or a Sang, it an Hypocrite, nd 
withſtanding this tair ſhew, then woe to m 
that naye nor fone _ this len gth » nent 
wept, and prayed, and lived as he hath done: 
he hath tar ont-gonc me, and vet he is ſhort 0 
Grace and Fieavei:. On then, how far ſhon 
am 1, that am to far i1o7t of him,- wo is mel 


974 AL Jalt, 
nyns of his i IENIDCTS , nor Kic 


muſt mei:d wy pace, or I {hail come far behind 
ſhall he periſh with all thoſe experiences, wha 
ſhall become of me that have none at all ? I hac 
need give oyer mocking, 
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[ 33 3 
my Poor loul. | 
but a real Saint {as for oaght 1 knowhels, lo: 
tis too great a work tor me to judge the heart 
contrary to words or actions ) oh what a [ear 
ful caſe am 1 in that am ſighting againſt God, 
and ſcorning thole that God 1s picaledto own, 
better a-Milſtone were hanged about. my Nec, 
and my ſelf be caſt-into the deprh of the Sea, 
How dare 1 look in the face of that God wliole 
Favourites I have deſpiſed * Will not their 
Maſter take his ſervants part. What good can 
I do in oppoſing them that are approved by the 
great God. - Lec my ſoul be in their ſouP's caſe 
both now and at the great. day, Lord, have 
mercy upon my ſoul, and be fayourable to 


" Ne, 


C H AjP. X 


Hus I have levelled the Arrows of Coii- 
vition at the breaſt of poor graccleſs 
{inners. 

2. I ſhall briefly challenge the. Children of 
God, that are indeed really under rhe 1wee* 
Beams of divine Favour, but arc fucit as de- 
ſerve a reproof alſd upon theſe four aAc- 
counts, 


[f he be inde-:d not iypocritc, 


Matr.19,5- 
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1. Slig ghting 
- Dilpiritins unto\ 


;0d's Favour: 
2. Miſtaking 
9 
4 \tiſnſing © 
1. Slighting God's Favour: Alas, how few 


of us doeſtcerh of God's Favour as Life: ah, 
where is an holy David, that could ſay, thy 
loving- _ ineſs or beni- Sjty-is better than life: 
Pſul. 63, 3. Objects cf ſenile are near us, and 


uſually more aftcct us, ſeldom are our hearts ta- 
ken up with the thoughts of it, endearednef. . 


to it. How-icw of us doſtir up ourfelvesto 
lay hold upon. God, and quicken up our hearts 
£0 labour, and lay out ovr ſelves to get it ally. 
red tro our hearts; that we are indeed in the fa. 
vour of God, yea, cannot we be often without 
the fecling of God's favour a long time ? at 
beſt do we not prize the gitt more than tl: 
giver? It isapicce of cgregious folly to looi; 
only afttichand more than the free mind 1n a 
gift. Dopot outward comtlorts pleaſe us more 
than the comforts of Grace; Left-hand more 
than Right-hand Bleſlings * ? Ah, Sirs, are 
the conſolations of God ſmall to you? are you 
afraid of being happy? Is the fayour of men 
worth ſeeking, and-is God's favour of no va- 
Ine? Shall God proponund and promiſe the 


mercy, ſhall Chrilt purchaſe it, thall the ſpirit 
= and convey 1t, yca, allure us of it, "and 

inal we ſtill make light ef it? And ſhall the 
Lov d wair to" = gracious, and our hearts loth 
| £8) entcreain th HIF 
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day come when we ſhall have nee} of the ail:; 

rance of God's love ? Will not flight thoughts 
of God's fayour wound deep ar death}, or in 
{oul-trouble ? ah, that we could be aſhamed of 
our 0:91 egregtous folly., Lord, that thy chil- 
dren ſhould prize their Father's ſmiles no more! 
What is of worth, of uſe, it God's favour bc 
not ? what can do v5 go0d witheut 1t? how 
can you deſire to go ty {caven, 1 you deſire 
Not that wherein Heaygn doth confiit? Lord, 
pardon this woful ſenſoje{sneis, ingratitude and 
ſecurity. 

2. Many of God's Children are much . di- 
ſpirited , diſconraged,” and dejeted in this 
heart, when they remember God they arc 
troubled, as David faith, Pſal.77.3. Thinking, 
oh but this God is none of my God, I have no 
title to his favour love-tokens. How many 
ſuch poor creſt-fallen Saints are there, that are. 
ready. to groan out their ſouls in ſad com- 
plaints with deſcrted David? Plial. 7. 8, 9. 
Hence proceed the ſouls fad and {laviſh fears in 
approaching to God; nay , rather, the ſoul 
comes not at God ; and obſerve it, the leſs you 
come to God, the leſs willing will you be to 
come to him; guilt and fears breed ſtrangenels, 
Oh, I have carried at ſuch a rate that 1 dare 
not look God in the face, his juſtice affrights 
me: his mercy hath taken its leave of me, my 
{oulisindarkneſs, and darkneſs begets terrour, 
L am afraid God will call my fins to remem- 
brance, I have little | grounds to expect his fa- 
your, but rather to fear his frowns, yer dare 
C5--4 nut 
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£191 & but come though dragzed into God's pre. fown cl11 


fence, as though he would rather hurt than 
" In this ſeli-conde mAlng ſpirit, Oh how un- 
b-coming, a Saint is this uncomfortablencſs of 
IPirit, whreis that ſenſe of Gods love, truſt. 
mn vis mercy. deltghting in God, rejoycing 
1m his Prailc * Aijas, I; * this mcans the legal af- 
iri2htments prevall ! inſtea d of Ev angelica] Ten- 
dernelfs, a heart full of fears is inthe room of 
aſon! full of love; thus true Religion degene- 
rates into a ſpurious ſeryility, inſtead of amiable 
approachesto-God as a friend, the poor foulis 
ready to carry at a diſtance from him, as though 
he were an cnemy, or to imagine by-diities 
they ſhall bribe or flatter the ronire Nfl 
treat them gently. Alas,Sirs, this 1s not that reve- 
rence and zodly fear the Scripture ſpeaks of, 
but a baie born cowardiſe of ſpirit , or unbe: 
coniingz trembling that_vents it ſelf in ſuper- 
ſtition, or APSILACY 3 for either ſuch worſhip 
God acc Et their fancics , to pleaſe him, 
and paciſigghts anger, or quite fall oft- ro. Athe- 

iſ, for men will ſoon Ieave what they love 

not; -and if {ach could caſt off this fear, they 
would caſt oft this care of Religion, but Chri- 
ſtianiry cnzngeth to a tearing the Lord and his 
23d approaching to him, and con- 
veriing with Ihm out of the apprehenſion of 
ing Grace. Alas, Sirs, is not God in 
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we not been nndone by. ovr curſed jealouttes 
The Lord humble us for that 
peeviinne!s , ſourneis, untowardneis of our 
naughty hearts, and help us for the ture m 
ſenſe of his {avour to {eryethe Lord witn giad- 
neſs, to come before his preſence wita ing- 
ing. 

3, The ground of all this diſcouragement is 
miſtaking God's favour: alas, there's much 
miſ-judging betwixt man and man, that breeds 
much unk:ndneſs: but oh how fad 1s it tor Chri- 
{tians, God's dear Children, to miſtake God's 
Diſpenſarions. 

1, In point of CorreCtion. 

2. Evidences of peculiar affection in ſpirt- 
tnals. 

1. Though God oyer and over again tell his 
Children, that his heart may be towards then 
even then when his hand is upon them; nay, 
whom the Lord loves he chaſteneth : yet how 
hard is1t if for a Child of God torcad love in 
the Rod, yea, Covenant-love and faithfulneſs ? 
How few can ſee divine fayour in taking as well 
as giving a mercy? Few of us know howto 


Pidi, 100.5. 


rejoycein God with Habakþhin the world's dif- yy, , 1; 
appearing ? and fewer that can rejocce in tri- Rom. 5. 3. 


bulation. But we cry out under affiiction of 
wrath, nothing but wrath, he cones to call my 
{ins to remembrance, he comes to kill me, this 
1s one of God's arrows of vengeance, now he is 
beginning his Controverſie , which will not 
'cnd till my foul be in Hell. When God plucks 
Jay Child, eftate,: name, oh I am undone, 


&_3 1 thi | 


8 | 
Lhis 1s a fruit of God's diſpleaſure, but hay: 
You not as good reaſon to ſay, Oh waat Iovei 
in this Rod! Godis removing niy 1dol of jea. 
lonſie, this Cild I prized at too great arate, i 
15 fit that ſhould go that interpoſcth betwir 
my eye and God; I grew wanton with my E 
ſtate, or ſecure, and was ſaying my Mountain 
ſtands ſtrong, I ſhall never be moved; blelſſec 
Le God that would not fuffer my {oul to Lake 
any reſt in the creature, oh what a mercy 
this, that God hath drycd up that ſtreams 
which I was pretrnzer to ſurfeit, that I migh 
drink mare fyccly of the fountain of the wate 
of life, it 13 Ndyfavrour-that he will take th: 
pains to whip me, ,and bring me _ by weep- 
ing-Croſs, rather than to fuffer me to wande: 
from him by my wanton ſpirit. This were Il! 
deed becoming a Child of God, but how. fei 
of God's Children thus argue, and how ſeldor 
can the beſt taſte honey in God's Rod? Naz, 
2. The Children of God are too apt to mi 
Itake the very ſmiles of God's face, and th: 
true genuine tokens of God's favour: thovg| 
conveyed to them by the hand of the (ſpirit; 
lurely 1t 15 fad to father God's gracious imprel 
{10n5 upon the Farther of: Lies, as well as lay th: 
Devil's Brats at God's dovr. When God cont: 


municates gracious hints as-evidences of his 
love, It 15 an unworthy thing to call theſe de- 
iufions, or. ſparks of our own kindling, this 
goeth to God's heart, he takes it very unkind- 
ly. "Tis trove, catan cantransform himſelf 10: 
:0 an Angel of Light, but the ſpirits ſealings 
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L 39 | 
and the Scripture-touch-ſtone tries both Sata- 
nical Deluſions, and the Spirit's wy. 
God's Cordialsarc of Mother nature, and 

duce different eflects than Satan's kick-ſ} 

Oh how often hath God ſhined upon thy foul? 
how ſweetly and ſeaſonably have the Patents ot - 
Divine Love been confirnvd ? How many a kind 
welcome haſt thou had with God Y yea, what 
a line of loye hath been drawn hrough ail 
Gcd's carriages towards thce? and yet doſt 
thou queſtion his fayour, ſoul, or believe the 
infernal ſpirit rather than the God of truth, or 
thy undoubted expericnces ? Ah,how unw orthy 
athing 15 this ? Wil a Fathep that hath born a 
dearloye to his Child, and dayly cares for him, 
take it well to have his love queſtioned upon e- 
very baſe whiſper of an iti-willed ANROnyT 
that's an unhandſome retorting : al. 1. 2. / 
have loved you, ſaith the Lord: yet ye ſay, Whew 
in haſt thou loved us? They put him to prove 
his love upon every ſlight occaſion. It is hard 
when the conſtant tenour of a Husband's car- 
riage towards his Wife is full of tendernels, 
that everyſceming ſighting muſt be conſtrued 
a forſakinig by a jealous Wife. How ill doth 
God perl, when wt; 1 ſaid, The Lord hath 

ies 


and Lord hack forgotten me ? 

1.49.4 And what tender expoſtulations doth 
vp uſe to ſatisfic her, that 1t isnot according 
to her miſprition : verſe 15, 16. Alas, whence 
comes it to paſs, that if evidences be not fairly 
writ, and legible ( though the ſouls own-neg- 
lects and miſcarriages often blur them) alt is 
ior, the poor Chriſtian queſtions all? Ad, 
SITS, 


ot 
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on defizns of love , though you have hard 
thou: "its of him ! is may | - thy jou] 5 grievouſly 
haraitcd with blaiphemous thon: 21:75 (C which 
thon hateft as the Dovil theit rr ) wel, 
muſt not God be thy Friend, becauſe Satan is 
thy Adveriary ! b<caule thc Devil doth tempt, 
"ori ot. God love ? Who more favoured of 
c:5d than Chriſt, and who more violently al. 
anlicd than he? 'Poth the Husband love the 
Wie the leſs, becauſe ſhe 1s ſorely tempted, 
but is vexed, tormented, burdcned with im- 


p*tuous ſolicitations tow antonneſs : nay, doth 


fic notpity her, and love her the more for her 
faithfulneis. The God of Heaven knows and 
heors tiy groans and griefs, prayers and fears, 
and willboth ſuccour and pardon U12C, becaule 
ne fayoiurs thee, Let the iDevil iay what he 
will, and do what he can, for ke is a media- 
tour of difterences, ſometimcs — God 
£o. the ſoul, he is the great Tate-bearer to fe- 
parate very Friends. On, hur what clear 
proots Mght you Pr ody wh of Cizine favour to 
conſute Sataws flanders? You may be allured 
he 1s wnat his word repreſents him, and not 
Wat Satan miſrepreients him, Muſter np thy 
experiences, Chriſtian, winch have been alive- 

'7 comment upon the promiſes, and oppoſe 
them to Sara's baſe infinuations, that from 
hencutorth theu mayſt not. bely the Lord, not 
Geny hi s Gracos i thy heart, or his ſpecia il fa- 
YOuT 10 thy io! 4. Mit: 
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+. Miſaſing or abuſing God's favours and 
kindnefſes, by 

1. Unthankfulneſs. 

2, Unfruitfulncts. 

1. An unthanktul heart is the grave of many 
favours, and ſhall there be no reſurreftion of 
mercies out of theſe graves ? Jſrael's ingrati- 
tude was a prodigy, and Dez#. 32. 1sa ſong to 
perpetuate the remembrance thereof to all 
Generations, many receits, no returns. Oh 
how aſtoniſhing is'this? how unſuitable to the 
ingenuous ſpirit of a Saint. 
at Midnight to give God thanks, when God's 
favours came into his mind, and he makes ac- 
count, Surely the righteous ſhall give thanks unto 
thy name, Plal. 140. 13. Paul was a man of 
many mercies, and a man of many praiſes, Deo 
cratias was always in his mouth. Ingratitude 
San Heatheniſh tin, andleads to many vain ima- 
ginations and bruitiſh abominations : Rom. 1. 
21—24, Iris that foul fin that breaks out 
in the laſt times, and makes tne times hard and 
perilous, and is yoked with unholinels: ' 2 T7. 
3. 1,2. It is a fin that renders men worſe than 
Bruits, yea, the moſt ſottiſh Beaſts, 1/az-1.2,3- 
Ah, ſoul, ſhame with thy ingratitnde, what a 
baſe, naworthy, difingenuous ſpirit haſt thou, 
that canſt ſo eaſily paſs by {o great iayours ? 
Doſt not thou thank God for a meals meat,and 
wilt thou not take notice of ſpiritual food? canil 
thou deny but God hath vilited thy ſoul with 
many rea] favovis ? what means all rhele Con- 
victions, impreſſions, ſuſtentation, and conſo- 
ations that thoy haſt had? are all theſe {mall 
| to 


David could riſe pang.5-. 


F{al.55.15, 
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tothce ? Donot they deſerve thy praiſes? | 
not thankfulneſs the tribute thou owelt him! 
Canſt thou doleſs than acknowledge what Gof 
hath done for thee? ſhouldſt tnou not call up 
on others, and fay , come all you that fea 
God, andl will tell youwhat he hath done fo 
my foul, and ſhould you not defire them ti 
help you in praiſing God, as David, Plal. 34. 
O magnifie the Lord with me, and let us exalt h 
name together, Ah, foul, if thou be not thank. 
ful tor God's favours, Goſt loſeth his Glor, 
thou looleſt the comfort of mercies, and thu 
wilt have a ſad account to give another day 
The God: of Heaven raife np thy heart to: 
thankful frame, otherwiſe thou buryeſt former, 
fo thou preventeſt future mercies, for thankful 
neſs for by-paſt favours, is a ſecret craving dl 
more, -but God will not truſt thee with wit 
thou wanteſt, unleſs thou be thankful for what 
thou haſt, "Therefore rouſe up thy dull hear 
to this great and ſweet duty, as David, Pſal.10; 
1, 2, 3.and ſtudy what to render to the Lord tot 
all his kindneſles, Pſal.1 16.13. 


2. Unfcuitfulneſs, unſuitableneſs : when 


_ God's favours have been ſhowred down upon 


Fiai.,s 5» 3 [ 


us plcntifully, how barren are our hearts! 
how apr are we to return into folly after peace 
ſpoken? It is ſad that any ſhould fin again: 
God, but the more kindneſs Gnd expreſleth to 
any, the greater aggravationof fin. Hence It 
1s, that the ſins of: God's people are fo great, 
that God faith, Fer. 2. 30. The Children of 
7adal have only done evil before me, they only 
have provoked nic to anger ;} as if the world 

| beſide 


heſide v 
fides tha 
profeſlic 
gainſt tl 
I. Ac 
2. O 
The 
hearts 1 
help ag: 
gravate 
mind, 
wakene 
ders thi 
more d 
ſion up 
agerave 
thou haf 
fin 1s wc 
a corre 
mote t] 
4.4% 
the art 
God la 
' Cles Ac 
ſn fro 
them w 
7 13. 
they b; 
there's 
4. Jer. 
anger 
vex h 
behay 
63. 8, 


CIMer, 
nkful 
1g of 
what 
what 
heat 
103, 
<d for 


when 
Pon 
ts! 
Jeace 
ainſ 
th to 
ce ll 
reat, 
n of 
only 
orld 


fide 


; beſide were comparatively innocent. 
/ ſides that the gracious foul ſins againſt greater 


[ 93] 
For be- 


profeſſions and engagements on our part, ſo a- 
gainſt the greatelt 

1. Advantages. And 

2, Obligations laid upon us by God. 

The principles Gcd planted in the Saints 
hearts is a fruit of divine favour, and a great 
helpagainſt{in, and tofin againſt that dothag- 
gravate fin, oh, to lin againſt 'an enlightened 
mind, renewed will, fanCtified - afteftions, a. 
wakened conſcience, and a divine nature, ren- 
ders the fin more grieyous, and finners caſe 
more dangerous, at leaſt in his own apprehen- 
ſion upon a through Conyiction; thus David 
ageravates his ſin, Pſal. 51.6. In the hidden parts 
thou haſt made me to know wiſdom © theretore this 
fin is worſe in me than another that wanteth ſich 
a corrective principle to reſtrain lin, and pro- 
mote the contrary holineſs. | 

2, God's peoples ſins are committed againſt 
the greateſt, moſt endearing obligations that 
God layson us, bothas to light and love, mer- 


cies and means of Grace, God accents his 1ſraels 


ſin from ſpecial kindneſs, Heſ. 11.4. 1 drew 
them with cords of a man, with bands of. love, C. 
7. 13,15. 8.12. Fer. 31. 32. Which my covenant 
they brake, although I was an Husband tothem : 
there's a great emphaſis in that : ſee alſo 7ſas. 5, 
4. Jer. 2.2.—5. Mic. 6.3.4. Other mens {ins 
anger God, the ſins of God's people grieveand 
vex him, becauſe he made account they would 
behave themſelves after another manner : 1faz. 
63. 8,9,10, Yea, God complains of his own 

children, 


[ 94 } | 
children, that he is broken with their whori 
Ezek.s. 9, heart, and prelied down as a Cart preſled wi 
Amos 2.9, Sheavyes, .and indeed if runs to a man's hex 
wy when a Child , or Friend, or a Wite; upd 
whom he hath hcaped many kindneiics thallc; 
ry baſely,diſingenuonſly to him, when as he mz 
Pal. 55.1), ſay as David, if it had been an Enemy 1 mig 
"Y have born it, andas Ceſar ſaid, [ x, ov 741! 
What, thou my Son, to lift up thy heel to deſpiſe, i 
thy hand to ſtrike me, I take it worſe from th 
than from any other. So may God fay , wh: 
my Son, my Child, upon whom TI have confe 
red ſo many favours, whom I have taken int 
ſo near relation with my ſelf, whom I have «& 
fectually called, fanCtified, to whom I have fo: 
given ſo many, and fo great ſins, on whom! 
have conferred ſo many honours, with whom 
have bcen {o familiar, by whom Iexpected{ 
much Glory, in whom I have taken 1ſo mu 
content; ol that thou, even thou ſhouldſt de: 
attcr 'this manner to break my laws. 
grieve my ſpirit, diſhonour my name, abuſen 
favours; oh this runs to my heart, I know no 
how to bear it, it it were a wicked man I coul 
be avenzed on himin another world, I coul: 
eaſe me of my Adverſaries, and avenge me 0! 
mine Enemies, I cantell how tocome even wit! 
them; bnt for you my children I have ane 
verlaſting kindneſs for you, my deſign is t0 
ſave your ſouls, and you put me ro it to knoy 
what courſe ro take with you, which puts me 
Hoſ-6'4% uponan Oh Ephraim, what ſhall 1 do unto thee! 
oh Fudah what ſhall I do unto thee ? 1 have try 
gentle means, and ſought to win the love and 
| kindneſs, 
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"oe Tray x 
whoriz kindneſs, I ſee it will not do, my lenity is abu- 
ed vid gd, my love is lighted, thou art hardened, 1 
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mutt taze another courſe, I will do my ſtrange 
work, to which I am ſo averle, I will now 
uſe ſeverity, behold I will melt them, andtry 
them, for how ſhall 1 do for the daughter of 
my people,. I muſt not lofe my Children, and 1 


ſee fair means will not bring them in, 1 mnit Jer.s. 


uſe ſharper argnments, that may pinch and non- 
plus them, and drive them to ſtraits, that they 
may not know what other courſe to take; but to 
run to me for ſhelter. And all this is in cove- 
nant-faithfulneſs, and purſuance of God's gra- 
cious deſigns of good to fouls, as he faith, Hof. 
2.6. Therefore Iwill hedge up thy way with thorns, 
and make 2 wall that ſhe ſhall not find her paths. 
This is love and favour, for it is far better be 
pricked with thorns to keep in the right way, 
than wander into dangerons pit-falls by ealie 
ways in an uninterrupted courſe. Ah, ſoul, 
thou that haſt abuſed God's favours, maylſt 
thank thy ſelf for the rods, yea, and thank 
God that he will take the pains to whip thee, 
rather than ſuffer thee to go on to abuſe his Fa- 
VOurs, 


wy * 


Pial. 51. 


Pfal. 35.10, 
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CHAP. Xx. 


Third uſe. of this point is of Examinati. 
on, 1s it ſo, that God's favour is a Chri- 
ſtiaws life, Inthy ſavour is life - then it becomes 
us all to try whether we be in God's fayour or 
no. Oh that this were well cleared up to all our 
hearts. You'll ſay, how ſhall I know that | 
am in God's favour; I ſhall ask you four main 
neſtions, and dcelire you to ſearch your hearts 
or an anſwer. | 
1. Haththe ſenſe of God s anger been thy death? 
Have your ſouls been laid under deep-convicti- 


ons that God is angry with you, that his anger, 


is -juſt, that God 1s angry for ſin? andghave 
you ſcarched for what fin God is angry ? Have 
your hearts been deeply affiicted with that ſin! 
hath the guilr of fin lain upon your conſcience, 
as an intolerable. weight ? Haſt thou cryed out 
with Iſaiah, We is me, 1 am undone becauſe 1 ama 
man of 1nnclean lips ? C. 6. 5. Haye thy bones 
been broken with penitent David ! Have 
God's Arrows ſtuck faſt in thee ? is there no 
ſoundneſs in thy fleth, becauſe of-God's anger, 
nor reſt in thy bones, b2caule. of thy $in? haſt 
thou cven roarcdby reaſon of the diſquietnels 
of thy fpirit: 7ſu. 38. 1. to11. Haſt thou e- 
ver complained under the guilt of ſinand God's 
wrath, az a foul weary, heavy-laden ? What 
{1yeſt thou ſoul, baſt thou ever with holy Job 


Jo> 644 tir the Arrows of the Almighty within thee, 
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4 LW7 1 
and the poiſon thereof drinking-up thy lpirits © 
have the tcrrours of God fer themichves 11 ar- 
ray againlt thee ? halt thou been pricked at the 


heart under the guilt of fin; as the Jews,.- or. , « 


with holy Pa halt thou tound. the commaud- 
ment to be unto death ? halt thou heenTtlatit 1n 
thy comforts, hopcs, helps, under the lene. of 


\ k> =. $ , 
Rom.” > 
Ll U, 


guiltineſs ? Ah, foul, thon didlt nyver feel fa-. » 


vour, tiilthouhalt :citterrour - the Law 4s our 
Schoolmaiter to bring us'to Chrilt, fenie of. 
wrath in ſome degree. uſually precedes ſenſe of 
of love, thou muit {ail from eartii to Heaven in 
the port of Hl, tin mit be bitter beiore Chriit 


will be {ſweet to thee ; tnon wiltnever know the - 


benefit of God's fayour, | tiil thou haſt Jain wn- 
der the ſenſe of his anger, both. in firſt conver- 
lion, and'oftentimesin after deſertions, as Hc- 
man and others of God's Children have had ex- 
perience: yet with all this, tne poor ſoul under 
all this diſpleaſure, dare. not but juſtifie God, 
and condemn. himlelt, if God {hould caſt him 
inco Hell and eternal confulion;. and. till con- 
telleth that God puniſheth him leſs than his mi- 
quities deſerve, and looks uponir as the Lord's 
mercy that he is not coniumed, and were 1t nor 
tat Hell conliſts in the want of God'sfavour,aud 


aneceſlity of fin, and blaſpheming God's vame, 


otherwile the foub willingly ſubjects it felr £0 
what puniſhment the- Lord ſhalithink lit to 11- 
iictupon him, that God may nave the Glory oi 


His vindictive Juſtice; however the foul looks 


pon himſelf as delerving ut, ard therefore 
jpdzeth it ſeif worthy of death, and rnwit ſtop 
liSmonth for eyer, it God jnould CAL id 1- 
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to Hell. Oh, ſaith the poor convinced ſou] 
what a dreadful malignity is there in fin, 
that abominable thing which God's ſoul hate 
that prodigious, infinite, endleſs evil that is i 
every ſin! it ſtrikes at God's Glory and Being 
diſhonours his name, crucifies Chriſt, grieve 
the ſpirit, robs me of God's favour, darken 
the Sun, corrupts the air, damns fouls, woi 
me, what will become of me, my ſoul 1s 
danger by reaſon of the Lord's anger. 

Art thou convinced that the whole world can 
reſtore thee to God's favour ? Alas, all the At 
gels in Heayen, all the men onearth, all cre 
tnre-comforts , . or created accompliſhment 
and endeayours cannot by any means reduc 
the ſoul into the fayour of God, no Gra 
Duties, aCtings, can reconcile the ſoul to Go 
or conciliate God's fayour. Wyll the Lord 
pleaſed with thouſands of Rams, or ten tho: 
fands of Rivers of Oyl ? Will the fruito 
our brain or body attone for the fins of 
ſouls? No, no, when poor creatures have 
fended God, will he take a Bullock out of the 
Houſe, or He-goat out of their Fold? Ni 
no, he deſires not Sacrifice. Well then, & 
the holy men in earth or in Heaven interpok 
No, though a Noah, Daniel and Fob, though: 
Lot, a Moſes and Samuel ſhould ſtand upt 
ſpeak good' for an offending people, yet thr 
cannot turn away God's wrath, or work upd 
God's heart to favour a people, Nay, ſupp 
an Angel in Heaven ſhould intercede 
a ſinner, he could not bring him into Gol: 
favour again', his intereſt with God |! 
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not ſufficient to interpoſe betwixt an oftended 
God, and the offending ſoul, .he chargeth the 
Angels with folly, ro which of thoſe holy ones Job 4. 13, 
then will men turn, for God's wrath will kill 5-142 
the fooliſh man, for all that they car do for 

them, yea, but ſuppoſe theſe poor offending 

ſinners ſfſould return to God with Prayers, 

tears, groans; alas, all their ſweet incenſe may 

be abomination to him. But what if they falt * —— 
If they do, yet God will not hear their cry. 1... 12, 
Yea, but ſuppoſe they reform their lives, 0- 
bey God's commands, liveholily ? that is good, 
and abſolutely neceſlary, yet that will not make 
God amends, pacifie wrath, or purchaſe res 
conciliation with God : no, no, they that are 
in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God ;, yea, though 
the ſoul be converted, and ina ſtate of Grace, 
yet their beſt righteouſneſs 1s but defective, and 
butas filthy rags, and without fafth in Chriſt 
the mediator it is impoſlible to pleaſe God, 
A poor ſoul is convinced, that if all the holineſs 
of all the Saints in Heaven and earth centered 
in one ſoul, it could not make ſatisfation to 
jultice for the leaſt ſin, for fin is in afort infi- 
nite, becauſe the -objeft offended is infinite, _ 
therefore the ſatisfaction muſt be commenſu- 

rate to the evil that 1s in fin,and the infiniteneſs 

of God; God is a conſuming fire to ſouls out 

of Chriſt, the ſoul darenot approach God, but ph, ; « 
through a Mediatour, we are accepted only in N 
the Beloved, God is well pleaſed no way but yah = 
n his beloved Son, he treats not friendly with — ** 


Rom. 3.8. 
Ila, 64. 6, 


Heb, 11.6» 


linners any way but over the Mercy-ſeat, there £9 39-6. 


God inan amicable way 5» 


H 2 Without a 
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«<< Iv 


is 10 Intercourſe - with 


be 


; { Too | 
withgut a Mediator. Alas, faith the ſoul, | 
am born out of God's favour, thusghave lived 
thus muſt die, except infinite mercy Pity me 
and I fee as God is infinite 11 mercy , fo i: 
juſtice, and juſtice muſt be ſatished, and I { 
nothing in the whole creation that can farish 
It, all the creatures are inſign:1cant cypher, 
ny own righteouſneſs is a covering too nar: 
row to wrap my ſelf in, or to {ecure my naket 
foul from the laſhes of ſin-revenging Juſtice 
what courie muſt I take? what means muſt] 
uſe to be ingratiated in the favour of God, « 
tc bedelivered from the wrath to come ? 

2. Haſt thou made it thy main buſineſs to get « 
z2tereſt in Teſus Chriſt? Andindeed this 1s th 
only way of accommodation: ſuppoſe a Kingh 
oftended with his Subjects, and he hath declare 
that there is no way of reconciliation with hin 
but making ale of his Son to mediate for them, 
if thoſe Subjects prize their Soveraigr's favour 
they will make uſe of the means he hath pre 
{ribed toregain it, Fhus we find, Act. 12.2% 
H:: 04 was hibly diſpleaſed with them of Tyre ai 
Sido;!, but they came with one accord to hin,and hi 
Vin made Blaſtus the kin”s chamberlain their f; tent 
velrea prace, breanuſe their country was onriſheds 
the kins's country. The caſe is ours, God 
diplcaied witi finners, we cannot {ubſiit here, 
nor be happy .in Heaven without the King 
{teavens Favour, it becomes us to ſuc for peace 
bt 30 peace can be had, except the Lord Jeſi 
( cur Heavenly BYifs) be our Friend to med: 
ate for us, and rhe way of intercſtgin Chrilts 
{aittalone, Chrilt's ſatis/aCttion and interceſliol 
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hath ſmoothed the brows, and quenched the 
wrath Ol God Almighty, and rendred Gol ap- 


proachablc wy 1NerS, he 1s the way, the truth jolns, 
I T 2 9d lt, 


andlite, lie delivers lrom the wrath tocome, 
he makes peace by the Blood of his Crols, he 
alone brings us to God. God faith to us, asFc- 
y face except 
yoxt bring Jour Brother. Nowthe 01d man bi: 
ders our clo ling with Coriſt,.y 'ct the poor foul 
wants {ip phe Sy and dare 6a, 20 without Jeſus 
Chriit, oh what concecſts and ſirugglngs 15 there 
to get hold of Chriſt Jcſhs. One while the 
poor ſoul 1s as John weeping, ſadly weeping, 
becauſe thore 1s none 1n his view found to open 
the ſealed Book, and interpret what is in the 
Lord's Bears towards ſinners; but when he is 
Aatished that hclus Chrilt the Lion of the Tribe 
of 7nd 7 1a! 1 prevailed, theie deſpairing tears 
are wiped ot his clondy face, and the ſou] con- 
ccives:ome hopes, juſt as Elhu deicribes it in 
Tub 33. 19. He ec. repay with pain upon his bed, 
cad the mitltirnde of bis bones with ſtrons pain : 
andſo on tov. 2.1. At laſt when the ranſome 
" found- then wv. 25. He (þ. z{l DALY Wi to God, and 
will be favorraldle 11tn bt mm, ad newill ſee his 
fice with joy— This indeed is the only way of 
avining avour with God, we ſhall behold 


God's pleaſant face. ih the face of Jeſus 2 
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Rev. 5.45, 


F:1.3-5,-. count all things but dung that I may' win Chrift, 
and he found in him, let all go, riches, honours 
the friendſhip of the world, and favour « 
deareſt Relations for Chriſt, I will venture up 
on the diſpleaſure of men, I muſt have God! 
favour, whoſe favour ſoever I loſe, therefor: 
miſt have bleſſed Jeſus, he 1s the chiefeſt « 
ten thonſand. But a carnal heart loves the: 
vcur of men more than God's, as the Phariſee 
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Fd 


of old, 7obn 12.43. 


( 
4. What are God's carriates towards thee, ar 
*ny behaviour towards God f This mutual re 
c1procal behaviour will be the beſt diſcovery 


tavour, as it is amongſt friends. 


1. For God's carriage tewards thee, 0b 


ferve, 


1. Doth not God's word ſingle thee out b; 
Conviction? When thou haſt read a Chapte: 
or heard a Sermon, hath vot the ſpirit of Ga 
{et it home upon thy conſcience, as if he ha 
called thee by name, ſaying, thou art the man 
So that as the unlearned Corinthian thou hal 
fallen down, and ſaid, God is in this Ordinanc: 
of a truth. This hath ſet thy ſoul a tremblin 
under the word, and it followed thee, al: 
would not ſuffer thee to reſt in ſin, till it awake 
tny conſcience, and ſhaked thee ont of ſecur. 


ty ; though this was ſharp, yet bleſs God to 


It, as a ſivect fruit of his favour, 


2. Doſt thounot find ſome gracious working 


of God's ſpirtt in fcrer duties, as-prayer, 


ditation, ſclf-examination ? doth not God'sfft * 


[17 draw ont faith, love, repentance, defires, 


Doth itnot fometimes hclp thy infirmities we 
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ſighs and groans that . cannot be expreſſed”? 
None can tell what warmings, meltings, and 
quickenings there .are at ſome ſeaſons in thy 
heart, God knows the meaning of his ſpirit 
within thee. Oh, whence proceedall theſe o0- 
perations ? ſurely not fromfleſh and blood, na- 
ture could not ſtir up thy heart in this ſort. 

3. Doth not God's ſpirit open thy eyes to 


God?Is not Religion inits moſt diſadvantage 


behold, and raiſe thy heart to attect the ways, of 
Heb.11.26, 


drefs to fleſh and blood, moſt lovely in thy 

asit was in Mfoſes's ? hath not the Lord raviſhed 
thy heart with the beauty of wiſdom's ways ? 
hath not wiſdom entred into thy heart,. and 


knowledge been ſweet to thy ſoul ? haſt thou 


not found more ſpiritual acquaintance with 
Goſpel myſteries, a!1d morereal content in ho- 
ly Duties, ſo that it! may be ſaid, Fleſh and blood 
have not revealed theſe things to thee, but the Father 
which is in heaven, Matth. 16.17. 

4, Doſt thou not find ſometimes a comfort- 


Prov.3:14, 
2,10, 


+ . 


F. AA Z 


able return of thy poor prayers? Canſt thou - 


not ſay, that ſome mercies thag God hath gi- 
ven in hath this ſtamp upon them, Prayer an- 
{wered ? ſo that thou canſt truly call them. Sz> 
muels, 1.e, God's hearing : Pſal. 34. 4+ I ſonrhr 
the Lord, and he heard me. And this anſwer of 
prayer 1s aclear eyidence that God 1s with us, 
P/al. 56. 9. When God prepares the heart, and 
bows his ear, is not that a great token of his 
ſpecial favour, Pſa. 10. 17. 

5. Hath not preventing grace ſeafonably 
ſtept in to keep thy ſoul from fin? Juſt as thou 
halt been entring upon temptation, upon the 

H -4 brink 


Eph, : 


" V, witneſſing Or 


| fog ] 
brink ready to fall, hath not the mercy © of Cod 
wo tee Vp? bath not Gol prevented thee 
ith his bloilings of 00d cis? Pſi. 21. 1, 
Hog o't haih Sod k opt thy heart and the tem: 
ainndor? and many times kept thee 
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4 
7 Le COMMENAN of thoſe iis to wilci thorn 
Froſt been eaclined and” engag ? 


1h not afiſting grace cone IN wit 
oorct and feaionable npports according to 
Drone my grace ſnall be ſufnciene for thee? 
Tor tins! to David's EXPrIence ,. ſal. 
Fy «2 wg when I cryex, thor anſwerea 
th 64 me with {? acis 712 17 1 of ut 
Faw many time was the Lord ready to fave 
thn ow nent, heart was fainting, fleſh failing? 
at ſe aſonal le and ſatisfying ? INCOMES hae 
Sections ace again to life, furcty v there was rich 
147our intheſo; 

-, + Hath not God by his ſpirit ſometime {cal 

s love to thy foul? Look into thy heart, 
look back upon experience, 1s there never 1 
'ove-token * Hath, not God's [pirit brought 
!rs own evidence along with it, and put thy 
tonl out of Qoubt, asf thon hadit heard an al- 
Gidie voice, ſaying, I have loved thee, faiti 
Tehovah, what faiſt thou? Thovgh thou-canti 
not expect immediate Revelations, yet hal: 
tacn nor been fatisfhed of theſe divine fſufur- 
rations and whiſperings to tiy heart, the ipirits 
ſcaling, eſpecially contider- 
Tre: 

That kis favour carne in the way of 2 
api this token of love was lapped in the 

|, Pſ:l.119.65. Thou oo dealt veel with thy 
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>. Conveyed to thy ſoul in duties after many 
prayers, cars, repentings, actings of faith, 
when the ſoul hath heen digging in the valley of 
Bacz, Or weeping, God's rain of love fills the 
Pools, and ſo makes It a valley of Beraca/m, or 
bleſſing, Plal.84.6. ; 

2. Theſenle of God's favour comes in ſuit- 
ably and ſeaſonably, when thou waſt at the Jalt 
caſt, and waſt ſaying, Will he be favourableno 
more , is his mercy clean gone for ever — 
hath God forgotten to be gracious — then 
comes inſomehelp which makes thee ſay, this 
is my ivfirmity, See Pſal. 77. 7, S, 9, 10. 

4. The cffegrs of God's favour do evidence 
whence it proceeds; for as it's ſaid'of the Ring's 
favour, Prov. 19. 12. It is as the dew upon the 
cr2ſs; even fo this favour of God makes ſouls 
froitfnl, what” kindly operations hath it upon 
the heart? Theſe warm beams of divine love 
have bleſſed influences upon the heart. 

This leads meto the fecond Head : 

Vhat is thy behaviour towards God ? 

1. Under theſe: mraniſcitations of God's fa- 
vour.. And | 
2. In the general courſe of thy life 7 

1. When God wanifeſts his favour to thice, 

1. Doft thou carefully vclcome and hoard 
upthe evidences of his love? Our Friends t0- 
£205 0f love we lay. upamonsg our chief Trea- 
iorcs ; -fealed INeeds are boxed vp, that they 
may not be broken; we highly vaiue the lealt 
cxpreiion Gt our Friends love, yea, we value 
O17 telves according to our Friends reſyets to 
us, Cot 9. 1G, Ther was Tin his cyes as one that 


- *4*1.7 
4 1d 


i - 


2 Tim.4.8, 


P(1.15.11, 
I7.15. 
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found favour. Is it thus with thy ſoul? Doſt 
thou prize God's loving kindneſs above life it 
felf? Pſal.63.3. 

2. Art thou truly afraid of loſing God's 
favour ? Doſt charge thine own heart and o- 
thers, that they ſtir not up, nor awake thy Be. 
loved, as the Cart.2.7. Doſt thou feel workings 
of heart, as Ezra, chap. g.8, 14. after fayour 
and grace received ? Doſt thou maintain thy 
ſpiritual watch? Doſt thou act an holy jea- 
louſte of thy ſelf andeſtate, leſt the Lord with- 
draw ? 

3. Doſt thou draw out, and make ſpiritual 
uſe'of the ſenſe of God's-favour, to thy own 
good, for others advantage? How doth God 
help thee to recollet experience, and ſay as 
David, Pal. 42.6. O my God, my ſoul is caſt 
down within me, therefore will I remember thee 
from the land of Fordan, from the hill of Miſſar, 
&c. #7. e. I will recolle&t experiences of. thy 


goodneſsand favours for mercy, 1o for others; 


Pjal. 66. 16. Come all ye that fear God, and [ 
will tell you what he hath done for my ſoul. 

4. Do not thele fayours make thy ſoul long 
for fayours in God's immediate preſence in Hea- 
ven, where thon ſhalt be above danger of of- 
fending him, or of loſing his preſenceZ.Doth 
not thy foul long for, and love Chriſt's ap- 
pearing? O when ſhall my ſoul be with God ; 
How long ſhall I dwell in Meſhech, and ſojourn 
in the Tents of Kedar, when ſhall I be 1n his 
preſence, where there is fulneſs of joys, when 
ſhall I be fatisfied with his likeneſs ? Oh thoſe 
joys, thoſe comforts, that light of the King's 

6 COUntenance 
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countenance wherein is life, true life, laſting 
life, if God's fayour be ſo ſweet, here only in 
refleftion, oh what will be the full viſion of God 
in Glory ? when I ſhall ſee his bleſſed beautiful 


face, not only through a Glaſs darkly, but , 
face to face, and know as alſo I am known. 12, ' 


Oh bleſſed day! oh welcome day ! when ſhall 
that day dawn ? when ſhall my ſoul take her 
flight above yonder Sun; Moon andStars, into 
my Saviour's preſence, where there will be no 
need of then, neither of the Moon to ſhine in 
it, for the Glory of God doth lighten that 
City, andthe Lamb is the Light thereof. Oh, 
bleſſed day, oh happy ſtate, oh ſecure and 


; ſweet place! 


Rev.21,23. 


2, What is thy behaviour God-wards in the 


general courſe of thy life? for if God have a 
favour to thee, it is evident by thy. duty to- 
wards God,both in the frame of thy ſpirit, and 
in thy converſation, for this is a rule, you may 
diſcern the workings of God's heart towards 
you by the motions -of your hearts towards 
God. Well then, let me ask thee theſe que- 
ſtions, I can but briefly propound them, and 
leavethem to your meditations. 

1. Art thou afraid of doing any thing that 
ray provoke the Lord ? yea, thou therefore 
hateſt all ſin becauſe it is offenſive to God, and 
ſayit, How ſhall I do this wickedneſs, and fin a- 
gainſt God? Away with occalions of fin, God 
forbid I ſhould. ever meddle with fin again, not 
becauſe it 1s deſtructive to me; but offenſive to 
God, nor only as proyoking God's wrath, but 
as 


Gen. 39.9, 


Hol.2-5, 


AQtsS 11, 
23s 
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Gal.i,10, 


Act.24.15, 
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as grieving his ſpirit. 
Lord and his goodnels. 
2. Doſt thou dayly walk in all ways of well- 
plealing to :God, keeping cloſe to his com- 
mands , yielding to the motions -or his 
bleſſed ſpirit, reſolving upon new obedience, 
with ful] parpoſe of heart-cleaving to the Lord. 


- Is it not thy main care and prayer that tiou 
pleating ? 


maylt walk wortny of him to a! 
Thoa doſt not matter for plcating of men, fo 
thou mM ayit approve thy heart to God herein, 
exerciing tliy tcl to have a conſcience void of 
offence towards God and man. 

3. Doſt thou make itthy work toettend up: 
on ham where lie 1s wont Ay diltribute 
vours, eſpecially it: al Piblick Ordinances, hear- 
ing the VVora, | Taycr, thc Seals of the Cone 
nant ? Doſt thou make it thy bulineſs to enjoy 
God? Thon art giicyved when thou miileſt an 
opportunity 01 enjoying God, yea, thou Trha- 
to {cck and lee 
God > .2ce 3 Fjcl.2 No * 4,0, JJ» 

IS wot Lay iQul troubled whcn God with- 
ro. rromthee the cienic of his favour? When 
LON at Provo my and ne £9etn, dotil 
a=t thon not fick of ! love? 
how (ig my mou £272 1t 2 40:7 tron carry as Eſii, 
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((ra1 Mk, and ryic 1 2, 2nd n——_ away ? or doſt 
lou Iay. it aceply tO NCAcT, Tat. _ faint, 
and art filled with ang; ih 2nd pain, caſt reſt 
no v; _ , Lil! Gods ta \ Our be : Crained . This 
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God favours? dolt thou not highly prize, and 

dearly love the Saints that are excellent in the paal.rs, z. 
carth, in whom 1s all thy delight ? doſt thou 

not honour them that fear the Lord? Thou 

couldſt indeed put theſe in thy boſom, not be- 

cauſe they are outwardly lovely by reaſon of 

external accompliſhments, or becaule they are , John 3 
of thy judgment, but becauſe the Image of God 1,114. © 
is upon them, Grace 1s in their hearts, there- 
forethey are lovely in thine eyes. 

'6. Doſt thou feel the body of ſin within thee 
thy greateſt burden? Where are thy groans 
under it, thy griefs for it? art thou weary 
withit, ſtriving againſt it ? doſt thou. cry out 
dayly with Pal, Who ſhall deliver me? Art 
thou ſtill caſting off every weight, and this ſin 
that ſo eaſily beſets thee ? art thou {till purify- Heb. 12. 1 - 
ing thy ſelf as he is pure ? doſt thou look at ho. * John 3:3: 
lineſs as thy great happineſs ? what care doſt 
thou take to promote ſanCtification ? 

7. Doſt thon love God, though thou know , pe. 1.8. 
not whether he love thee or no? doſt thou be- 
levein him, though thou feel him not by ſenſe 
and experienge? nay, doſt thon follow him as yac.14.22. 
the poor woman, though he ſeem to flee from 
thee? yea, and more doft thou run to, him, gy ;,.;. 
though he ſeem ta, fight with thee? Have him : 
thou muſt, thou canſt not be pur oft with re- pq, 63. 8. 
pulics, thy ſoul followeth hard after him, and 


Ro.7.24., 


h11sright hand upholds thee therein. This love to 
God is an evidence that God loves thee : 1 Cor. 


Is Jo 


CHAP. 


Mat, ſed, Fs 
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CH AP. XI. 


4 [JS* 15 of Inſtruction, and Exhortation, 
wherein 1 ſhall preſs ſome things upon 
twoſorts : 


6 { 


1. To poor graceleſs Sinners that are out of 
God's favour, haveno title to it, ſhall have no 
everlaſting benefit by it, but wear out a few 
days under the common fruits of general boun. 
ty, conſider 

1. Methinks God's common fayours ſhould 
engage your hearts to look after ſpecial love, 
if God be ſo good to the worlt, ſurely he will 
be much better to the good, if he give ſuch 
large crumbs to Dogs, he hath better portions 
for Children. Doth he make his Sun to ſhine 
upon juſt and unjuſt promiſcuouſly ? ſurely 
there is a brighter Sun of his Love ſhines on 
them that fear him. If Heathens have rain 


I. Sinners. 
2. Saints. 


from Heaven, and fruitful ſeaſons, if he fill 


their hearts with food and gladneſs, then he 
will drop down ſoul-refreſhing influences into 
the hearts of his dear people, and much more 
refreſh their hearts with diſtinguiſhing Jove, 
and can you content your ſelves with the for- 
mer when better may be had ? Can yon be con- 
tent with Health, Wealth, Honours, outward 
Ccomforts, 
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Comforts, which the great ones of the world 

had as large a ſhare of as you deſire, yet are 

now in Hell? Nay, rather proteſt with brave 

Luther, that you will not be put off with theſe 

things. Alas, what will Gold and Silver, fair 

Houſes, coſtly Diet, great Attendance advan- 

tage you when your ſouls are ſitting upon your 

lips, and your Heart-ſtrings are breaking, and ' 

you are ſummoned by death to appear 1n ano- 

ther world before the great Judge ? Will theſe 

things procure you favour inthat Court ? will 

the God of Heaven favour you for beinga per-. 

ſon of Quality, or of Honour ? No, no, you 

muſt be ſtripped of all theſe things, Sirs, and 

God will not reſpeCt the perſons of men in that 

day, the things of this life will neither fatisfie, 

ſanQifie, nor ſave. Oh think of thoſe rhar 

with Naphtals have been ſatisfied with favour, 

and full of the outward bleſlings of the Lord, 

how they haveleft all, and that in the midſt of Deur.[33- 
their Heaven, and like fools haye gone down to 23: . 
Hell. Alas, Sirs, the things of this/worldare CR 
neither ſuitable nor durable, it is only the fa- ports * 
your of God that will ſtand you in ſteed in ano- 21.zr. 
ther world, and indeed that is only good for the 

life to come. Now in God's fayour there's e- Joh. 143+ 
ternal life, this is life eternal thus to- know Rev. 22. 2. 
God, this isthetree of life, the bread of life, 

living waters : nay this favour of God will Matt.2-2- 
{weeten and ſeafon all outward favours, without 

which they will not be bleſlings, but accurſed. Hob 1jahs 
Oh, that by theſe cords of loye you might be 

drawn to God! Oh think, is not God, Chriſt, 

his Spirit, pardon, peace of conſcience, Heaven, 
infinitely 


Pial.4.5. 


Ac.17.11, 


L213] 
infinitely better than Corn, Cattel, Meat, 
loaths, Friends? Doth not God ſhame Re- 


\. bels with multitudes of common fayours ? Oh 


at I might be one of his Friends, that mer- 
$ might melt my heart, let me have ſuch fa- 
our with God, that I may be owned 1n the 
great day. 


2. Conſider the wiſeſt and holyeſt men on 
earth adviſe you to it, and take this courſe 
themſelves, they* counſel you to nothing but 
what they do themſelves, Enoch, Noah, Abra- 
ham, Iſaac, Facob, Foſeph, Mojes, Foſnua, Sa- 
muel, David, all the holy Patriarchs, Prophets, 
Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, Martyrs, Confeſlors, all 
that Cloud of Witnefles, that Army of gra- 
cious fouls that are now triumphing in Glory, 
made th1s choice, and they have ſped well, they 
{corned the favour of men, incompariſon of 
God's, and God hath becn'found of them, they 
now enjoy the light of his countenance, and 
dwell in his preſence. Oh, Sirs, follow 'you 
them who through faith and patience do inherit 
the promiſes. ' Did David repent of his choice 
tor preferring the Light of God's Countenance 
to mens Corn, and Wine, and Oyl ? Were not 
the Bereans more noble than'others for wel- 
coming tie Word ? will not high-born Spirits 
aſpire after great things ? and ſhould riot you ? 
do not all the Saints in Heaven ſpeak this lan- 
guage joyntly, follow us? wonld they not all 
conipire in this exhortation, On ſeek God's 
face and favonr ? would not damacd fouls in 


| Hell, if ſenfito men on carth, urge this pour, 
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being from their woful experience, oh, ſeek 
God's fayour, or ypu ſhall be for ever baniſhed 
from it as we aref all God's Miniſters, your 
godly Neighbours, gracious Relations, all dy- 
ing perſons, whole eyes are at lalt opened, will 


give you this counſel unanimoully, if you love 


your ſouls get into the favour of God. We 
poor Miniſters make it our work to ſtudy, 
preach, travel to you, travel over you, pray 
for you, and what's all this for, but to per- 


ſwade you to be reconciled to God, if it were 2Cor.s.29: 


poſſible to bring you into the favour of God ? 
Oh that we could accompliſh this end, we 
ſhould be ſufficiently rewarded ; what would 
we giveto win your hearts to God? what joy 


would be to the Friends of the Bridegroom, Joh. ;.29. 


if the Match might be concluded, and your 
ſouls marryed to Chriſt? We ſhould think all 
our labour well beltowed ; nay, if we by our 
death could be inſtruments to bring you into 
God's favour: but what ſpeak I of our death, 
Chriſt died to accompliſh it, this coſt blood, 
yea, the Blood of God. Oh, ſouls, ſhall no- 
thing prevail with you, ſhall neither the exam- 
ples of the beſt men, nor the prayers, tears, 
entreaties, perſwaſions of your Miniſters or 
beſt Friends; nor the Bloog of Chriſt, or the 
Blood of your own immortal ſouls prevail with 
you to look after God's favour ? What then 
thall we ſay ? we have delivered our meflage, 
if you be careleſs, your Blood be upon your 
own head. | | 


[ 3. Conſider _ 


- World are to obtain the fayour of men. 
men will entreat favour of the Prince, and e- | 


Pro. 25-16, 
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3+ Conſider how intent the'-men of the 
Many 


very man is a friend to him that giveth gifts, 


Prov. 19. 6. What running , - what making | 
friends, baſe compliance, and crouching to the | 
humours of Superiours, to obtain their fayout? | 
If the poor Tenant be out of favour with his | 


rich Landlord, what means doth he uſe to ob. 
tain it? and is the favour of the God of Hea- 
ven of no valne with you, that can make Hea- 
ven and earth to tremble when once he 15 an- 
gry ? that God that can frown you into Hell, 
and deſtroy you with a rebuke of his counte- 
nance. - 


Alas, Sirs , who would live out of his 
favour one hour? How dareſt\ thou eat and 
drink, and talk, and walk), and ſleep, 


when thou art out of the favour of God!} 


How knoweſt thou but God's wrath may wat 
hot againſt thee, and thouperiſh from the way! 
How canſt thou tell that thoy fhalt be another 
night out 'of Hell? if God be thine enemy, 
and angry at thee, he hath hourly advantage a 
gainſt thee : you will ſay, God forbid, I hope 
] am in God's favour. 1 anſwer, I wiſh it be 
ſo, but thou waſt not born ſo, thou art by na 


.2. ture a child of wrathas wellas others, andthe 


wrath of God abides {till uport thee, unleſs ta- 
ken off by Jeſus Chriſt,and thou haſt no intereſt 
in Chriſt without faith, and thou haſtno faith 
by nature, nor canfſt thou work it in thine own 
heart, 
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heart, and if faith be there, all other ſaving 
Graces are radically there. And art thou in- 
deed born again, art thon tranſlated from death 
to:life? Halt thou paſſed through the pangs of 
thenew new Birth ? all men have not faith, e- 
very ſoul is not new born, the work 1s great, 
life and death lies upon it,” the heart 1s decelt- 
ful, moſt menare miltaken in this weighty caſe. 
Will the worldly wiſe be at uncertainties about 
their eſtates; have they mot a mind to make all 
as ſure as they can ? And do not mens practices 
proyoke or condemn thee ? ſuppoſe the men of 
the world obtain their ends, what 1s a Princes 


d 2 / - ot D..2 5: 7 gin - 
fayour to God's? Put not your-#ruft in Princes — py þ 46; 


bleſſed is the man that hath the God of Facob for his 3 
help. What if the baſe man-pleaſing flatterer 
get a little popular air, how ſoon may men's 
Hoſannas be turn'd into Crucifie him 7 At what ' 
rates would the enamoured Lover purchaſe the 
favour of his Miſtreſs, and when obtained, it 
may be, purchaſe nothing but ſorrow ? Oh, 
ſhame with your ſelves that you take nomore 


Pains to. obtain the favour of God, and now 


from henceforth let the Kingdom of Heaven 
ſuffer violence, -and ſeek for that honour: that 
cometh from God only, the matter 1s of infinite 
concernment, even as much as your ſouls are 
worth to all eternity. 


4. There is yet a poſſibility of obtaining 
God's favour. Poor ſinner, thou art yet a- 
live, out of Hell, thouſands that were alive as 


thou art are paſt hope, they ſhall never have 
: L 2 Oilers 


»455o 


Jude 6, 


Luke 2. 14. Þ:g92:ſt, on earth peace, good will towards men, It | 
Proy, 8. 4,15 to you, oh men, that wiſdom calls, and her ' 
voice is to the ſons of men, It 1s you that are | 
alive, this day to whom the word of this Sal. | 
. 4:110n 1s ſent, yet there 1s hope,, yet ( for | 
ought we know | the door 1s open, we are | 
{ent to Jiving perſons, the living, the living | 
may praiſe the Lord, yet the ſpirit of Godis | 
itriving with you, yet God holds forth the | 


ſ 115] 


offers of grace more, no terms of accoinmo. 


dation fhall ever be propounded to thenf, but | 


are baniſhed for ever from the preſence of the 


Lord, without hopes of ever ſeeing his face | 


with comfort; this, may be, mult be thy caſe 
ſhortly, if thou obtain not God's fayour here. 
The Devils never had an offer of God's Fayour, 
but thoſe high Favourites in the Court of Hea- 
ven, upon the firſt tranſgreſſion were caſt head- 
long into everlaſting Chains under darkneſs, 
reſerved unto the Judgment of the Jaſt day; 
but thou haſt heard the glad tidings of Salvation 
by ſus Chriſt the Saviour. of the world, the 
good news CONGErns MEN, Glory to God un the 


golden Scepter, now is the accepted time, now 
is the day of Salvation, he hath limited it to a 
day, this day of life, in vain ſhall you ſue for 
favour when lite is gone, the fooliſh Virgins 
may 1tand long aft the door, and knock, and 
cry Lord, Lord, open tous. - When the door is 
ſnout, when the gulf is fixed, whea death hath 
done its office, thentie» 2's no hopes, no help, 
tne ditdale will be 1nc:irable, your ſtate miſer- 
able, your ſouls eternaiy undone, wo, wo to 
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-0u that ever you were born, -if you wonld 
j 3 


give ten. thouſand pounds, yea, the whole 
world C if it were yours to give) alas, it were 
in, all your roarings, yellings, tortures 
ve God's heart to favour you, you 
for \ever jeparate from the preſence, 
and from the Glory of his Power, into endleſs, 
calelels, remedilels torments, where the God 
of Mercy will never caſt a propitions eye upon 
you more, hit as 1t were laugh at your cala. 
mity, and mock when your tear comes upon 
you, for the ſcene of grace will be oyer, and 

juſtice now will at its part againſt rebelliors 
nd impenitent wretches tor dver more. You 
will ſay, bat is there any hopes ? I fear I have 
ſinned away the day of Brace, and tne motions 
of God's {pirit, wo19Me ! 


Auf. Neither” thou, nor I, nor any creature 
breathing canfcil that, ſtill God 1s holding thy 
ſon] in life, who knows but he may crown thee 
alſo with lo ing kindneſs and tender mercy, It 
may be God hath nas res for that cnd thus 
long, who knoweth but he wilLreturn and leave 
a blefling behind him? 
vites could thus 2rene, having no wromds of 
encourazement,, who can tellif God will turn 
away his fic rceanzer. This! is zr2und {ufficien 
for a venture, it may be ye ſail | be hidl in the 
day of tne Lord S anger, or rat! 1cr, it may he 
he may turn away his, anger, and be reconciled 
20 401, and bs favourable to your ſouls Yea, 
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2. Iſrael concerning 
; Tpcrais, forſake not thine on mMerci2s,. con {oſs 
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and believing in Chriſt, you ſhall certainly 
be received into favour, there 1s no peradvens 


ture 1n 1t, ſuch as come to og te will in no 


awile cait out. If poor wicked jinners forſake 
nel way, and ungodly their thoughts, and 


tur! tot __ he wi 1 have mcrcy upon you, 
_ vill ahinantly hh iree grace {hall ; be 
naznityed, your ſouls (hail be accepted, your 
{15 {0.4 be pardoned, r od bath aid it t, and 


wiinerfrmir On, bchevendt Satan, and a 
| 6205 £37k an infallible word of the 
Ea ful Cl. -AY NOTas iome forlorn miſcreants 
[900 $0 repent, there is no hope, no, foe 
ap ration "_ and after thom will I go, 
IriS Van tO move me tO rig” I ice 
STN'4 Cale i Is . det j30r2 EY [ le under a curſe and 
131 Incls of heart, God Wil not pardon Me, t0 
nt muſt go, 1 mn igh t as well take my pleaſure 
tg and he damned for ſomethinz, forto 
the Devil [ 2m go INS. Oh, horrible dreadful 
fame! God torbicl that any ſhouiil ſay, there 
is no hone at this ratc ; na", Tere 15 O7C In 
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Prince's favour, they grow deſperate ; but a 
Proclamation of loving Reception, yea, a pro- 
miſe of preferment melts their hearts mto ſub- 
miſſion oh, that Goſpel offers” might have 
the like efticacy upon your hearts ! make a 
trial, put God to i, ſee whether he will be as 
good as his word; the report of his merciful 
nature merthinks ſhould make you ſay as Benha- 
dad's ſervantsBehold, now we have heard that the 
kins of Iſrackgs a merciful king, let us put ſack: yo. 
cloth upon our loins, and ropes upon our heads, and 
2o out to the king of Iſrael, peraduventure he will 
ſave our lives: the life of our precious ſouls. 
Nay, you have bctter aſſurance than they had, 
for the Lord our God is gracious and mercitul, 
and will not turn away his face from you, if 
ye return unto him: 2 Chron. 30. 7. You will 
fay I am very deſirous of God's favour; but: 
how ſhall I doto obtain it, what means muſt L 
uſe to get into the favour of God ? I anſwer, 
think not tha you can procure God's fayour, 
or purchale it with your endeavours , nor 
work your lelf into it by your dutics or obe- 
dience, hislove its free, yet he hath appointed 
ways for his poor creatures to uſe as means, 
which he {ets them upen in order to the obtaitt- 
ing aad cn;}oMng of this mercy, and they are 
ſuch as theſc brietly. 


1 Rin. 20; 


1. Serious Sell-refletion. -When God in- , 
tends good to afoul, he engageth ir- to look pp, 
into his own heart and ſtate to conlider his ; 4 ” 
rays, tocommune with his heart. There are © 


b- 4 10ur 


Gal.5.4, 


0) (BF TOES 


[ 120 ] 


four reflections 1 -entreat you to make upoy | 


ou {elves. 


ictence well reiolved upon Scripture grounds, 
evcry one doth not partake of this {pecial fa 
your of God, nor | by nature, for I ama 
child of wroch' as I come into this world, am 
I cha nged, is my ſoul converted ? what Iruits 
of (93 ipecal love can [| expericnce in my 
ſoul? oli, that 1 could prove my work, prove 
my ſtate whetner I be 1n Chriſt, and Chriſtin 
mz or no. { muſt-know off or on, uncertait- 
ties will not {rye my turn, -Ioth 1 am to be de 


ceived 1m amatter of fo grcat moment. 
2. \What if 1 be ofit of God's favour? oh | 


. Whether am I in God's fayour, yea or | 
no? oh i have necd$ to get tins cale of con-| 


fearful ſtate, wo is me, 1t had been bctter [| 
had never been born, I am as ſure to be dam. | 


ned, as God is true, if I live and die fo, and 
I may diethis might, I know not but I may be 
in Heil before morning, wo is me if 1 benot in 
Got s favour, I am a Pond-flave to Satan, an 
enemy t9 God, God- to me, then all the crea 
fires are my enemics, I am worſe than the 
Bcaits, comparatively happy were 1, if I could 
dic as a Dog or Horle, wo is me, my ionl 1s 
£0.28 1-0 eternity, and I knoF not wither, 
hut ceriain 1 am, I can never, be happy i 
£:21S, Or !:1 another world but by and in theta: 
vour of -cQd. 

3. Hoy came 1t to Paſs, that my foul loſt 
Gol Invoor? wot arc the grounds of the 
GATE. Whence came this Giitance and difte- 
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rence betwixt the great God, and my poor ſoul? - 
Adam was in fayour, but loſt it by ſinning a- 
gainſt God, in cating of the ſorbidden fruit, 
here was the controverſie firſt commenced, and 
| am guilty of that ſin, and have eycr ſince I 
was born followed that bad cxampic, walked 
inthe ſame ſteps, and ſo widened the difterence 


ſin is only the Make-bate between Cod and my Ifat. $9.2: 


foul, it is that abominablc thing that hides his 
face, provokeshis wrath, and will ſeparate my 
ſoul from God for eyer. Oh what a wretched 
Villain amlI by reaſon of ſin! oh that my ſoul 
could lay it deeply to heart, as that which hath 
done me {o much injury ! 

4. What can I do to make God amends? 
will prayers,!tears, labours, diligence in duties, 
reſolution of obedience, pacifie or pleaſe the 
Lord ? will ſufferings and forrow quench the 
fire of God's anger * Oh, no, there 1snocre- 
ated being whatſoever can makeup this breach : 
if 1 could perfettly keep the Law, and offend 
innotittle, in thought, word or deed, that will 
not do it - performing anew duty, is no paying 
an old debt, if 1 ſhould lie in Hell for ever, 
that endleſs puniſhment upon a finite creature 
will not ſatisfie infinite juſtice; and therefore 
its endlets torments for the leaitoficnce, there. 
fore the utmoſt farthing-cannot be paid, wo is 
me, isthere no revedy? yes, the Goſpel pro- 
pounds ong, .and that is ;elus Chrilt, 


2. SOund-hearted faith 1n Chriſt, When 
everoÞoor finners are brought into God's fa- 
| RE; VYOur 


Rom.1o.1. 


Tar. $5.3, 


Rom. 1.15. 
Gal. 3.2. 
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vour, that is the next work God works by his 
ſpirit, v:z. to beget a Goſpel-faith, and this 
God doth 
1. Byengaging the poor ſinners toa Giligent 
attendance upon the word preached, for faith 
comes by hearing : as this is a great aad need- 
ful duty, fo it 1s a condition which God hath 
made promiſes too, Hear, and your ſouls ſhall 
live. Itis God's way and walk into which he 
brings that ſinner uſuatily whom he 1s pleaſed to 
touch, be ſure then thou viatch daily at his 
at thc-polts of his doors, turn 
not thy back upon God's appointment, attend 
the molt plain and picruing Miniſtry, it is the 
power ot God to ſalvation, who Knows! but 
God wy drop down his ſpirit in the hearing of 
faith? This is the method of iis G TACe, firſt 
to reconcile them to ihe Ordinances, and {o by 


them to himlcif, 
2. to make the poor 1oul nund tne word 
ſpoken, :.e 11ner was wot to Put oft triths 


as IMPCITINet, 01 inconſicerable , but now a 
CONviction 15 face wid, and rhe poor hearts be- 
Sg nailed tormut:, cannot but confeſs that God 


iS. 5% ord of truth. n, that art laſt 
you V.. '{ counder, _ take homea word of 


conyiction, EL you would n5t deipiſe pro- 
Paecy'o;, nor ann the ſpirict if God aim 
7 Jul g90\l, | IC Wiz ' Picice and prick, and break 
yuur. "heacts, and 1:2 you follicitous about 
fat. 2 ion, aw; ory cut, VVhat ſhail I do to be 
ſycd; foul concernmerts ſhall be a leading 
matter in your thoughts, and tlren you go 11 
ths Road to turther good. 3, Id 
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3. To open the eyes to ſee the farther na- 
ture of true juſtifying faith, that it isnot ſuch 
a dead heartleſs thing as 1t is ordinarily taken to 
he : and that faith that the ſoul imagined it had, 
is not the faith of God's elect, and that the 
ſoul hath not indeed a Goſpel-faith, never did 
favingly believe, yet mult neceſlarily haye that 
faith, or be damned for ever. This is that 
which the Scripture aſligns to be'one work of 
the ſpirit, Fel 16.8, 9. That the ſpirit ſhall 


convince the world of ſin: what fin 2 becauſe 


they believe not on me. Oh, Sirs, that you 
would ſtudy your, faithleſs ſtate ! Think with 
thy felF that faith that will bring me oft at the 
great day, muſt not be a faith of my own coin- 
ing, but God's ſtamping ;z and-alas, d1d-I ever 
ſeethe want of this! have I been convinced of 
the difliculty of bclieving and its neceſſity ? 
what a ſad thing will it be, if I go-to thegrave 
with a prefiunption, inſtead of a ſounf faith! 
I ſee, I fre I have been deluded with Satan's 
brat, rather than the genuine fruit of God's 
ſpirit, oh, what ſhall Ido for a grain of faving 
faith ? 

4. To enzavze the poor gui'ty ſinner to ſtrug- 
flo with his own heart in the work of beliey- 
1122, Oh, that I conid believe ! oh that my 
heart vere Enit to Coriſt! tain would I accept 
of Chritt, but I am beaten off, Saran and my 
own heart onnoſe It, 1 am like a_man fwim- 
Pig7 azoinlt the ftream, running vp the hill, I 
am juit laying hold, but beat off again: I cry 


ciitl 
a8 tho PCOC Man in the Goſpel, Lord, I velicve, yy. 9.24) 
1 ll Er 


help 


( 


L 128] 
help thu: my unb-lief : yet 1 will not leave my 
hold, guilt makes me look on God as a killing | 


fob 13.15* enemy; yet I will lay with Fob, Though he kil 


me, yet I willtraſt inhim. I have no whither 
elſe to go, no courſe elſe to take, Chriſt 1 
muſt have, or I am undone tor ever; Chriſt's 
perſon, as God and man, in the fruit of both 
eſtates, hamiliation and exaltaticn, in all his 
Offices, Prophet, Pricfſt, King, Chriſt's merit 
to ſatisfie, and {pirir to fanCtifie, I will quit al 
things for him, it !s the King's Son only that 
can bring my foul into favour with God : Prov, 
8. 35. Who fo findeth me findeth life, and 
ſhall obtain favour of the Lord. IF the Lord 
Jeſns were mine, ſaith the foul, I queition 
not but I ſhould obtain favour with God, his 
Blood 1s the atonement, he is the Propitiation 
for ſins, 1 muſt come to God by him, as the | 
true Ladder of- 7acob. Alas, what fſhail I do? | 
this heavy ioot of mine will not ftep npon this | 
Ladder, tins Palſcy Hand will not lay holdon 
' him, Lord, lift up my foot to come to Cirilt, | 
ſtrengthen my aauad to receive him. | 


I ſhall briefly touch the other means of en- 
joying God's vayour,. wich are, 

3- Scit-rel!gnation to God, Giye up your 
{elves to God in covenaat, nothing can pleaſe 
you but Got nimicin, nothing can Pleate God 
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bruits) and this ſhall be acceptable to God: 
Rom. 12. 1. If you yow your ſelves as a free- 
will offering to the Lord, he will graciouſly ac- 
cept of your dedication, and {mile upon you in 
Chriſt. Study his word, underſtand the terms 
of the Covenant, accept voluntarily of thoſe 
conditions, take his yoke upon you, put your 
necks under that caſie yoke, and look upon it 
as your eaſe and pleaſure, honour and orna- 
ment. Firſt, give up yourſelyes tothe Lord, ; c, 8.5, 
and then to his Miniſters by the will of God, c.9.13. 

then be ready to profeſs your ſubjection to the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, be ready to lag/I am the 
Lord's, call your ſelves by the name of Faceb, 
ſubſcribe with your hand to the Lord, and fir- 
name your ſelves by the name of 1ſ-ael, [{a:.4.4.5. 
Be ready to give any pledges and teſtimonies of 
your fidelity, in troth-plighting to be the 
Lord's. bored ſervants for ever, glve all the 
members of thy body, and faculties of thy ſoul 
to ſeck for wiſdom, receive his words, hide his 
commandments with thee, incline thy .car to 
wiſdom, apply thy heart to underſtanding, litt 
up thy voice, cry, ſeek as for ſilyer, then halt 
thou underſtand the fear of the Lord, and find 
the knowledge of God; for the Scripture 
faith, He that diligently ſeeketh God, procureth 
favour, Prov.11.27. 7.e. he that gives up him- 
ſelf to God in the way of his appointments, 
ſhall enjoy fayour in the eyes of God and men: 
Prov. 12.2. A good man obtaineth favour of the 
Lord, Make it thy buſineſs to walk with God, 
watch over thy heart, mortifie Juſts, exerciſe 
graces, 


Prov. 3. 1, 
2,324>'5» 


Yo 
[126] 


all the evil thou canſt, and ſee what the efe& 
will be: Prov. 14.3. Among the righteous there is 
faveur. Fayour towards God, favour in God 


Is perform duties, do all the good, avoid 


towards them : for thou Lord, wilt bleſs the | 
righteous, with fayour wilt thou compals him | 


as with a [hield. 


4. Earneſt prayer and ſupplication. Pſal. 


119. 59. 1 entreated thy favour with my whole | 


heart : it is worth ſeeking, his favour is worth | 


begging, oh plead hard for it, be not put off 
without it ; ſpeak ſuch language as this in thy 
heart. or lips. Lord, here I am a poor for: 


lorn wretch, a guilty ſmner; once the firſt | 


. man Adam in my nature was in thy fayour, as 
one of the Conrtiers of Heaven, he walked al 
the day of his innocency in the hghrof thy coun- 
terance z but alas, he fell, offended thy Ma. 
jeſty, proved a Traitor, loſt thy favour, and 
we in him, by breaking thy Laws, and now 
poor man, wretched mankind is baniſhed from 
the Palace of the Prince's preſence, into a dun- 
geon of darkneſs, tolie and die inthe ſhades of 
{in, guilt, wrath and endleſs deſpair, and foto 
be thruſt intoeverlaſting torments, and if thou 
give memy due, thou mayſt juſtly baniſh me a- 
monegſt Devils and damned ſpirits for ever: 
bur, Lord, though I deſerve no favour, Jeſus 
Chriſt doth, he drunk of the Brook inthe way, 
he made a paſlage to thy ſelf by anew and living 
way, the Sun of Righteouſneſs is riſen, hath 
baniſhed the Shades of gloomy darkneſs _ 
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FM 1 
by God's diſpleaſure, hath brought life and im- 
mortality to light, hath removed the frowns 
out of the. face of God, that poor ſinners may 
behold him in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, through 
the tender mercy of our- God, the Day-ſpring 


2 Cor, 4.6, 


from on high hathviſited us, to give light to Luke 1.78, 


them that ſir in dackneſs, and in the ſhadow of 
death, to guide our feet in the way of peace. 
Lord, ſmile upon this poor ſinaer through thy 
Son, oh, for one bzam of the Sun of Righte- 
ouſnels! Lord, that my ſoul may be accepted 
inthe Beloved, calt oneeye of pity upon a poor 
ſinner, let thy bowels of compallion earn to- 
wards thy creature in miſery, and expreſs to 
me ſome fruits of thy grace, make me loyely 
and amiable in thy ſight, put thy comlineſs up- 
on me, and then take delight in/me as thy chHd. 
and though thou canſt ſee nothing in me wor- 
thy acceptance, yet when thou halt adorned me 


with thine Image and Graces, thou wilt have 


a favour to the works of thy hands, thou haſt 
a love, not only of pity, but of complacency 
to ſoine of thy creatures, and why not tome # 
Sun of Righteonſneſs, ſhine upon mie, Lord, 
ſpeak comfortably to thy ſervant, many are a 
terrour to me, Satan affrights me, the world 


{ 9s 


= 


hates me, my conſcience condemns me, but be Jer.17.17, 


not thon a terrour to me, thou art my hope in 
the day of evil, Lord, lainnot fit to come'into 
thy preſence, for I am both filthy and guilty, 
yet have mercy upon me according to thy lo- 
ving-kindneſs, according to the -multitude of 
thy tender mercies, flot out my KEY 

ca 


Pſal,51,1s, 
II, 


| 


L22$) | 

caſt my ſins behind thy back, but caſt not me | 
away from thy preſence, for thy ſervant David's | 
Plal.132, Jake ( or for the Son of David's ſake) turn not | 


Io. away the face of thy anointed, he is thy beloy.} |, 


Matt. 3. 17» ed Son in whom thou art well pleaſed, be well 

Pl4.195.4* pleaſed with me through him, oh, favour me 
with the favour of thy people, viſit me with 
thy ſalvation, look upon me, and be merciful 
unto me as thou uſeſt to do unto thoſe that fear 
thy name. Pſal. 1 19- 132. 


CHAT ATITEL | 


He ſecond ſort of perſons whom this 

L Doftrine inſtrutts are Saints, God's own 
People, - the ſincere Profeſlors of Religion, 
that have a covenant-title to, and intereſt in 
the favour of God, which indeed is the ſouls 
life. Now concerning theſz, there are Chriſti. | 
ans-of two forts, or ſizes, or Saints under a | 
double capacity, for ſome 


1. Want Lads 
2. Enjoy the ſenſe of it. | 
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1: Thoſe that want God's favour, at leaſt 
the ſenſe of it, for as Davenant diſtinguiſh- 
eth of a favour of God, which he calls [ YV:- 
culum aterne benevolentia ] a bond of eternal love 
and good will. This depends upon the electing 
Grace of God : this bond is indiſloluble, can- 
not be loſt, for whom he loves once, he loves 
tothe end. Butthere is alſo [ Amor amicitie } 
which is the ſenſe, uſe, comfort of this loye 
and good will, this love of intimate friend(hip, 
intercourſe, familiarity, this may be loſk, and 
often is wanting, which hath made good ſouls 
cry out, as though God had forſakenthem, hid 
his face, dealt with them as if he were their 
enemy, or had caſt them off for ever. 

Here I ſhall endeavour to anſwer unto... 


| 1. ObjeCtions. 
A Souls 7 Caſes of Conſcience. 


1: Objections are ſuch as theſe, 

1. Obj. Can I bein God's favour that am {6 
unworthy of it? none ſo unfit. 

Anſw. 1. There is a twofold fayour of God. 

1. Of benevolence or beneficene, a love of 
good will, by which he makes worthy. 

2. A love of complacency and delight, 
whereby he owns, accepts, entertains into his 
boſome, and embraces the ſoul that is ſo made 
worthy by ſanctifying Grace. All the world is 
nnworthy of God's favour by nature: Rom. 3. 
10. Therc is none righteous, no, not one. Nordoth 
God ſet his loye upon eay tor any worthineſs 

K. - In 
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inthem, but becauſe he will love them, he! 


draws arguments out of his own. boſom to do 
them good; but then when he hath by his 
Grace renewed their: hearts by his {pirit, then 
he accountstnem worthy im a Goſpel ſenſe, and 
{o fayours them, that hey ſhall walk with him in 
white, for they are worthy : Rev.3.4. - 

2. None are by the Lord judged ſo worthy 
of ſpecial favours, as thoſe that judge rhem- 
ſelves molt unworthy. Who had more 0 
God's ſpecial favour than Abraham, that i; 


called the friend of God, yet he accounts hin. - 


ſelf duſt and aſhes ? Facob had ſingular reſpet 
from God, in vitions of God, - in anſwers d 
>7afers, yct looks on himſelf as leſs than the 
I-a't of God's mercies. SO David, Paul that 
judzed themſelves as Beaits, leſs than all Saints 
greateſt of ſinners, yet wno had more revelati- 
ons and manifeſtations of God's favour ? Look 
through the Bible, and you ſhall find that Gods, 
favour deſcends'{till into Valley-grounds,. and 
he honours them moſt that henour themſelves 
lealt. See Pſal. 25.14. Matth.8.8,10. Luk.7.69 
14-10.11-Jam. 4.0, 


>, Obj. But I am a filthy, polluted, finfu 
wretch, a fardel of vanity and wickednels:; 
car. God have any favour for for ſuch a one $ 
I am? 

Auſ. 1. You muſt diſtinguiſh betwixt God! 
having reſpect to fin, and having reſpect to 
fouls in whom fin 1s; it1s true, the righteous 
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yea, he abhorreth the wicked, he is'of purer 
eyes than to behold theevil, yet if God ſhauld 
not loye where corruption is, he ſhould have 
no objects of fayour among, the children of 
men. He can diſtinguiſh (though men cannor, 
or will not ) betwixt ſinners and ſinners, Pent- 
tent and impenitent, he knows and owns his 
own Image, though he hates and rejects Satan s, 
he hath a favour to his children, though all dirt, 
he reſpeds his jewels in the mire, Chriſt's 
Spouſe is at the ſame time both black and come- 
ly : conſider the poor ſoul ſooted with the re- 
licks of fin, oh how ugly isit ? but look on the 
beginnings of Grace in ſincerity, oh how 
delireable' ! Sin repented of ;- aud abhorred 
ſhall not hinder God's favour. Nay, 

2, God hath greateſt favour for that ſon] 
that halt leaſt favour for himſelf, he had moſt 
reſpect to penitent -Fob, that abhors himſelf in 
duſt and aſhes: a ſelf-loathing ſoul is a God- 
reſpected ſoul: Exzek. 16.63. God is moſt pa- 
cited, when the Chriſtian's face is moſt aſhamed, 
this ſelf-confuſion is both afruit and evidence of 
God's favour. See Ezek, 20. 4.1. 43—36. 25— 
31. When thouhaſt leaſt charity for thy lelf, 
God hath moſt for thee z when thouart moit 
vile in thine owneyes, thouart molt fair in his: 
this 1s no ſinall myſtery, Grace vilifiesa man to 
himſelf, magnifies him to God ; at the fame 
time when a man thinks himſelt the worlt of 
men, God owns him as the beſt of men, and 


co 7 yet neither miſſeth, nor miſtakethin judging, 


21ty: -\ for the ſouls eyes being open, he knows he 1s 
| K 2 worie 


YE, 


(132 ] 
worſe than any, and God who ſearcheth hearts 
knows that by him, which he'can ſcarce diſcern 


m himſelf, and through diſcouragement with | 


His corrupt heart will not believe 1s in him, f 
He' that ſhall humble himſelf; ſhall be exalted : 
Matth.23.12. | 


3. 0bj. How can T have God's fayour that 
feel it not, cannot experience it, know 1t not, 
believe it not ? ſurely, it is not poſlible a ſoul 
ſhould be in God's' favour, and not know it? 

Azſw. 1. Yon muſt diſtinguiſh betwixt God 
favour to a ſoul, and the ſenſe of it in the ſoul, 
David complains of broken bones, of God' 
hiding his face, withdrawing himſelf, ſo doth 
Fob, Herman, yea, our Saviour. Divines di- 
ſtinguiſh berwixr ſalvation, and the joy of this 
falvation: Pſul.51. 12. Reſtore unto me the joyd 
thy ſalvarion, the having of grace, and the feel: 
ing of grace are different things, a man in a 
{woon hath life, but is not ſenſible of it in ſome 
caſes, God doth ſometimes for wiſe ends {u- 


ſpend 'the manifeſtation of his favour from a . 


gracious ſoul, as a Father will .do from his 
Child, and as Fofeph did from his Brethren, 


2, This variety of ſoul-caſes doth rathere- | 


vidence God's iavyour to it, than the contrary, 
Jick fits are incident only-to men alive, they 
have child like difpoſitions that underſtand the 
1atureof God's withdrawings, it was a Datid 
that could fay, Thou d:dſt hide thy face, and I 
was troubled, true love 1s accompanied with 
, many jealouiies, cbbings and flowings are-the 
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companions of ſea-faring men, up-hill and down 
is the Road to Heaven. Think not ro be dand- 
led always in God's Arms, or laid in his bo- 
ſom, remember you are on earth, not in Hea- 
ven, your Sun may/beoften under a cloud, your 
mouths muſt not be always filled with dainties, 
it is natural for God's children in ſome caſes to 
queſtion God's love, gracelefs preſumers will 
hardly be brought to queſtion God's fayour, are 
ordinarily in one uniform ſettled itate, but go 
on dreaming 1n fools paradiſe; and when they 
queſtion it, they ſilence clamorous conſcience 
with worldly Salvos , or phantaſtick Delu- 
lions, 


4. Obj. But alas, how can I think that 'God 
favours me, when I cannot love him ? 'Is not 
God's love ſeconded with oac love to him ? 
azthe genuine reflection. of thole lovely rays , 
l Zobn 4-19. 

Anſw. 1. You muſt diſtinguiſa betwixt the 
dire&t and the reflex atings-of grace, 1t 1s one 
thing to aCt Grace on God, another to know 
that this is indecd the genuine aCting of lincere 
grace, the. grace of love may be hid in the 
Coriſtian's heart as well as God's favour may 
be hid under a cloud : ipiritual life may be hid 
[Col. 3. 3. ] even from the Chriftian's own 
view, as weil as.from others difcovery, deſer- 
tions, £:mprarions 2nd corruptions may dai ken 
and dampa good iovls evidences of giace. 

2. But look again and rake in the aſhes, and 
ſee if thou canſt not find ſoine ſpark of _ 

N 2 ec 


Rom.e.c 
2 Pet. hi '8. did not quicken thee : what 1s not God's loye 


ſhed abroad in thy heart ? canſt thou not love 
him, though abſent? though wnſeen ? But 
I ſhall wave this, as having ſpoken'to it be. 
fore. 
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feel thy? pulſe again, and fect it ſteddily; and 


ſee if it - beat not fl incerely, thongh faintly, 
thou wouldſt lie {till as a ſtone, if the cords of 
love did not draw thee, thou wouldſt be ag 
dead as a carcaſe if the Sun of God's favour 


Other Objeftions might be mentioned (a 
© indeed there js no end of a jealous ſonls que: 
rulous complaints, when Satan raiſeth hard 
thoughtsof God in us) as this, if God hath x 
f:vour for me, why doth he not take off this 
affliction, or beſtow upon ime this or that good 
which Lwant, [ anſwer, becauſe he hath a fx 
your t9 thee, God may deny a mercy to ſome 


in tayour, and give ame:cy to others in wrath, | 


a.i1£0N is to Saints adopted to be a covenant- 
mercy, Pſ:/. 8g. 32. But God may give wicked 


men their own defire: Pſzl. 58. 29. and mingle 


that gift with wrath, verſe 31, The Father 
knows what is good for the child better than 
the child himſelf, and if he give in fayour, 
will give every good thing, Pſal. $4.11. A 
man in a Feayer would have ſtrong drink, 
which will increaſe his Diſcaſe, but his keeper 
is wiſe: God is a faithful keeper, a mercifu! 
preſerver ; It is a fayour that God will rather 
diy than gratiie ovr fond defjres in ſome 
Ln:ngs, he often dorh us good againit our will 
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Oh but ſaith the ſoul, if God. favour me, 
why doth 'he ſuffer me to be hurried with fach 
violent temptations and raging corruptions |! 
| anſwer, it 15 neither want of power. or -Jove 
in God towards his children, but for wiſe ends, 
even to make the poor fouls humble and ſelt- 
denying, to ſee a dayly need of recourſe to 
Chriſt, to maintain grace in lively exerciſe, to 
keep up ſpiritual warfare, make tne conqueſt 
more glorious, death more deſireable, and Hea- 
ven more welcome. 


2. Caſes of Conſcience are ſuch as theſe. 

1. Qu. Whether doth not faith conſiſt in 
the aſſurance of God's favour? I have heard 
tome ſay fo, and if fo, I have no faith. 

Anſiv. That is a miſtake : aſſurance of God's 
favour is not of the cſſence, but a bleſſed effect 
of faith; hence it is called the aſſurance of faith, 
Heb.10.22. Theremay bc ſincere faith without 
It, as many Scripture inſtances demonſtrate : 
Pſal. 22. 1.—S$8. 1. 14. Jſai. 50. 10. Sealing 
comes after believing; Eph. 1. 13. For faith 
conliſts inan aſſent of the mind to Goſpel-reve- 
lations, and aconſent of rhe will to take Chriſt 


upon his own terms, as he is held forth inthe 


Goſpel, 1 Tim.1.15. Job.1.2. 


2. 24. But how can a ſoul att faith on God, 
that wants aflurance of God's tayour, what 
ground hath he ſor faith ? 

Anrſw- Yes, he way att faith withont a par- 


ticular allurance: Job 13.15. Pſl.1%. 1. 5-—- 


N. 4 143+ 
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143-7. 3. So the woman of Canaan, Matth, 15, 
Becauſe the ground of faith is net 


2.2——25. 
providences, but promiſes, not ſenſe and feel- 


ing of God's ſpecial love at preſent, but' ſecret 


ſupport built upon revelation of God's power 
and willingneſs to ſave, and his gracious carri- 
age towards others, ſo that a poor ſoul knoy- 
ing his miſery and neceſſity, and underſtanding 
.God is mercy, and faithfulneſs, ventures it {cl 
enGod in the way of. belicving. 


3. 24. What may be the reaſon why the 
Lord ſometimes withdraws the ſenſe of his fa 
your from his children ? 

Anſws. God hath many wiſe and gracious 
ends in this diſpeniation. A $JIfu! Phyſician 
gives Vomits, Purges, to work oat bad humours, 
and to beget a more healrhful conſtitution of 


ſoul, God's Children oft grow wanton, and 


to provoke God to withdraw the ſenſe of his 
love and favour, and God inflicts this darkneſs 
as their puniſhment. This was David's cafe 
here, God puniſhed his: carnal confidence with 
his withdrawing, Pſal. 3c. 7. ſo Iſa. 57: 15, 
I might. mention many gracious eads that God 
hath 1n hiding kis face, for promoting the good 
of his children, az to awaken them out of 
drowimeſs and ſecurity, Cnr. 4.3.4. 

2. To humble their hearts, and preven 
pride, 2 C7, 12,5. 

3. Topreparcthem for comfort, 2. Cor. i. 5. 
in nature ©5004 works by contrarics, 10 in race 
he brings by hell to Heaven. 
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4. Weaning their hearts from the world, to 
which they they are too much addicted; P/al. 
119. 36, Letters and Love-tokehs are oft 1n- 
tercepted, that we might loveand long more 
for home. 

5. Raiſing | their hearts to a more high e- 
ſteem of God's favour , quickning their dili- 
gence in ſeeking him, promoting their care and 
endeavonr of holding him faſt : Cazr.3.1.5. 

6. That after theſe ſad ſhakings, their hearts 
may be more fully ſettled and eltabliſhed upon 
better grounds: 1 Per. 5. 10. 

7. To teach them to pity, pray for, and 
relieve others in that ſtate of deſertion : Heb. 
2» 17; 38, 


4. Qu. Or Caſe of Conſcience 1s, whether 
is aſſurance of God's favour poſlible to be at- 
tained, and how may we obtain it ? 

Anſw. This is a grave and large ſubject, I 
can but hint it, no queſtion but aſſurance of 
God's favour is attainable; and it 1s afault in 


thoſe that think it is preſumption to delire or 


ſeck for it. It is commanded, 2 Pet. 1. 10. It 
is promiſed, Ezeh. 2.4. 30. Foh. 14.21. It hath 
been performed, Rom. 8. 15, 16. 1 John 4+ 16» 
The way to obtain it is not peculiar to ſome, 
but common to all Believers in all ages; for it is 
done by a pra:tical ſyllogiſm, thus, He that ſin- 
cercly believes, repents,loves God,is in God's {a- 
your; > nt, faith the ſoul, Iſincerely belteve,repent, 
and love God, therefore I am in God's favour. 
The major is 2 Scripture aſſertion, therefore an 

| infallible 


[ 138] 
infallible truth : Foh.3.15. As 3. 19. 1 Folhn 3. 


14, 18. Themuinor 1s a Chriſtian's own ex- 
. Perience, the workings of grace in his heart : 
: 2 Cor. 3.15. Heb. 10.34. The conſequence is 
+ very clear upon theſe premiſes, make out theſe, 
and the concluſion will follow roundly, there- 
fore I amin 4 fayour and ſhall be ſaved. 


Qr. Why then do ſo few attain aſſurance of 
God s favour ? 

Aaſ. It is difticult thongh poſſible, and few 
will be at the pains to. uſe God's appointed 
means, or ſtay God's leiſure for obtaining of 
aſſurance, many arc ignorant, and know not 
how to ſet about ſelf-tryal, others nielancholy, 
and are not able to diſtinguiſh aright, or to 
make rational deduftions, many blur their e- 
vidences by inning, others have a defeCt of 
faith, or too niuch prevalency of unbelicf in 
their hearts, are ſurpriſed with {laviſh fears and 
jealouſtes, and are apt to think it is too good 
news to be true, others give way to the world 
which interpoleth between the Sun of God's 
favour and their ſouls; Sata buffets others with 
{ad temptations, and God leaves others under 
deſertion for gracious ends, For we wuſt ( with 
moſt Divines) diſtinzniſh betwixt a Chriſtian's 
curſive aitlurance of God's favour, which is up- 
on a diſcovery of gracious habits in the ſoul and 
a:tings of Grace, and that which is intuitive, 
7.c. that ſlows from the more immediate. ſht- 
nings of God's face, or ſealings of his ſpirit, 
wherein God as a free Agent youchſafes or fu- 
ſpends 
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ſuſpends theſe tokens of love, as he ſees good, 
and though that be atruth that God muſt ſhine 
upon the graces of his ſpirit in our hearts, or 
we cannot have aſlurance of his favour, yet u- 
ſually the reaſon of our want of aſſurance is our 
own negligence, not uſing, or careleſs uſing 
the means for attaining thereof. If you ask me 
what. are the ordinary means that a Chriſtian 
muſt uſe for obtaining aſſurance of God's fa- 
your, I ſhall bnt hint art four, 

1. Diligent attendance upon God's Ordi- 


nances, and look up to God in all his appoint- 


ments, as hearing the word, Pſzl. 89. 15. Sa- 
youry conference , Cart. 3.3. 1Theſſ. 15. 14. 
Earneſt prayer, Foh 16. 24. but uſe theſe con- 
ſcientiouſly and conſtantly, and you will ſee the 
ſweet effect. 

2. Solemn ſelf-examination, 1t may be there 
is ſomething amiſs in your hearts and lives, for 
which God withdraws, oh ſearch and find it 
out, mourn for it, get a pardon of it, and a 
through reconciliation, Fob 1 3. 23, 24. God 
loves to {inile upon humbled ſouls, Fam. 4. 6. 
18. 2 Cor.7.6: Iſai.5 7.15. 

3. Reflecting upon experience , Pſal. 77. 5. 
10.145. 4. 5.7 It becomes Chriſtians to keep a 


- Regiſter of God's dealings with their hearts, 


and when they are 1 the dark tolook it over, 
Pſzl. 85. $.and the rcaſon 1s, becauſe if ever | 
thon waſt in God's favorr, tiiou art fill in his 
favour: fee Fch. 13. 2, that 18 a'notable Text 
In Fez.31.3.. which ſome render thus, The Lozd 
Earh appearcd of old unto me :* {ay they { 7,0. it is 
true 
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true, God formerly made many gracious dif. | 
coveries of himſelt to our Anceltors, but now. 


he hideth himſelf, and hath forſaken us) yea, 


ſaith the Lord, I have loved thee with an ever. | 


laſting love, 9.4. itis notatranſeunt or tempo. 
rary favour, but from, and toall eternity, there- 
fore with loving kindneſs have I drawn thee. 
4. Walking in ways well-plealing to God, 
conformity of life and heart to God's will, a 
conſtant care to pleaſe God, and fear to offend 
him is both a mean and evidence of God's fa- 
vour, Pſal.30.13. Mat.4.2. Pſal.$5.9. It is im- 
poſlible you ſhould have a right aſſurance of 


God's favour, if you ſavour any ſin, yea, ler a - 


godly man yield to fin, and preſently the evi- 
dence of God's favour is loſt and withdrawn, 
for ſin ſeparates betwixt a people and their 
God, Iſai. 59.2. Theſe interpole as a thick 
miſt to hide his face from us, if your hearts 
grow {ecure, worldly, litting looſe from God, 
letting down watch, or remitting diligence in 
duty, preſently (if you be ſenſible) you will 
find God withdrawing the light of his counte- 
nance from your ſouls, for God will not mani- 
feſt himſelf to thoſe that make not conſcience 
of cloſe and holy walking. 

2. Something I ſhould ſay to thoſe that do 
enjoy the {ſweet Sun-ſhine of God's favous, and 
feel the ſenſe of it in their heart : I ſhall but 
brietly hint your duty. ; 

1. Be very thankful, prize and praiſ> Gol 
for cauſing his-candle to ſhine upon thy head, 
for all men haye not God's ſpecial fayour, thou 


hadſt 
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hadſt no right to it by nature, thoy did not de- 
ſerve it for any thing thou haſt done, thou haſt 
often forfeited it, many thouſands go out of 
God's bleſſings into the warm Sun, and willing- 
ly leave our Father's Table to feed upon Husks, 
moſt of the world beſides a few Saints are will- 
ingly put off with a few ſcraps of worldly en- 
joyments. LZnther calls the whole Turkiſh Em- 
pirebut a crum- caſt to Dogs. Oh, but this is 
the Childrens Bread, bleſs God, and ſay as Me- 
phibaſheth to David, Who, am I that theLord . 
ſhould look on ſuch a dead dog as'I am, what - 
ſhall I render to the Lord for this benefit, oh 
for a thankful heart, Lord, pardon my,baſe in- 
gratitude. Er 

2. Walk worthy of this favour, lay up ex- 
periences of God's favour, as ary laid up the 
Angels ſayings in her heart, or as Fricnds lay 
uptokens of love carefully, we uſe to preſerve 


deeds of moment locked: up, Seals boxed: up, * 


that they may not be broken - oh, look wellto 
evidences of God's love, they may-ſtand you 
in ſteed, as Thamar produced her pledges to 
Fadah, oh, but abuſe not God's fayour by ſin- 
ning, turn not his grace into wantoneſs, Ha- 
mins abuſe of David's kindneſs, yon know 
brought forth a War, and truly God often reck- 
ons it asa matter of controverſte againſt 1ſraet 
of 01d, theabuſe of his favour, ſee Fer.2-2:5.9. 
Mic.6.2.5. And indeed the abuſing of his love 
goes to his very heart, carry ſuitably, ſeeking 
to pleaſe,and afraid to offend him,charging your 
{elves and others that you beware of wterrupt- 


ig 
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ing your comfort, or diſturbing this.repoſe he 


hath in you, Cant.2.7. Obſerve you are in 
greateſt danger of falls immediately after the 
rccelt of {ſweeteſt tokens of favour, therefore 
be moſt watchful dayly to maintain holy jealouſie 
over your hearts that you ſin not, and to pro- 
| vokeGodto frowns, 

3. Improve God's favour for the good of 0. 
thers, produce experiments thereof, ſaying, 
Come all ye that fear God, and I will ſhew yas 
what he hath done for my ſoul, Pal. 66. 16. Speak 
, to your Children, Servants, Neighbours and 
_ Companions, and urge them to taſte and ſee 
how good the Lord is, recommend his ſervice 
from your own experience, tell them how 
{weet you have found the light of God's coun- 
tenance, how attainable. and amiable God's fa- 
vours 1s, and by what means. they may get a 
ſhare therein, but above all plead for this to all 
about you .a godly man being a long time ina 
a ſecret place 1n- prayer, when he came forth 
with an unuſual chearfulneſs, he told them that 
he had that day got mercy for himſelf and all 
his, which was accordingly true, for all his 
Children proved truly godly: and indeed this 
is a fit ſeaſon to pour out our ſelves before 
God for others mercy, as Abraham did, Oh that 
Jjhmael may live in toy ſteht. P- a ſoul that is 
in fayour with God can prevail much with him, 


yea, a Moſes intimate with God in the Mount 
may be a ſtrong inſtrument to ſtand in the gap 
and prevail with God for favour for the Church. 
Famous Mr, Welſh, that godly AIRS 
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roſe one night,* went into the Garden, his 
Wife following him, heard a voice feryently 
uttered with ſobs and tears, ſaying, O God, 
wilt thou not give me,Scotland ? welt thou not give 
me Scotland ? Afterwards he told her, 7 have 
endured a gred=fught for Scotland this night, and 
hardly could I get a remnant reſerved, yet he will 


» be gracious. This, this, is the ſeaſon in which 


you mult ply the Throne of Grace for fayour 


to others. And oh what a privilege is it to £#% fic tibs 


have our caſes upon the hearts of tuch as are/ 
thus Intimate with the Lord, as he ſaid when it 
ſhall be thus with thee, then remember me. 

4. Long and hope for Heaven, let the ſweet 
ſenſe and ſayour of God's love and favour here 
make your ſouls reſtleſs till you advance to the 
full and final fruition of it in Glory, let theſe 
taſtes make you long for a full draught ; let 
theſe rivers or ſtreams lead you to the ſpring, 
theſe beams bring you to the glorious Sun, in 
whoſe preſence is fulneſs of joy, and at whoſe 
right hand are pleaſures for evermore. In the 
morning of the Refurreftion when you awake 
you ſhall be ſatisfied with his Image, be content 
to go into your Father's Palace, you are in a 
corner of Heaven when you are ſolacing your 
ſouls in the divine embraces. Methinks it 
ſhould be irkſome to part with ſo bleſſed and 
beautiful an object, and come dozvn again in- 
to this loneſome dungeon of the; world, how- 
ever be looking for, and haſtingto this coming 
of our dear Lord, and truſt him tillthen, and 
believe that he will preſerve you to his _ 
| | venly 
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Some of God's ſervants haye 


venly Kingdom. 
breathed their laſt in the ſenſe and views there. 


of., Thatis a remarkable Story of Mr. Robert 
Bruce, a very holy reyverend Miniſter , being 
very ancient, coming to Breakfaſt one moeri- 


ing, having eaten an Egg, ſaid to his Daughter, | 
1 am yet hungry, bring me another Egg : he Cort | 


tinuing ina deep meditation, ſaid, Hold, Daxgh- 
ter, hold, my Maſter calls : and his light failing 
him, when he had call'd for a Bible, he bade 
theim turn to the eighth of the Romans, ſaying, 
Set my finger to verl. 38. for I am perſwaded that 
zeither death—— Now, ſaith he, 1s my finger up- 


' en thoſe words : when they told him it was, with- 


Ad ofcy! 91 
Fehowue, 


out any mote he ſaid, Now God be with you my 
Children, I have break: faſted with you, and ſhal 
ſup with my Lord Feſws Chrijt this night, and ſo 


gave up the Ghoſt. Which ſweet death makes 


me think of the notionof ſome ſewiſh Rabbins 


upon Dext.34.5. That Moſes died— accordineto | 


the word of the Lord;{o we read it,but in Heb.it is 
L At the mouth of Fehoval}] they ſay at the kiſs of 
the Lord, thoſe {weet embraces brought him to 
external embraces with the Lord, he is there 
called the ſervant of the Lord, nor before(ſaith 
e/Zoen-Ezra ) by this title is expreſſed the excel- 
lency of that eſtate he arrives. to, for the ſer- 
vant 1s ſtill converſant with his Maſter, enters 
into his ſecret Conclates, is ſtill ready at his 
beck, 1ſo did Moſes freely yield himſelf to go 
to God at hiscall; ſo muſt we. They have a 
laying | Aajores ſunt juſts in morte quan in vi- 
rt! ] That the righteous are greater in death than 

in 
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| world, as a fairiiful ſervant. 
ſpects God's ſervants are privileged, for our 


L 145 } 
1 life, When the ſoul is feparated fron the 
hody, it miniſters to God perfectly in the 
height of Heaven, and hejs alſo called God's 
ſervant. at death, becauſe he now goes to. re- 


ceive the full reward of his work in another 
In both thele re- 


Saviour ſaith, Fohn 12.26. Where I am there 
ſrall alſo my ſervants be, and if any man ſerve me, 
him will my Father honowr. And oh the blefled 
reward of this fervice : Col. 3. 24. Knowing that 
of the Lord ye ſhall receive the reward of tahert- 


tance, for ye ſerve the Lord Chriſt; Oh ſairhful 


Rewarder, oh bountijul BenefaCtor ! 

All I ſhall do further is to give you a ſhort 
Paraphraſe of this Text in [this Rhapſody of a 
love-fick ſoul, under its longings for, and feel- 
ings of divine favour. | 

Scripture tel]s me, and experience ſeconds 1t, 
that In God's f.rvour there is life, This Is a 
truth, I can ſet my ſeal to it; what oti:ers read, 
Lfcel, oh 1 am fick, pained, 1 faint and die a- 
way without God's favour, had I never taſted 
it, I had never. wanted it; I know in whom I 
have believed, 1 know whom I have loved, oh 
what would |: give to have a Bed made to my 
wearied ſoul in my Lord's boſom ? what tweet 
pain anddelightſome torments are in his love ! 
oh that I hadatull draught, yea, oh thatl were 
over head ant ears in loves Occan! I am ready 
to call his abſence cruel, a1l the mas and vetl 
on my beloyed's face fetcneth blood from me, 
yea, murders me, his ablence is a Mountain of 

[f Iran 
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[ron upon my heavy heart. . Since love warmed 
my Breaſt, my Heart is not mine own, he hath 
run away to Heaven withit, oh thathe would 
bring Heaven along with him into it! or pluck 
my heatt out of my boſom, and break down this 
Paper-wall, that I might be with him! Fare. 
wel, painted world, I have alove beyond yours, 
my ſoul ſcorns to !toop down ſo low as to crop 
your faireſt Roſes, they ſtink to me, compared 
with my Lord's love; the fayour of Princes, 
Rocks of Diamonds, Rivers of fenſual De. 
I:ghts are but toys to his fayour ; when my foul 
1s taken up into te third Heavens, and looks 
down on this empty world, I am ready to fay, 
Oh, poor Princc: that ſec not the King of Hez. 
ven's face / there is no third perſon can inter. 
poſe to be a witneſs hetwixt my Lord and no 
cart in exchange of fayour. 1 was inhis exe 
like a young Orphan, want:ng known Pa 
rents, caſt m the epen Fi-!d, he tooi: me up, 
brought me up, warmed me 11 his bed and bo- 
ſom, and now I am comely with his love, | 
think the houſe mine own, and the Matter of the 
Houſe mine alſo, my beloved 1s mine, and lan 
his, I have given him my loves, and he hathg- 
7en me more and better, his loves free, heet 
quired not whether 1 was fair or foul, black andi 
Sim burnt, and for all my ſcorching, nipping 
blaſts of fintul walking, his favours are riper- 
ing, andare come to a tair bloom, like a youn? 
Role opencd out of the green leayes, and It 
calteth a ſweet and fragrant {mell through earth 
and Heaven, On, ye Seraphims and Cherubims 
| lenc 
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lend me your faculties to enlarge my ſongs. to 
the praiſe of his love, let my ſoul be enlarged 
to the valteſt dimenſions and extent, to con- 
ceive of, and receive his love. Oh, that ſuch 
lamps of ſin ſhould get fuch favours for no 
price ! his kiſles intuſe ſweetneſs into my heart, 
yea, when God in favour to me gives me a 
blow, it doth me g20d, it is a comfort to get a 
cuff with the lovely, ſweet, and foft hand of 
blefled Jeſus; ariy thing that comes from God 
in favour is a welcome Gueſt, yea, one drop 
of the ſenſe of his favour can ſweeten a whole 
ſea of ſorrrows, 1 fecl it, and can fing 1n the 
fire, and feel no pain, I can climb a ſteep hill, 
and hell upon my back, when love imiles at the 
top, and puts its Arms under the panting Pil- 
grim. Oh for a years Leale, for the ſ{z8i2 of 
his favour without a cloud! oh when {j;all God 
and my ſoul have our fill of each other. Oh, 
what would I give to have him thay licth be- 
twixt the full ſenſe of God's favour, and my 
ſoul taken out of the way ! In the mean time let 
my ſoul have many pawns and propines of di- 
vine fayour, theſe crumbs and hungry.dinners of 
his1o-re ſhall ſtay our ſtomachs till the full teaſk, 
and oh that theſe may keep the taſte of Heaven 
in our mouths till Supper time! oh wonder, 
and admire my guilty ſoul, that juſtice hinder- 
cth not love, that juſt occaſions of divine an- 
ger hath not interrupted expreſſions of fayour, 
for there are none _in Hell, or out of Hell that 
are more unworthy of God's favours.Shame con- 


founds me to hold up my black mouth to receive 
2 one 


nd -_ 


[ 148 } 
one of Chriſt's undeſerved kifles, but he j; 
King of his own favours as well as of me, and 
when he ſaith, Hail, thou that art highly fs —-— 
voured, the Lord is with thee, it is fit tor mety 
iay, Behold the Son or Handmaid of the Lord, 
be it unto me according to thy word. _ Go on, M | 
oh Lord, and let thy light ſhine brighter and F. 
brighter to the perfect Noon-day of Glory, let F 
theſe Rivers lead me to that Ocean, and fare. 
wel Croſles, Loſles, Pains, Prayers, Hopes, 

. Fears, Fleſh, and Faith, Eclipſes, Ordinances, 
and welcome my Light, and Life, Love, De- "ir 

light, Joys, Praiſes, Pleaſure in God's preſence WI 

to all Eternity. Quick! 


:as Mr. George Herbert, Sacred 
i Poems, Dialogue, pag. 107. 


De- me Saviour, if my Sout. 
IJ Werebut worth the having, 

Quickly then ſhould T controul 

Any thought of waving : 
But when all mycare and pains 
| Cannot give thename of gains 
| To thy wretch ſo full of pains , 
Ser What delight or hope remains £ : 


What ( child ) is tbe balance thine ? 
Thinethe poiſe and meaſure ! 

{; If 1 fay thou ſhalt be mine 
MO  Fingernot my treaſure. 
What the gainsin having thee 

Do amount to, only he 
Who for man was ſold can ſee 

That rransferr d th* accounts to me. 


Ent as { can fee no meri; 
Leading tothis favour, 

| oothewayto fit me for it 

Is beyond my ſavonr, 
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As the reaſon then 1s thine, 
So the way 1s none of mine, 

T diſclaim the whole deſign 
Sin diſclaims, and I reſien. 


That ts all, if that I could 
Get without repining : 

And my clay my creature would 
Follow my reſtemng , 

That as 1 did freely part 
With my Glory and deſert, 

Left all joys to feel all ſmart 


Ab ! nomere, thou breakeſt my heare. 
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Theſe three excelleat Treatiſes lately Publiſhed by 
Myr. Thomas Brooks, are to be ſold by Dor- 
man Newman. at the Aing's Arms in the Poul- 


try. 


Golden Key to open hidden Treaſures, - or ſe- 
veral great Points, thallreſer to the Saints pre- 


ſentblelledneſs, and their future happineſs, with 


the reſolution of ſeveral important queſtions. Here 
you have alſo the Activeand paſſive Obedience of Chrift 
vindicated and improved, againſt men of corrupt minds, 
&c. Who boldly, in Pulpit and Preſs, contend againſt 


thoſe glorious truths of the Goſpel. You have farther 


eleven ſerious ſingular Pleas, that all fincere Chriſtians 
may ſafely and groundedly make, to thoſe ten Scriptures 
inthe Old and New Teſtament, that ſpeak of the generiff 
Judgment, and of that particular Judgment, that muſt 
certainly paſs upon them all immediately after death. 
The Godhead and Manhood of Chriſt, 1s here largely 
_ proved, and improved againſt all Gainſayers, by whar 
names and titles ſoever they are diſtinguiſhed and known 
among us. Several things concerning Hell, and helliſh 
torments, opened, cleared and improved againlt all A- 
theiſts, and al} others that boldly aflert, that there is no 
Hell, but what is in us. Some other points of impor- 
\ tance are here cleared and opened, which other Authors 
( ſo far as the Author hath read have paſledoyer them 
in great ſilence, ail tending to the confirmation” of the 
ſtrong, ant{ ſupport, pcace, corniort, ſettlement and ſa- 
tisfaction of poor, weak, doubting, trembling, ſtagger- 
ing Chriſtians. By Tho. Brooks, late Preacher of the 
Golſhel, at, Mnroarets-New Fiſh-ſtreet. 

Faradiſe 


a es... trad 


ful Counſel laid open to publick View, Alſo the Cove- 
nant of Grace, and the high and glorious Tranſattions 
of the Father and the Son in the Covenant of Redem. 
ption opened, and improved at large, with the Reſolu- 
tion of divers important Queſtions and Caſcs concern- 
ing both Covenants. You have further, ſeveral ſingular 
Pleas, that all ſincere Chriſtians may ſafely and ground. 
edly make to thoſe Ten Scriptures in the Old and New 
Teſtament, that ſpeak of the general Judgment, and of 
that particular Judgment, that muſt certainly paſs upon 
them all after death. With ſome other points of high 
importance, that tend to the peace, comfort; ſettlement 
and ſatisfaction of all ſerivus ſincere Chriſtians. To 
which is addeda ſober and ſerious Diſcourſe, about the 
Favourable, Signal and Eminent Preſence of the Lord 
with his People in their greateſt Troubles deepeſt Di- 
ſtreſſes, and moſt deadly Dangers. Being the ſecond 


and Laſt Part of the Golden Key. By the tame Author. | 


A Word m Secalon to this preſent Generation. Or 
a ſober and ſerious Diſc ontte about the favourable, ſignal 
and eminent Preſence of the Lord with his People, in 
their greateſt Troubles, decpeſt Diltreſſes, and moſt 
deadly Dangers. With the reſolution of ſeveral Que- 
ſtions. concerning the Divine Preſence, as allo the Rea- 
ſons of this great and glorious Truth. All tending to 
encourage Chriſtians in the way of their Duty, 1n the 
* face of all Afilictions, Oppolitions, and Suffcrings that 
they may meet with for Righteouſneſs ſake from the Ser- 
pents ſeed, or from Wolves 1 Snaceps cloathing, By 
the ſame Author, 


Paradiſe opened, or the Secrets, Myſteries, and Rarities 
of Divine Love, of Infinite Wiſdom, and of Wonder. 


| 


Imprimatur 


Liber hic (cui Titulus, A T heolo- 
gical Diſcourſe of Angels, &&c,) 


| Geo. Hooper R. D. D. 
Sept. 30. Gilb. eArch, Cant, 4 | ( 


1077. 
ſacris domeſticis. 


